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SERMON VII 


On Female Virtue, with Intellectual AC- 
Fo compliſuments. 


1 Tim. ii. 8, 9. 


5 1 will—that women adorn themſelves with Ho- 
e 


FR 0 15 5 55 6, 8, 9 | 


Get Wiſdom, get Underſtanding. —Porſake her 
nt, and ſhe ſhall preſerve thee : love her, and 
ſhe ſball keep thee. —Exait her, and ſbe ſball 
promote thee. —She ſhall give to thy head an 

_ ornament of grace : a crown nf glory ſpall ſhe 


deliver to thee. 


N the ſubjeQ of IntelleQual Accompliſh- 
ments much remains to be faid. At a 
time when they are negleQed by ſo many 
women, who, if they rea 7 at all, read only for 
_ a little tranſient amuſement, they cannot ſure, _ 
conſidering their importance, be inculcated too 
ſtrongly. They may, it is true, be perverted. 
What is there of the greateſt moment, that 
may not? Becauſe works fit only for the veil 
of darkneſs have been wrought in the face of 
day, does it follow that © light is not ſweet, 
6c or that it is not a pleaſant thing for the eyes 
B 2 5 „ to 
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< to behold the ſun * f that benefits innu- 
:merable are not derived to mankind from the 
reſplendent luminaries of Nature ? Were thoſe 
extinguiſhed, what were this world? And 
what, think ye, muſt be that mind, where all 

is enveloped in a night of ignorance? “ For 
the ſoul,” ſays Solomon, “ to be without 
knowledge is not good.“ Of ſo great a de- 
fect do we not ſee every day the unhappy con- 

ſequences in the conduct of both ſexes? 


Wir n regard to yours, my beloved Ui 
I am willing to impute much of the folly and 
miſery that involve multitudes of women, not 
to their being altogether unacquainted with 
the main out- lines of their duty, traced by the 
hand of God on every heart a little more or a 
little leſs clearly; but to their want of that 
reliſh for knowledge, and of thoſe attainments 
in it, which certainly tend to exclude many 
temptations, and to fortify againſt the influence 
of others. On this account, I muſt again and 
again urge the Culture of your Minds, Your 
Virtue, your Sobriety is intimately concerned 
in it. That ſhall be my firſt argument: its 

connexion with your dignity or figure in life 
ſhall be my ſecond; and my third ſhall turn 
on its uſefulneſs to promote your comfort 
and felicity: conſiderations ſurely that merit 
your attention. I pray God to diefs them for i 
Jour e en i 
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I breix with ſhewing, that the Intellectu- 


I Accompliſhments briefly delineated in the 
preceding diſcourſe will have a tendency to ex- 


clude many temptations. To what dangerous 


reſources are the generality of young women 


driven by the love of pleaſure and amuſement, 
ill directed! Having formed no taſte for 
thoſe that ariſe from reading, writing, agreea- 
ble reflections, and rational converſation, their 
paſſions, naturally ardent, fly without previ- 


_ ous examination to every object which flat- 


ters that ardour by promiſing all the vivacity 
of joy. In this career, it is not difficult to 
conceive what ſnares may entrap Beauty, and 
what habits may corrupt Innocence. When 
firſt entered on, it is very poſſible that no evil 


is intended. For that very reaſon none is ſuſ- 


pected; and this confidence betrays. When 
Vice begins to unveil her daring front, Con- 
ſcience is ſtartled, and ſhrinks from the monſter. 
But curioſity, opportunity, importunity, the 
flatteries of ſelf-deceit, the dreams of youth- 


ful fancy, the bias of faſhion, the fear of ban- 


ter ſhould they venture to oppoſe; all theſe 


concur with the powers of darkneſs in miſ- 
leading the poor unexperienced adventurers :. 
and to courſes, of which the bare idea filled 


them at a diſtance with horror, familiarity at 


laſt reconciles them; if not ſo far as to pro- 


cure real, or thorough approbation, far enough 
however to engage perſeverance attended with 


+ircling of remorſe that gradually abates, till 
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5 they are often inextricably entangied 1 in a thick- 
Et of guilt and wretchednels, 11 1 


that caſe, have been walking 


and Ilappineſs. 


M 0 N vil 


v Har rumbers of miſerable beings are 
now loft there, * hoſe Hrſt deviations were oc- 
caſioned by nothing more than a deſire of eſ- 
ono eats, inactivity or dulneſs to ſomething * 
that might divert or em ploy : 


But had an «© early 


love of books prevented this languor, by fur- 
niſhing at home a harmlcfs and varied enter- 


tainment, ſuch as was adapted to give play 
even to the livelieſt i imaginati on, there had been 


"voidenily much lese dates nen; to ſcek it a- 


broad; 


and many a foul that 1s at this day 
hurrying on to dekruction, might probably, in 
with W. 
Nor would I have 


dom 
you thinks 


that I ſpeak of thoſe only, who have i :oke 


through all the reſtraints of decorum. 
are a thouſand tracks leading to fin and woe, 
| beſides that infamous road to which the hand 


There 


of - pub cenſure i E pointed. 


between the extremities | 
mediate ſtages, is among the moſt natural miſ- 


Tux ſuppoſing, indeed, ſo wide a d ſtance 


of guilt, and its inter- 


takes of a mind deſtitute of knowledge. Of 
this internal light one of the great advantages 


8 is, to throw fach illumination on virtue and 


vice through all their eſſential, and even many 


of their minute diſtinctions, as to make them 


be diſcerned with clearneſs, and felt with con- 
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viction; 
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vition; while there riſe up to view nameleſs 


beauties in holineſs, and nameleſs deformities 
in ſin, that paſs unheeded by the dim inatten- 


tive eye of an underſtanding uninformed. This 


delicacy of perception alone, in a: breaſt not 
yet corrupted by evil cuſtom, will create a ſa- 
lutary dread of many purſuits and connexions, 


that often prove exceedingly hurtful. In ge- 
neral, it ſeems obvious, that by how much 
more we are acquainted with our duty, by ſo. 


much the juſter apprehenſions we have of its 
importance, and by ſo much the greater capa- 
oy for ee it. 


Bur the grand uſe of an affection for know- 
ledge, as to the point before us, is that of pre- 


venting idleneſs and diſſipation, which it cer- 


tainly does where ſuch affection is properly re- 
gulated; and this cannot be repeated too fre- 
quently, nor preſſed too powerfully. The hu- 
man mind was made for a&ion. In virtuous 


action conſiſts its higheſt enjoyment. It will 


not, it cannot continue long unemployed, eſ- 


pecially during the ſprightly ſeaſon of youth. 


Even feeble age finds its principal delight in 
recollecting the days of juvenile activity, and 
rehearſing the enterpriſes which diſtinguiſhed 
that happy period. But now there are many 
young ladies, whoſe ſituation does not ſupply 
a ſphere of domeſtic exerciſe ſufficient to fill 
up that part of their time, which 1s not peceſ- 
ſarily appropriated to female occupations 
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"ad innocent amuſements. What then ſhall 


they do with! it, or with themſelves, if books 
are not called in to their aſſiſtance? Purſue the 


enquiry in your own minds. Many of you, = 
alas! are but too well qualified to purſue it, 


can but too well imagine the inſipid, fooliſh, 


and pernicious expedients, which under thoſe 
circumſtances are daily practiſed tor killing tune 


: ne thought, 


Ie truth, ic cannot appear ſurpriſing to ſee 


thoſe who have no notion of internal enter- 
| tainment, hunting after faſhionable diverſions. 
For my part, J am only ſurpriſed, when thoſe _ 
who from a better education have had oppor- 
tunities of knowing what an extent and diver- 


fity of ideas and imagery, of information the. 


| moſt grateful to the mind, and of deſcription 
the moſt affecting to the heart, may be found 
in a well choſen library; when ſuch, I ſay, do 


yet prefer to all this the hollowneſs and dulneſs, 


which inſeparably attend a perpetual train of 


pub! 6 anuſements: or Lanta viſiting. 


Ber Jam inclined to hope, that a prefe- 
rence ſo unjuſt and unwiſe, is ſeldom made by 


| thoſe laſt mentioned; that they who have 


taſted the pleaſure of converſing intimately 


with the beſt authors living and dead, and 
from this happy commerce have contracted an. 
intellectual turn, will not be often tempted to 
mingle with the unthinking crowd. When, 


for 
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for the ſake of unbending the mind more en- 


tirely, and avoiding any unneceſſary air of ſin- 
gularity, they do at any time join it; the ſame 


turn will contribute to preſerve them from A 
ſeduction of vice e and folly. 


IT is not to be denied, that from the head 


to the heart the diſtance, in a moral reckoning, . 


is often immenſe ; that between ſublimity of 
idea and elevation of conduct there is no ne- 


ceſſary connexion; that the fineſt ſentiments - 


and the groſſeſt paſſions have been obſerved to 
meet in the ſame mind; that our Firſt Mo- 


ther was betrayed by the pride of knowing; 


and that the height of capacity in Lucifer, only 


increaſed the fall of that ſon of the morning. 
All this is true. But ſhall we hence infer, that 
the defire of knowledge well directed, and 
wiſely applied, is not likely to produce any 
worthy impreſſions ? 


IMAGINE two young ladies, of whom one 


delights in elegant and virtuous ſtudies, the 


other in faſhionable idleneſs. Will you fay, 


that the former is equally in danger with the 


latter of deſcending to vulgar, or to vicious 


| pleaſures? As familiarity with perſons of refin- - 
ed manners may be expected to communicate 


a correſponding refinement; is it not probable, 


that intimacy with the moſt beautiful compoſi- 


tions will, in the fame way, impart a beauty to 


dhe foul? And is there not ground to believe, . 


B 5 that 
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that this will wats her who! is poſſeſſed of it, 


aſhamed to allow herſelf in any thing unhand- 


ſome; even as it is reaſonable to ſuppoſe, that 
ſhe who has been genteelly bred, will diſdain 
the thought of a low behaviour? Or, be- 


cauſe the natural tendency of things is ſome- 
times croſſed, will you ſay it is therefore deſ- 


| troyed? Have you not heard, that a rule is not 


overthrown, but rather confirmed by excepti- 
ons? Young people, we know, are often cor- 
rupted by bad books; and have we not like 
wiſe known them improved by good ones? 


She muſt be depraved and ſunk indeed, who 
from contemplating the majeſty and happineſs 


of Virtue in the beſt examples, together with 


the meanneſs and miſery of Vice in the worſt, 
that hiſtory or poety holds up to view, can go 


away, and in her own deportment counteract 
immediately the feelings of love and admiration _ 

for the one, of contempt and abhorrence for 
the other, which objects of this kind muſt 
unavoidably awaken. She again, who ſhould 
not perceive herſelf prompted to a prudent 
and amiable demeanour, or guarded againſt 


the contrary, by thoſe pictures of diſcretion 


and excellence on one hand, of levity and futi- 


Hy on the other, with which ſentimental and 
moral writers abound, muſt be abſolutely void 


of decency, or of reflexion. To inſtance but 


in one ſubje more; ſhe muſt be wholly given 


up to trifles that can purſue them with the 


; lame Tonguels, alter having her imagination 
raiſed, 
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; raiſed, and all her faculties expanded, by thoſe 
wonderful repreſentations of the works of God, 
which are contained in many books of Philo- 


Pw and Geography, Voyages and Travels. 


Bur now e to yourſelves a young 
lady, whoſe underſtanding 1s utterly unculti- 
vated. What is there to correct her paſſions, 
or to govern her practice? What 1s there to 
direct her choice of companions, and diver- 
ſions; to guard her againſt the tollies of her 
own ſex, and the arts of ours; in ſhort, to 
prevent her falling into any or every ſnare, that 
is, or may be laid for her? Suppoſe her to have 
received from Nature the ſeeds of common 

ſenſe. Do theſe require no attention to raiſe 

them? or is this moſt uſeful plant to be reared 
without the aid of experience? But. where, or 
how, is that to be obtained by a girl? Muſt 
* ſhe diſcover the wiles and wickedneſs of liber- 
tines by converſing with them? Muſt ſhe learn 

how to defend againſt danger by having run in- 
to it; or how to avoid the blandiſhments of 
pleature by having felt its bitterneſs? By men 
the knowledge of the world is commonly ga- 
thered ia it. Very different from the ſituation 
of women is theirs in this reſpe& ; and they, 
It is to be apprehended, often purchaſe a little 
: wiſdom at a great expence. By entering into 


4 any company that tempts, engaging in any 


_ friendſhip, that offers, or ' accopting of almoſt 
1 any 
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creature that happens to court them, it is bu 
too well known what miſchiefs a number of 


our young gentlemen incur. A female that 
acts upon the ſame plan is loſt; and ſhe who 


would effectually eſcape diſhonour and remorſe, 
reproach and ridicule, muſt endeavour to 
know the world from books, to collect experi- 
ence from thoſe who bought it, and to ſhun 
miſconduct herſelf by obſerving the calamities 
it has occaſioned to others. But I ſaid, | 


| SECONDLY) That Mental Acquiſitions were 


of importance to your dignity and figure in 
life. Conſider, my dear ſiſters, how many 
women are leſſened, in a diſcerning eye, by 
their extravagant attachment to dreſs and toys, 
to equipage and oſtentation; in a word, to all 
the gaudy apparatus of female vanity, toge- 
ther with the endleſsly ridiculous, no leſs than 
frequently fatal conſequences, which theſe draw 


after them. Conſider how trite and childiſh, 


' ſenſible men muſt neceſſarily deem thoſe arts, 


that are daily practiſed on our ſex by multi- 


| tudes of yours; not to ſpeak now of worſe en- 


ticements. Conſider the emptineſs, inſipidity, 
and inelegance of their converfation—how con- 
temptible! Above all the reſt, conſider the | 


jealouſy and envy, the mean ſuſpicion and 


ſhameful malignity, to which we have ſeen the 
female breaſt enſlaved, and frequently on 


the ſlighteſt foundation, frequently on no 
 Toundation at all—how debaſing! Now from 


thele 
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theſe evils the love of letters, with that liberal 


caſt of thought which they are naturally cal- 


culated to give, would, I am well perſuaded, 
be one powerful preſervative. 7b 


A YoUNG woman ſo worthily, and ſo hap- 


pily engaged, will not find leiſure for unneceſ- 
ſary trifles and idle parade: or if it were poſ- 


fible ſhe ſhould, a conſcious ſuperiority will en- 


able her very much to deſpiſe them. En- 
. dowed with her powers of pleaſing, ſhe will 
not find herſelf reduced to the little tricks play- 
ed off by many of her ſex. In the company 


of her friends, ſhe muſt ever appear with pe- 


culiar advantage. In other companies, where 
ſhe leaſt thinks of appearing, an agreeable 


tincture of intelligence, an eaſy correctneſs of 
expreſſion, if it is proper for her to take any part 


in the diſcourſe, will ſtill diffuſe themſelves. 


Perhaps too ſhe will deliver herſelf, with a 
graceful, though modeſt freedom. Her let- 


ters, or any other compoſition that may fall 


from her pen, will be read with particular 


eceagerneſs and approbation ; her correſpondence 


will be prized as an honour, and her acquain- 
tance courted as a privilege ; attention Will 


hang upon her words, and reſpe& follow in 


her train. Such a woman will know .how to 
entertain, and charm, beyond the duration of 
an hour, Is it carrying our ideas too far to 


 fay, that, in all probability, an emanation of 


ſentiment 
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ſentiment and Wirt will be viſible. in her air 
and manner, that her mind will radiate in her 
eyes? It may not always, but it will often. 
With regard to thoſe vile paſſions before men- 
| tioned, which ariſe from rivalſhip in dreſs, 
beauty, and the like; ; as ſhe has learnt to Va- 
| lue herſelf on better things than the laſt, the 
firſt by conſequence will not have the ſame 
hold of her ſoul ; beſides that I ſuppoſe her to 
have acquired an enlargement and generoſity, 
which nothing but books, or knowledge of the 
world, or the principles of genuine Piety can 
inſpire. 


Or the two latter the operation is in | ſome 


reſpects defective, without the concurrence of 


the former. How improving ſoever an ac- 
quaintance with life may be found on ſome ac- 
counts, there are inſtances, in which it will 
burt the feelings of the heart, if theſe are not 
from time to time ſoftened and cheriſhed, by 
the more ſoothing repreſentations of men and 
things given by authors of a candid train. 
'Then it 15 to be remembered, that, in matters 
of religion, a zeal without knowledge has been 
often deſtructive, and is always hurtful. But 

ſuppoſe no ſuch zeal to take place; ſuppoſe 
that meekneſs, as it certainly ought, makes a 
part, and a large one too, of the pious charac- 
ter in any woman; yet without the ſeaſonings of 
a good underſtanding, without ſomething of 
that 
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that ſalt and poignancy which are derived from 

wWiriters of taſte and learning, there will ariſe, 
in repeated intercourſe, a ſameneſs and a flat- 
neſs that muſtdiminiſh eſteem, though they may 
not deſtroy affection. Add to this that, on a 
variety of ſubjects, ignorance will inevitably 
produce a poorneſs and vulgarity of thinking, 


which, to perſons whoſe views are nobler, wil . 
be rather diſguſttul. | 


In truth, the acquiſitions we recommend 


Would prevent or cure moſt of thoſe little pre- 


judices, and little paſſions, which often hurt 


the ſex in the opinion of their beſt friends. 
Not to inſiſt on what has been mentioned more 
than once, their aſtoniſhing prepoſſeſſion in 


favour of public places, greatly owing to their 
want of ſomething rational and agreeable to 


_ employ them at home; what ſhall we ſay of 
that abſurd partiality, which they frequently 


ſhew for well dreſſed fops, who pretend in- 
deed to admire them, but are too frivolous and 
conceited to admire any, in good earneſt, but 
themſelves ? Surclya well informed urderſtand- 
ing would enable women to deſpiſe ſuch inſig- 
nificance ; ard to give the preference to merit, 
and modeſty, in a plain habit, OY 


To what ſhall we chiefly impute that fe- 


mamaale curioſity, which has been ſo long, and in 


molt inſtances, ſo juſtly a topic of ſatire? Is 
it 
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it poſſible, that women could ſhew that amaz- 
ing eagerneſs to be acquainted with every mi- 
nute particular in the life, character, dreſs, 


fortune, and circumſtances of others, did they 
. poſſeſs a fund of domeſtic entertainment and 
liberal converſation? The original principle, 


by receiving a right direction, might certainly 


be turned into a rich ſource of improvement, 
that would ſpread encreaſing luſtre around 


you. 


Tua aptneſsalſo to be aſtoniſhed, alarmed, | 
affrighted at trifling accidents, imaginary evils, 


or natural events ever ſo little unuſual, which, 
when carried far, and frequently recurring, 


makes a young lady appear quite ſilly, is often 
the effect of ſhallowneſs. Ignorance is prone 
to admire; and admiration readily ſwells into 
2 paſſion, or ſinks into a panic: whereas an en- 
; tightened mind is ſeldom wrought up to eeſta- | 


Ta and ſeldom overwhelmed by terror. 


Again; were women to contemplate the fa- 

_ tal, conſequences of avarice, ambition , vanity, 
luxury, the violence of love, and the fury of 

revenge, as appearing in the ruin of families, 
the devaſtation of provinces, and the fall of 
empires; is there not reaſon to hope, they would 
be leſs dazzled with thoſe objects, and leſs af= _ 


feed by thoſe occaſions, that are apt to foment 


| ſuch propenſities—propenſities which, though 
8 2 Ow 
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in their caſe not ſo conſequential to others, are 


yet many times extremely degrading, as well 
as pernicious, to themſelves. _ 


Ab then, that ignoble diſpoſition to ſcan- 


| 521. deemed by many one of the characte- 
riſtic blemiſhes of your ſex—you could not poſ- 
ſibly indulge it ſo often, were you furniſhed- 
with a ſufficient compaſs of obſervation and 
ſentiment, on ſubjects much more innocent, 
and ſurely not leſs intereſting. —Not leſs inte- 
_ reſting, did I ſay? How, in the name of God, 
are you concerned with the faults of thoſe 
with whom you have no connexion? or what 
call have you to remark upon them, farther. 
than may be neceſſary to guard yourſelves or 
others againſt their contagion, or their con- 
5 ſequences ? Are you vain of the wit and viva- 
city which you diſplay, or fancy you diſplay. 


on theſe occaſions? Ah, what ſuperior ho- 


nour would candour, ſweetneſs, and ſelf-cor- 
rection, reflect upon your characters! But thoſe 
qualities are the offspring of ſelf- knowledge, 
and a comprehenſion of what is truly beauti- 
ful and becoming in life. Let me perſuade 
you, my beloved pupils, with all your improve 
ments, „with all your gettings, to get”? theſe 
two eſſential parts of Underſtanding.” Be- 
gnefits innumerable will reſult from them: this 
among the reſt ; they will prevent I know not 
Phat affeQations, that daily expoſe many 
: * tools of your ſex. 


Bur 
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Bur why be at 0 much pains? You are 
under no kind of apprehenſion on thoſe points; 
confident that, wherever you appear, you can- 
not fail of commanding regard; ſure that, 
whenever you are pleaſed 'to open thoſe hips, 


which you have heard lo frequently praiſed, eve- 


ry car will be attentive, and every heart allured. 
| Indeed? Are you very confident, very ſure ?— 
Take care you be not diſappointed. It is my 

duty to tell you, whether you believe it or no, 


that 1 have known many 1 man, who, in the 5 


company of women, has applauded that which 
he inwardly deſpiſed; and with hypocritical 
' rapture liſtened to nonſenſe, where the ſpeaker 
was handſome. Obſequiouſneſs and adulation 
will attend on youth and beauty. But can you | 
be contented with an incenſe ſo cheap; an in- 

cenſe offered to a face or to a ſhape alone; 
an incenſe that does not riſe from the altar of 
the heart; an incenſe, in fine, that is laviſhed, 
with an undiſtinguiſhing hand, on every in- 
ſignificant image that happens to be caſt in a 


regular mould, and coloured with a mixture 


of white and red? Where, alas! is your de- 
licacy? Have you no ingenuous pride? Are 

you ſo very vain, (pride and vanity are diffe- 

rent things) ſo very ignorant, after all the ad- 
monitions you have received, as ſtill to conſtrue 
l flattery into approbation, and ſmiles into at— 
tachment? But I intreat you reflect, When 
beauty and youth: are Bones and 8⁰ they will— 
What 
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what then? Why, then, all this adulation and 
obſequiouſneſs will vaniſh with them; and if 


you are not adorned with attractions more ſub- 


ſtantial and durable, into what neglected things 
will you fink ! „ 


Ax Accompliſhed Woman can never be- 


come an object of negle&: ſhe muſt always 


remain an object of diſtinction amongſt her 


acquaintance. When the was young, the might 


pleaſe more; but as even then the pleaſed 


chiefly by her mind, ſhe will therefore conti- 
nue to pleaſe ſtill. The diſcerning Few at leaſt 
will diſcover in her, beauties which neither 
the inroads of age, nor the ravage of ſickneſs, | 


can deface. When declined into the vale e 


years, ſhe will ſtill, from the ſuperiority 


of her character, ſtand forth an exalted figure. 
Senſe and capacity, joined to worth and ſweet— 
neſs, are exempted from the condition of all _ 
things elſe; which is to loſe their influence, 


when they loſe their novelty. The orna- 
5 % ment of grace which Wiſdom will give to 
„ thy head,” will not appear with leſs real 


luſtre, when infirmity ſhall cauſe that head to 
ſhake, © The crown of glory which ſhe ſhall 


deliver to thee,” will in Reaſon's eye re- 


ceive new dignity from grey hairs : or rather, 


according to our inſpired author, thoſe * grey 


« hairs are” themſelves © a crown of glory, 


being found in the way of righteouſneſs.” 


Do Fl 
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Ve you know a woman far advanced! in life, 
f but yet farther in virtue and underſtanding, 


who with mild infinuation employs them to 
render wiſe and happy thoſe about her, eſpeci- 
ally the young; who for ſuch in particular 


makes every kind allowance, not forgetting 
thoſe early days, when ſhe too ſtood in need of 
indulgence; who, when her health will per- 


mit, takes pleaſure. in ſeeing herſelf ſurround. _ 
ed by a circle of youth innocently gay, conde- 

ſcending even to mix in their little ſports, and 
by a graceful complacency of look, and plea- 


ſing remainder of antient humour, to encou- 


rage and promote their harmleſs amuſement.— 
Do you know ſuch a woman? Then ſpeak your 
opinion freely. Will this youthful circle be in 


any danger of deſpiſing her, becauſe ſhe is old ? 


On the contrary, will they not contend with 


one another, who ſhall pay her moſt veneration, 


who ſhall ſtand higheſt in her affection? Can 
you conceive a character more reſpeQtable, and 
at the ſame time more amiable ? What is there 


| good or excellent, to which ſhe. will not have 
it in her power to win hem! 25 


| Anp now think of a decayed beauty, who 


in the height of her bloom, and the career of 


her conqueſts, truſted ſolely to that bloom, 


and never dreamt of fecuring thoſe conqueſts, 


2 


fuch as they were, by any thing more ſolid and 
| abiding. Inexrpeſſibly mortified that both are 
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at an end, ſhe would fain, if poſſible, keep up 
| the appearance of them ſtill. —How ? By a 


which we ſo readily pardon to the prime of : 
life, but which in its decline is univerſally con- 


| conſtrained vivacity, by a juvenile dreſs, by 


that affectation of allurement and importance, 


demned as aukward and unnatural. Place her 


in the young aſſembly we have juſt ſuppoſed. 
There let her endeavour to ſparkle, as in the 


days of old; there let her lay traps for admira- 


tion amidſt the wrinkles of age.—How ludi- 
crous, and how melancholy at the ſame mo- 
ment! What girl, or what boy of them all, 


will not be ſtruck with the impropriety? Eve- 


ry mark of decay, every ſymptom of change, 


will be traced and examined with acuteneſs, _ 
No part of her figure will be overlooked, ; 


| not a ſingle flip in her behaviour forgiven : 
whereas, if warned by the effects of time, 
| ſhe prudently gave up to her juniors all com- 


| Petition of looks and ſhew, and ſtudied only 


to make herſelf agreeable by her converſation 


and manners; there is ſcarcely one of thoſe 


little critics that would ever reflect upon her 


pears, or that would not be delighted with her 


2 


good ſenſe, and obliging deportment. No, 
my young friends, nothing can ſave you from 
contempt at that Period, if during this you 
are not at pains to improve your minds. She 
Who is, ſhall in one ſenſe, and that the beſt, 


be always young. 


Ar N 
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Ir ſhe continues ſingle, and her ſituation, or 


her choice, ſhould lead her to cultivate but 


few acquaintance, amongſt them ſhe mult be 


ever loved and valued. If ſhe is married, and 
to a man of tolerable judgment, with tolerable 
| temper, he will count himſelf happy in ſuch an 


aſſociate; he will even be proud of thoſe ta- 


lents in her which do honour to his election. 


IJ have ever remarked, that women of capaci- 


ty and elegance have poſſeſſed the hearts of | 
their huſhands in a degree which is not com- 


mon ; I mean, where thoſe huſbands had any 


worth or diſcernment. You will caſily ima- 
gine, that I ſuppoſe the women in queſtion _ 
| too wiſe, and too excellent, to affect ſuperio- 
rity; or not to give their partners all the cre- 
dit and conſequence poſſible, on every occaſi- 


| on. Between men and women there 1s ſeldom 


any rivalſhip 1 in what relates merely to intel- 
lect; nor are the former ever much hurt by 
any conſcious inferiority in that reſpect, where 
the latter do not ſhew themſelves, eſpecially 


before company, arrogant or pretending. 


I musrT not forget to ſubjoin how much the 

: Mental Improvements, nowenforced, will con- 
tribute to adorn and animate the companion, 
0 direct and dignify the miſtreſs, to accom- 
: pliſh the mother and the friend, to ſpread a 


charm over the whole matrimonial ſtate, and 
to relieve thoſe duller hours that are apt to 


ical 
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Neal on the moſt delightful condition of hu- 
1 manity. 


Non can 1 diſmiſs this part of the argu- 


ment, without mentioning what has often ap- 
| peared to me one very remarkable inſtance, 
amongſt many that hiſtory records, of the 
| tranſcendent power to captivate and preſerve 
eſteem, which Intellectual Accompliſhments, 
' worthily exerted, confer upon a woman. It 
is that of Madam Maintenon, the celebrated 


| favourite and wife of Lewis the Fourteenth. 


Tui monarch, Porn with ſtrong propen- | 


be Ries to pleaſure, bred in its very lap, indulg- 


ed from the beginning in all his paſſions, early 


poſſeſſed of unlimited power, conſtantly accuſ- | 

tomed to the moſt exquiſite flattery, formerly 
drunk with ſucceſs and glory, always courted 
by the female ſex with every art that beauty, 


wit, or ambition could employ, in his inter- 
courſe with them ſtill addicted to novelty and 
change—this very. monarch, not yet arrived 


at the age of fifty, in full health, environed 
with all the ſplendor of a moſt brilliant court, 


f read in little elſe beſides comedies and novels, 
finds in the converſation of that lady, whoſe 


| b origin Was not high, whoſe fortune had been 


always low, and who was now older than 


himſelf by ſeveral years—finds, I ſay, in her 


converſation ſuch innocence; fuch ſweetneſs, 
N ſuch 
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ſuch unequalled charms of taſte and intelli. 


gence, as induced him to break off every en- 
gagement of a voluptuous kind, and to enter 


with her into the moſt honourable of all con- 


nexions, in which he appears to have main- 

_ tained his fidelity to the laſt. Madam Main- 
tenon had from her youth improved herſelf 
by reading, and the beſt company, whom her 
beauty and talents drew about her, in a coun- 

try where the ſociety of the women is much 

more regarded than in this. Lewis was firſt. 
attracted by the extraordinary ſpirit and ele- 


gance of her letters; and then abſolutely fixed 


by her ſentiments, her attention, and her ſub- 
miſſion. Theſe were a balm to his ſoul, tor- 


mented by domeſtic, perſonal, and political 


chagrins. In theſe he obtained a relief from 
that wearineſs and wretchedneſs, which the 
pomps and pleaſures of the world had ſerved 
only to increaſe, while they promiſed to pre- 
vent or cure them. We do not find, that 


this illuſtrious lady was fond of faſhionable di- 


verſions: her books and her work were the 


principal amuſements of her leiſure. 


Bor it is time to proceed to our laſt point, 
namely, the uſefulneſs of Mental Acquiſitions 4 
to your comfort and felicity, It is worthy 

your obſervation, that the Moſt High, hav- 
ing formed his rational offspring for a happi- 
neſs more refined and noble than the indul- 
NET he 3 
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gence of the ſenſes alone, has wiſely made the 


gratifications ariſing from thence in a great 


meaſure momentary. I o prolong theſe infe- 


rior enjoy ments, is the laborious taſk of the 


| laves of appetite and fancy in league with | 
each other. But as it is undertaken in oppoſt- 
tion to the deſign of the Almighty, and pro- 
ſecuted in defiance of his laws, it muſt ever 
be vain. They only fatigue themſelves in 


the attempt. From efforts beyond her ſcope 


and powers, Nature will always recoil. Sa- 
tiated with external pleaſures, ſhe turns in— 


ward. Experiencing there a void, which the 


whole ſyſtem of matter cannot fill, ſhe is 
prompted by an innate ambition to aſpire af- 
ter higher objects. Her ſpiritval faculties, and 
divine extraction, point her to the world of 
ideas. From hence, and from what may be 
called the Commerce of Minds, ſhe wiſhes to 
derive her chief ſatisfaction. But you will 


ealily conceive, that ſuch commerce cannot 


be carried on to any extent, nor with any va- 


_Hiety, without a competent ſtore of the goods 
"Proper to it; thoſe, I mean, which experi- 


e Solfiul. 5 BY. | 
ence and rchexlon, genius and reaſoning, dif- 


KS, 


courie and memory, have accumulated and laid 
up in. the writinss of different ages, as in ſo 

| many convenient repoſitories, ſor the uſc of all 
Who are willing to avail themſelves of this bet- 
ter wealth, "Thoſe who are rot, muſt neceſſa- 
rily labour under much internal poverty. Ac- 
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cordingly, how 35 they ſtrain to ſupply the 


needful demands of converſation, when in 
company; and when alone, how do they 
ſtruggle to elude, becauſe they cannot con- 


tent, the cravings of the immortal mind! 


T o the want of this proviſion, and the inca- 
pacity of ſuſtaining the weight of their ow: 
ſpirits preſſing upon them in ſolitude, muſt we 


not principally impute their impatience for all 
manner of entertainments, that may help to 
fill up the painful blanks of time, without any 
conſiderable exyence of that which they can 


leaſt afford—thought ? But this expedient | I 
merely temporary, and extremely imperfect 


Diverſion long continued 1s drudgery ; ; and ſtill 


the foul falls | back upon herſelf. 


Now, if in the A of leiſure you ca- 


with reliſh repair to books, you need never be 


at a loſs. You may happily avoid, if you wil, 
the toils of reſtleſs amuſement, and the fighi 


of immoderate mirth. Excuſe this laſt expre{- 


ſion. Have you not ſometimes proved the 


truth of Solomon's remark, that “ even in 


e laughter the heart is ſorrowful. „ Have 
you not now and then perceived a Gigh to ſte 


from you, when oppreſſed and exhauſted by _ 


frequent burſts of merriment ?—Tf ſhe wh 


is in love with reading ſhould, on particular oc- 


caſions, be led into ſcenes of that kind, With 


D what redoub (d ardour will ſhe. return to ft. 
lence 5 
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iſe from it whenever 


; ceremony her intellect 
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Hence and ſtudy ! From the noiſe, buſtle, and 


barrenneſs of modern converſation, with what 


| exalted pleaſure will ſhe betake herſelf to the 


ſociety of the celebrated dead, or of admired 


authors yet alive, where all is ſtill, ſerene, and 
delightful! After being diſguſted with the 
nauſeous, or the meagre diet, ſervgd up in 


moſt companies, where low ſcandal, or mere 


town-talk, ſupply the place of urbanity and 
ſenſe; 


repaſt, which her library is always ready to 
furniſh ! . 


how rich and regaling will ſhe find that 


TRI ſhe will not fail of meeting with 
food of every different flavour, whether of a 
lighter or more ſolid ſubſtance, agreeable to her 
preſent inclination ; at the ſame time that no- 


thing is forced upon her, and the is left at li- 


berty, not only to vary the entertainment as 
often, and as much as ſhe pleaſes, but alſo to 
ſhe will. Hiſtorians, 
Philoſophers, Orators, and Poets, the beſt 
writers of every claſs, within her compaſs, 
are ever apt to gratify without conſtraint or 


ual taſte. Nor will they 


take offence at any preference, which at any 

: time ſhe may be diſpoſed to make, 
 rever intrude upon them at any improper ſea— 
ſon, nor appear to leave them with abruptneſs: 
and when ſhe docs leave them, inſtead of room 
for une ay retroſpect, the manner in which 


She can 
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ſhe has been employed will be productive of 
ſelf-approbation. She will feel her ſoul nou- 
riſned and ſtrengthened, her ſpirits cheared 
and elevated, or collected and compoſed. The 
duties of life ſhe will go about with freſh re- 
2 ſolution, and a quicker comprehenſion of What 
becomes, ber. To congenial minds her at— 
tachment will be increaſed. With them ſhe. 
will enjoy, as often as ſhe has opportunity, 
ſentimental and friendly delight, the circula- 
tion of thought, the reciprocation: of confi g 
dence, | 


ne ſcaſt of reaſon, and the flow of ſoul.” 


And theſe, my friends, are ſatisfactions Which 
depend not on youth, nor on the advantages 
peculiar to it: ſatisfactions whi ich, in ſome re- 
ſpects at leaſt, will grow with your grow- 
ing years ; and which in every caſe, will ſur. 
vive the tranſient flower of beauty. Let me 
again remind vou of the period of its decay. 


Ot that Period you cannot be reminded too 
| often. 


Wars it arrives, thoſe hollow-hearted men, 
chat for their own ends now ſwarm around 
vou veith every ſemblance of love or admirati- 
on, will diſperſe like flies at the approach of 
winter. Ina little time the y will iorget you, 2 
il you had never been; or remember you or) 

— 7 3 


_ wrinkles appear—more than ever. 
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to ſay to every one they meet, how much you 
are altered. But what words can paint the de- 
ſolation of her, who finds herſelf thus for- 
ſaken and deſpiſed, without any reſource in 
her own. n breaſt ; Ed nn 175 15 


I THINK I ſee her flying to her glaſs, day _ 


after day, to obſerve whether that flatterer v il 
prove more conſtant. At firſt ſhe is: aſtoniſhed, 
ſhe is ſhocked, at the ſtupidity of thoſe men, who 
can become inſenſible to a face or a form like 
| hers? But in a little time that once ſoothing | 

gla's, which was wont to tranſport her with the 
reflected image of herſelf, begins to withdraw 


its flatteries too. 


She 1s alarmed and depreſſ- 


ed. She ſecks conſolation from ſome low de- 


| -perdant, who with a grave face and glozing 
accent, aſſures her ſhe is bandſomer than ever, 


while the mercenary wreich ſccretly laughs 
her to ſcorn. Every artifice of dreſs, all the 
ſeduction of ornament, is ſtudied and practiſed 


with morecxquiſite !o!icitude. She views herſelf 
on every ſide: the waſte cms repaired. Her 
ſpirits riſe ; ſhe is overjoyed. 


V/ith renewed 
expectation ſhe ſallies forth: ſbe dances her 


uſual round: ſome one in pity teils her how 


Fl well ſhe looks: the evening is paſſed intriumph. 


She returns home exhauſted with the flutter, 
Next morning the mirror is conſulted again. 
She is pale, ſickly; her eyes are ſunk; the 
Again ſhe 
C 3 55 
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is ſtartled, terrified, falls into a rage. The 
ſtorm burſts on her domeſtics, ſpends itſelf, 


ſubſides. 'The uſual methods are tortured to 


make her up; and if ſome new expedient 1; 
ſuggeſted, that can better diſguiſe nature, and 


deceive the beholder—whata diſcovery ! Thus 
between the viciflitudes of hop pe and fear, of 


exultation and deſpondence, on a ſubject to 


her weak unfurniſhed mind the moſt intereſt 


ing of all others, ſhe is miſerably toſſed ; till 
by ſuch repeated and violent pertirbation,: con- 
ſpiring with the addition of years, ſhe is con- 
ſigned over to deſpair, the heart-overwhelming 
_ deſpair, of being ever praiſed more for thoſe 
unhappy charms, which ſhe at length per- 
ceives are beyond recovery loſt. —W hat young 


woman of reflection would not prevent ſuch 


ridiculous diſtreſs? But can you think of 
any way to prevent it, ſo efficacious, as the 
turning betimes your principal attention to 


your better part? That even in this way you 


ſhall become wholly indifferent, about the de- 


cline of an appearance which uſed to give your 
friends as well as yourſelves pleaſure, I will 

not affirm. But if ſo high a ſtrain of philoſo- 
phy be hardly practicable, {ſtill however I think 
you muſt acknowledge, that the advances of 


age will be ſupported much the more eaſily for 


ſuch preparation. In the mean while, how 


: many vexations, that harraſs and diſtract the 


greater 
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greater part of your ſex, will be thus obvi- 
ated by you | e 


1 truth, moſt of the grievances complains 


a of by mortals are ſelf-created. 'They pro- 


ceed from that fondneſs of fancy, which gives 


conſequence to trifles, or from thoſe guſts of 


paſſion, which produce agitation without cauſe. 
But next to the power of religion, can you 
imagine any means of avoiding both ſo pro- 


bable, as the wiſe and calm purſuits to which 
I would now perſuade you? Permit me, my 


much loved hearers, to ſucceed. Deter not, 


| by the cultivation of your minds, as well as 
hearts, to lay in a ſtore of enjoyment and com- 


fort, ſuch as you can repair to in ſecret, when. 
| all abroad is unfolaci ing and intip id, 


Every thing external is haſtening to change 
and diſſolution. You yourſelves are elidinginſen- 
ſibly down the current of time. Can you bear the 


; thought of reſigning your paitag e to eterrity, 


a paſſage as important as it is ſhort; of reſign- 
ing it, I ſay, to the blind impulſe af chance, 
caprice, and ignorance? Or ſuppoſe you are 


fo far careful of conſequences, as to ſecure a_ 


ſafe arrival ; can you, like illiterate and incu- 


rious mariners, ſailing by fome beautiful coaſt, 
| be ſatisfied to hurry ke without attending 
to the various proſpes and numerous objects, 
+ which Nature and Art have ſpread out before 


C4 e 


vou; or without taking advantage of the beſt 
alliance you can find on your voyage, to im. 


prove in whatever. is inſtructive, or ornamen- 
P 


tal, and praiſe- worthy ? Have you forgotten, 
that, when landed on the bliſsful ſhore, your 


| felicity will bear no inconi:derable proportion to 


your preſent attainments in knowledge; that 


the moſt enlarged underſtandings, where the 
diſpoſitions have been of a piece, will be reward. 
cd by the noble diſcoveries; z in ſhort, that 


they who ſhine now with the faireſt lights of 


wiſdom ſhall, like the more diſtinguiſhed ſtar: 
Df le. aven, be crowned Ih creaft er with ſuperi 
or ſplendor? 
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8 E R M O N IX. 
On Female Piety. 
1 Tim. it. 10. ZN 


| nr. 2 becometh women proſe F; "g 5 5 


PP RO 'v. xxxi. 30. 


Favour i is deceitful, and beauty. is vain: but a 


avoman that feareth the Lord, She Mull be 
Palla. 


HE frailty of women has been often a 
1 topic of triumphant declamation. On _ 
this ſubject much unkind wit has been diſplay- 
ed; and many a dull farcaſm is daily added, 
and widely circulated, with an air of conſci- 
ous ſatisfaction. Hardly can one go into a com- 
pany of men, where licentiouſneſs of tongue 
_ Paſſes for freedom of converſation, without 
hearing the poor women abuſed for their 
worthleſſneſs, or weakneſs, or both. But ſup- 
poſing them particularly frail, is it noble to 
exult over them on that account, and in their 
| abſence too, when they have not an opportu- 
. nity of defending themſelves? Should not the 
Crone rather pity and ſupport the weak? Yet 
after all, how does it appear that any ſingular 
3 rength of reſolution belongs to our r ſex, or 
: that 


36 SERMON IX. 


| that yours Rand chargeable with peculiar | in- 


any. 7 


THE Isſs of virtue is, no Joubt, frequently 
followed with extreme depravity in women. 
But is not the ſame thing to be ſeen among 
men; though it is not remarked with the ſame 


attention, or cenſured with equal rigour? If 


many unhappy females do indeed run into ſuch 


* exceſs 01. riot, and ſuperfluity of naughti- 
<« neſs,” as ſeem to juſtify the obſervation, 
that there | is nothing ſo profligate as a vicious 
woman; may it not be imputed to their being 


driven almoſt to a ſtate of deſpair? Forfaken 5 
as they are by the wretches that ruined them, 


abandoned by their relations, if any they have, 
commonly dreading the ſcorn of their own 
ſex, and frequently too little conſidered by 
the virtuous part of ours; what can be ex- 


pected, in general, from creatures who have 


put off the modeſty of nature, and are propell- 


ed by evil habits, co-operating often with baſe _ 


aſſociates, and bitter poverty ?—Do I then 


| plead the cauſe of vice? God forbid. But! 
cannot abide that want of candour, which _ 


Vould aggravate the guilt and miſery of be- 


' ings, who to us ſhould be objects of ſo much 


: compaſſion ; I fay to Us, of whom many are 


the firſt authors of this very guilt and mi- 


ſery, while the reſt are e all likewiſe ub ject t to 
80 aſtray. | 
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"x; SHALL debe bs hed here, Doss not 


the Apoſtle Peter expreſsly ſtyle the woman 
the weaker veſſel? He does; but in the ſame 


ſenſe that thoſe veſſels are ſo ſtyled, which be- 
ing of finer materials, or more delicate con- 


e the weaker veſſel.“ 


ſtruction, and therefore eaſily broken or hurt, 
are, for that reaſon, and for the regard alſo 
which people have for them, uſed with par- 
ticular tenderneſs. That this is his meaning 


is manifeſt from the paſſage referred to, where 


he ſays, © Give honour unto the wife as unto 
Why honour on that 
ſcore, if the epithet Weaker is not to be un- 


derſtood as I have now, according to the beſt 
5 interpreters, explained it? 


" * not St. Paul, Saks . after 
the text from Timothy, obſerve, that Adam 


was not deceived, but the Woman being 


3 ERS Indi n EEE * 8 Fu 5 


«6 deceived was 1n the tranſgreſſion?ꝰ True: 
it does appear from the hiſtory, that“ the 
« ſerpent,” as our Apoſtle ſays elſewhere, 
* beguiled Eve through his ſubtilty;“ and 
that the man, though aware oi the deceit, 


Was, by his fondneſs for his deluded yet till 


lovely partner, drawn into the ſame tranſ- 
greſſion. But what was it that expoſed the 
woman to that ſnare by which ſhe was ſeduc- 


ed? Paſſions, I will own, exceedingly culpa- 
ble in their nature, and fatal in their conſe- 


quences; but not the paſſions for which her 


daüghters 


„ 8 R R M S N X. 


5 daughters have been indifcriminately blamed, 
In reality, the reſolute ſpirit and perſevering i 


vigilance, with which a great number of wo- 
men preſerve their honour, while ſo few men 
in compariſon are reſtrained by the laws of 
continence, ſeem to me no flight proof that 
the former poſleſs a degree of fortitude well 


worthy of praiſe. 


Bur what is all this to the purpoſe of our 
preſent meditation? Much every way. Imeant 


it as my firſt argument in behalf of Female Pi- 


5 ty; and on what footing it ſtands I will pro- 


ceed to ſhew, after remarking that the per— 
ſons to whom our text from St. Paul is ad- 
dreſſed, are by him ſuppoſed to profeſs a re- 
ſpect for religion, —“ As becometh women 


« profeſſing Godlineſs: [ES ſuppoſition we are 
willing to make in your favour, my beloved 


| hearers ; fo far, I mean, as to render it unne- 
ceſſary to inculcate that profeſſion from thoſe 


general notions of truth and duty, which, | 


with a few exceptions, I do hope you readi- | 


1y acknowledge. Inſtead of this, our reaſon- 
ing aud exhortations will turn chiefly on ſuch 
principles and facts as relate more immediate- 
ly to your ſex, fituation, and time of life, 
conſidered in conjunction with the character 
and manners of the age. : 


Axp now for the argument already ſuggeſt- 
ed, you will be more > ſenſible of its force by 
attending 
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| attending to the following obſervations; That 
the firmneſs, with which ſo many of you 


guard your virtue, being transferred to the 


practice of Piety at large, will, by God's aſſiſt- 
ance, contribute to render it eaſy and delight- 


ful; that the conſiderations of Religion will, 


in their turn, ſupport and chear you under the 
reſtraints of conſcience and decorum; that 
you will hence derive the mighty ſatisfaction 
the Divine Approbation amidſt the cenſures 

of the uncharitable, and the Divine Protec- 
tion againſt the machinations of the ungodly ; 

and, in the laſt place, that the injuſtice, un- 

| Kindneſs, and treachery of the world, ſhould 

engage you to greater Prudence, Purity, and 

: Devotion. | | 


As to the firſt, it is certain that the prac- 


tice of real Piety requires no ſmall reſolution 
and perſeverance. Is it not likewiſe certain 
that in what concerns their reputation, many 
young women poſſeſs a large ſhare of theſe? 
Let them but apply this to the diſcharge of 
their duty as Chriſtians, and the happieſt ef- 
fects will enſue ; ; uniformity, facility, and joy 


in religion. What cannot courage and con- 
ſtancy atchieve? In the point to which I al- 
lude, you indeed are often heroines. Your 


| 4 life is a ſeries of ſelf-denial. But ſelf-denial 
from right principles is the perfection of 


| Chritianity. Do but act on theſe principles 
throughout, 


* — 
2 — — 
= . 2 — 
— _ = 1 - 
bs 2 — 
* — — ” — 


fp 
wt 
"ot 
#+ 
1 
4 
if 

| 
| F 


— — * 
— — — 


—— 


2 "IE 


_ 


[ 
ll 
10 


40 s E RM ON N. 


throughout, and you ſhall one day walk nf; 
white with your Saviour: he will confeſs your 
names as worthy before his Father and befor. 
| his angels: you ſhall follow the Lamb whi. 
therſoever he goeth, ſinging to your golden 
5 harps a new ſong, expreſlive of ſignal triumph 585 
and h 


IT has been ſaid of women, and 1 belier 


with truth, that they are remarkably ſtead; 


to their purpoſe. Let it be ſeen that you are 
ſo in what is good. And © let not your good _ 
« be evil ſpoken of,” on account of any thing 7 
upon your part that might give ground to ſuſ- 
pect you controul your paſſions in one way on- 
ly, and that too from no higher principle than 
the fear of ſhame. By a noble command of : 
yourſelves in other points, wherein this conſi- 
deration cannot be ſuppoſed to operate ſo 
ftrongly, make it appear that you are govern- 

ed by religious as well as by prudential motives, 


Wr would not leſſen the influence of any © 
one wiſe, or uſeful conſideration, from the ſide 
of this world: but we wiſh your minds to lie 
more open to the efficacy of the next. So far | 
indeed as mere reputation goes, it may be 
much the ſame to a woman, whether the re- 
gularity of her conduct is the reſult of pious 
or of political maxims. But in the ſight of 
God, and at the bar of conſcience, how vaſt = 
the 


eve 


are 
OO0d 
ing ä 


ſuſ Wn 
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tte difference! In that day when the ſeerets 
of all hearts ſhall be laid open, what will it 
avail you, if tne decency of your behaviour 
ſhould be found to have proceeded from no 
nobler ſpring than the deſire of ſaving appear- 
ances? Who can expreſs the horror of a fe- 
male hypocrite at that all-revealing period, 
when ſtripped of every diſguiſe, ſhe ſhall be 


pointed out to the congregated univerſe as an 


infamous creature, whoſe foul was enſlaved to 


— — & 


ſenſuality, at the very time that ſhe affected 
the ſtricteſt virtue, treated indiſcretion in 
others with the ſeverity due to vice alone, 
had no allowances to make for human frailty, 
and, with ſupercilious diſdain, looked down 


on many of her ſex not halt ſo wicked as her- 
han 


felf? 


Lrr it be carefully remembered, that as, in 


What regards outward trials, the Goſpel is li- 


; terally the doctrine of the Croſs; ſo, with re- 


fpec to inward conflicts, it is properly the di- 
ſcipline of the paſſions. Here, in truth, the 
7 religion of a Chriſtian muſt begin and end. 
What pity, my honoured pupils, if you, who 

have that amazing power o'er the exterior of 


your deportment, if you, who offer to a ſpotleſs 


name thoſe continual ſacrifices whic h your 
. greateſt enemies cannot deny, ſhou'd after all 
3 | loſe the reward of undiſſembled ſanctity, by 

being excluded from that viſion of God, 


| which 


4 SERMON IX 


which Jeſus has promiſed to the pure in heart ; 1 


What pity, in the mean while, that ſuch pow- 
er is not more generally allowed to exert it. 


ſelf on the ample theatre of a truly virtuous 4 


life; and that ſuch ſacrifices ſhould not, by 
the conſolations of devotion be ſweetened, 


- conſecrated, and turned into {o many ſources of. 


: ſublime enjoyment ! . 


Bur this reminds 1 me of having likewiſe 


ſaid, that the conſiderations of Religion will | "13S 


conduce mightily to ſupport and chear you 
under the reſtraints of ſobriety and decorum. 


In proportion as theſe conſiderations are made 


more familiar, will theſe reſtraints become leſs 
painful, till at length they in a manner change 


their nature, and ſeem like ſilken bands, that Z 
even while they confine you, are no leſs caſy 


ent than ornamental, 


Batwins all other philoſophy and the phi- 


loſophy of Jeſus, one glorious diſtinction is 


this; that the latter not only diſplays a higher 


ſtandard of moral excellence, but alſo commu- 


nicates ſuperior powers of virtuous action. 1 80 
the fainter concluſions of Reaſon it ſuperadds 
the bright diſcoveries of Faith. The future 

world, with the great tranſactions of the ſu- 
preme adminiſtration, which are introductory | 


to it, are there unveiled. There the vanity, 


and withal the importance of the preſent ſtate, 


15 


1 5 unfolded. There divine pardon and eternal 
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lie, as © the gift of God thro? Jeſus Chriſt,” 


are enſured and aſcertained to obedient be- 
* lievers. The hiſtory of the Redeemer is there 
exhibited with all the beauty of ſimplicity, 
and energy of truth: a hiſtory, my dear hear- 
ers, equally important to all that read it, and 
to thoſe that read it with a ſerious unprejudic- 

ed diſpoſition, unſpeakably affecting; a hiſto- 
ry which involves the moſt extenſive and laſt- 
ing intereſts of human nature, and to ſuch as 
view it in that light, carries with it, beyond 
all other writings, a vital, home: felt, and heart- 
- awakening influence. The ingenuous breaſt, 
\ inflamed by the friendſhip, and penetrated by | 
the ſpirit of Jeſus, burns with the love of vir- 
|  tuc, and heaves with the hope of ſalvation. 
jeſus is the pattern of virtue: gratitude is one 
bol its worthieſt incentives; and faith, which is 

the fundamental principle of the whole ſyſtem, 
faith in the mercy and acceptance of the Uni- 
verſal Father, through the mediation of his 
meritorious Son; by whom he is carrying on a 
ſcheme of grace, that comprehends all ſincere 
| penitents of whatever name or nation, through- 
| cout all ſucceſſive ages—this Faith, I ſay, 1m- 
| parts to feeble and deſponding creatures a 
ſtrength and encouragement that no other y- | 
ſtem could ever inſpire. 1 


. Non PIR 1 ens beyond the ordinary 
| reach of female underſtanding. They depend 


not 


| 
| 
. 
| 


USER MO N 
not on a nice chain of reaſoning, nor on the 
abſtruſe reſearches of ſcience. How much ſo- 
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ever they may have been diſguiſed by the 


dreams of the ſchools, to conceive them zz 
they are ſet forth in ſcripture, maſculine in. 
telle ts are by no means neceſſary. Conne&. ® 
| ed with Facts, the moſt aſtoniſning to the bly 
imagination, and Sentiments the moſt touch. 
ing to the heart, they ſeem to lie Particular 
level to the better characters of your ſex, f 
In ſhort, to feel their tendengn, and experi. e 
ence their operation, a mode, ſuſceptible, 
and affectionate mind is chiefly required. 


P RMI me to aſk you, as in the preſence 1 
of God, do you in good earnelt believe in the "4 


Holy Ghoſt, in the catholic church, in the 


communion ot ſaints, in the forgiveneſs of fins, _ 
in the reſurrection of the body, in the life 
everlaſting, in Him who is the reſurredction : 
and the life, the all-ſufficient ſacrifice, the all- 
_ prevailing advocate, the meek, the lowly, and 
the loving maſter, as well as the awful and | 
impartial judge? Do you often by devout con- 
templation realize theſe, and the other wor- 
derful objects of Chriſtianity, together with 
the grand principles of Natural Religion? To 
both do you frequently join the heaven-mov- | 
ing force of fervent prayer, the powerful 
combined influences of public worſhip, and 
the ſweetly ſupporting communications of holy | 2 
end! Then ys Whether you can ever 2 
EE Is be 3 
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he at a loſs for motives to animate, or for aids 
to ſecond your endeavours after wiſdom and 
er N no. | 


: WIS bolt and * irtue are beautiful forms, 


and for their own intrinſic worth unqueſtiona- 
ly entitled to all poſſible love and venerati- 
on. But little acquainted with the human 
| heart are they, who would build the mo- 
rals of mankind on this ſingle baſis. De- 
cency of character, dignity of conduct, the 
honours due to temperance, integrity, bene- 
| volence, magnanimity, and the like, are ideas 
as ſolid as they are refined, and which ought 
certainly to be cheriſhed by all who are capa- 
ple of comprehending their moment. To of- 
fer to depreciate them is vile, and not more 
repugnant to reaſon than to ſcripture, where 


the beauties of Holineſs are expreſsly named, 


and « whatſoever things are venerable, lovely, 

s and of good report,“ are, as mentioned in a 
former diſcourſe, recommended in fo many 
words. But yet, on the other hand, conſi- 
; dering the paſſions, diſorders, and debility of 

beings, fituated as we are; to truſt the cauſe 


of righteouſneſs and truth to the ſole ſtrength 
| of ſuch arguments what! 1s it, but hazarding 


[ the moſt valuable intereſts in the world on a 


bottom utterly unequal to ſo precious a 
* | eight? 5 | 


Arrw 
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Arx ſelect ſpirits, more liberal and ele. 
vated than uſual, may, in their progreſs to- 
wards perfection, derive ſome extraordinary 
aſſiſtances from thoſe ſublimer ſpeculations; _ 
_ atleaſt when not under very difficult or deli. 
cate circumſtances of temptation. But what, - 
think ye, would become even of them ; ; much 
more, what would become of the far greater 
part, when. immediately under ſuch circum. 
ſtances, did not Religion ſtep in to their add 
with her more forcible and ſtriking ſanctions 
founded on their hopes and ſears of futurity, | 
as theſe are connected with a ſenſe of the Al. 
mighty's inſpection, and a faith in the luſt 
ous facts of revelation? How little in gener 
were the philoſophers of antiquity themielvc 
influenced by the ſyſtem in queſtion, with 
whatever pomp they profeſſed, or With What. 5 
ever eloquence they diſplayed it! Some di 
them indeed were men of great virtues, a: 
well as great conceptions ; while the reſt were 
ftriking examples, how much eaſier it is to 
talk than to act well, and that to reform the 
world there i is wanted a diviner power thar | 


reaſon alone. 


Wirn regard 1 to the caſe now before us, it 
may be obſerved, that thoſe young, perſons, | 
Who have had the misfortune to be in a greit 

meaſure left to the common notices of nature, 
go aſtray much more frequently, than othes 
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eh mad and judiciouſly OE” 
0+, "72H 
Jt Wurx 1 oy Tudiciouſly relied 1 mean 
ige o inſinuate, that many hopeful children have 
l. deen loſt, through the imprudent efforts of 
ht, their well meaning, but ill informed parents, 
ch to make them good by ſevere confinement and 
te cConſtant admonition. 'Thoſe children alone 
* will be truly good, a and are likely to continue 
% To, who are at once enamoured of their auty, 
u Awved by their Maker, and devoted to the ſe- 
2. Curing of that “life and immortality which . 
1ꝶ — are su ht to light through the 8 | 
1. 
Tal - | Herz 1 help Ferie lag a moſt me- 
VG morable inſtance, wherein a much celebrated 
It youth was guarded againſt the indulgence of 
a appetite by the power of religion. I ſpeak. 
0: hf Joſeph, when tempted by the wife of Po- 
St tiphar. Conſider the complicated ſnare that 
ele was laid for his innocence; probably the 
vey blandiſhments of beauty; certainly the repeat- ; 
the ed, preſſing, and paſſionate ſolicitations of an 
"ar artful woman, of his miſtreſs, who if ſhe 
| Pleaſed could eaſily procure his farther ad- 
.. _ = Fancement; the opportunities of privacy; the 
my - Proſpect of cloſe concealment ; his time of 
my life; his plentiful condition ; thofe warm af- 
„, feQtions, that ſtrong ſenſibility, which the ſe- 
_ uel of his ſtory ſhews to have been natural to 
cn 


Ss. whom the principles of Piety have been 


1 | 8 him; 
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him; "he extreme danger manifeſtly attend. 
ing his refuſal, I mean, all the miſchiefs t 

be dreaded from the reſentment and violenceof 
à proud but fond female reſiſted, diſappoint. 
ed, enraged, who would not fail, howeve: 

| falſely, to repreſent the unbounded confi. 
dence of a generous maſter abuſed; and final. 
ly, thoſe miſchiefs falling at one lor upon 2 
däependanc and a ſtranger, whoſe proſperity in 
that family had no doubt rendered him the "2 
object of envy to ſome, and whoſe proteſtati. 


ons in his own favour would never be belicy- 


ed by others to the diſadvantage of a wo- 
man of her rank and fortune. Such was the 
5 ſnare. | And what was it that enabled our ami- 
able hero to conquer it? The hiſtory will 
; inform you. „ He refuſed, and ſaid unto | | 
46 his maſter's wife, Behold, my maſter 
(0 wotteth not what! is with me in the houſe, 
« and he hath committed all that be hath 


« to my hand. There is none greater in 


* this houſe than I; neither hath he kept 
c back any thing from me but thee, becauſe 
„ thou art his wife: how then can I do this| 
6 great wickedneſs, and fin againſt God? 
Excellent yourg man! From a crime, o- 
which fo many allurements concurred to in- 
cite him, he ſtarts back with horror; ſo ſtrong -! 
ly are his natural feelings of g ratten and pro-! 
bity ſeconded by a reverence for the Om— 


niſcieut.—“ How can 1 do this great evil 


„ and fin againit God Ne, my fits 


the feminine gender. 
ent genius treat the women with reſpect. It 
E is indeed obſcrvable that of republican ſlates, 
where that genius commonly appeared moſt 
eminent, the ſage legifators preſcribed to fe- 
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there is not in this world ſuch a preſervative 

from vice as the fear of God. Temptations, ; 
by which human reſolutions alone have been 
5 frequently foiled, are often overcome by the 


ſame reſolutions when enforced by religious 


faith. 


From theſe remarks you will plainly per- 


ceive, that what we wiſh for you is not a vic- 
_ tory over your paſſions hardly gained, and at 
the expence of your tranquillity ; but a ſacred 
© ſelf-poſſeſſion, a certain diviner controul of 
your own wills, that ſhall diſtinguiſh you 
"iP in the ſight of him wha „ defireth truth 
6 in the inward parts.“ 
ſeems conformable to the beſt conceptions in 
nature; fince we find that the power which, 


A ſentiment that 


according to the pagan creed, repreſented botli 


Wiſdom and Fortitude, was ſuppoſed to be of 
your ſex. 


On the ſame principles does the 
wiſeſt of men ſpeak ſo often of the former in 


Thos at leaſt did anti- 


males a particular gravity and ſimplicity of 
manners; 


ſo different were their ideas of 
what was becoming from thoſe of modern 5 


times! 1 
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Bor I added farther that, from the fludy 


- of inward purity, as well as outward decorum, 
. even that purity which the goſpel ſo peculiarly 


enforces, you will reap the mighty ſatistacti. F 


on of the Divine Approbation amidſt the cen- 


| ſures of the uncharitable, and the Divine Pro- 
. tection againſt the machinations of the ungod- 
. Hard enough, it muſt be owned, is the 
| caſe of women, as to the general rflexion; 


made on their deportment. If they behave 


5 with reſerve, they are pronounced prudiſh; 


if with frankneſs, bold; if with that juſt tem- 
perament of both which is the proper medi- 


um, capricious and uncertain. What ſhall - 


5 they do ? What. can they. do, but bold the 
middle v ay, with that attention to the rules 
of caution on one ſide, and of affability on the 


other, which times, Places, and perſons ſeem | 
to require, © commiiting their cauſe to him 


« that judgeth rightcouſly,” and truſting for 


their ſafety to him that never forlakes che Vir 


tuous? 


- 


Sucha reſpea for human judgment, as 


2 avoids giving occaſion of cenſure, is unCoubt- 
edly right in every individual of ſociety z of 


your ſex eſpecially, whole reputation is of ſo 


nice a contexture. But while for this purpoſe 

2 Chriſtian Woman purſues, as nearly as flic 

can, the Fein of prudence; What internal ſe- 
renii)j 
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renity "OE ſhe enjoy, by following, at the 
ſame time, the direction of principle, that 
higheſt and happieſt guide of life! To ſay the 
truth, there may be ſituations, wherein the 
latter appears to be left the ſole guide; ſo im- 
poſſible is it for the former to find a way | 


through the labyrinth. In this caſe, you can 
have but one reaſonable care; which is, to 


do what conſcience charges as your duty. In 
every caſe, that muſt be your principal care. 
In making it fo, there will be this great ad- 


vantage amongſt many others, that you will 


every day grow leſs anxious about any thing 
elſe. The eaſe of mind, the gaiety of heart 


t reſulting from ſuch a conduct, are not to be | 
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exprefied. 


Is the world approves, it is well, The 
approbation of the beſt people, at leaſt, will 
give you real pleaſure; and the beſt people are 
naturally candid. If the world ſhould con- 
demn, and even the candid Few, which is by 
no means impoſſible, ſhould be led by miſre- 


preſentation, or by miſtake, to join in the 


ſentence; ſtill however you will have the com- 
fort of not having deſerved it. And ſrom this 
inferior tribunal you will have the fclicity of 


appealing to that which is ſupreme and infal- 
lible, with the humble aſſurance of being ju- 


ſttified there through the powerful interpoſiti- 


on of an advocate, whom no paſſion or miſ- 
D: 4: apprehenſion 
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= apprehenſion can ever bias: At the fame time 
you will have the conſolation to hope, that 

ſooner or later he in whom you truſt “ will 
« bring forth your righteouſneſs as the light, 1 
„ and your judgment as the-noon-day.” Sel- 
dom or ever, I think, does a perſevering vir- 

tue fail of breaking out with freſh beauty, 
and augmented luſtre, from thoſe clouds with 
which calumny may have- obſcured it; even 
as the vernal ſun by purſuing his career, Shiv 
forth at laſt with a kind of victorious ſplendor, 


that diſpels the remaining damps of winter, 


delights the eye, and inſpires the heart of eve-. 
TE beholder. Fi. 


Sv oppoſe the worth. that the Cetebe 


multitude ſhould continue to load you witk 
unmerited reproach ; I am not afraid to ſay 
that you are happy ſtill, if you know how to 


avail yourſelves. of the ſupports cf religion, 


5 particularly a ſenſe of the Almighty” s Appro- 


bation, What indeed ought to diſcourage 
her who can triumph in this, and in that 
which is immediately connected with it, an 
aſſurance of the Alm ghty's Protection? 


Norhixc can. be more certain than that 
your ſex 15, on every account, entitled to the 
Mmelter of ours. Your ſoftneſs, weakneſs, * 
midity, and tender reliance on man; ; your help- _ 
leſs condition in yourſelves, and his ſuperior _ 
ee | 
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Fl wengi for labour, ability for defence, and 


fortitude in trial; your tacit acknowledgment 


of theſe, and frequent application for his aid- 
, in ſo many winning ways, concur to form a 
plwVuka, which nothing can diſallow or withſtand: 

but brutality. Appetite indeed is naturally 

brutal. Untamed by religion, unchained by 


reaſon, what havock does it not commit? No- 
thing can be more wild or ferocious than la- 


leſs deſire. How often, alas, does it disfi- 
gure and degrade minds, otherwiſe adorned: 
with very valuable qualities! Have we not 
6 ſeen men, who in a ſober mood were open to 


the tendereſt feelings of humanity,. incapable 


olf any thing unjuſt or diſhonourable, calm, 
and pliant to good advice; who yet, in the 


rebellion of their blood, were as ungovern- 


able and. fierce as any beaſt of the foreſt, 

broke through all reſtraint, and, to gratify | 
the paſſion that impelled them, ruſhed on 
crimes utterly repugnant to the beſt ſenti?- 
ments of their own hearts Need I tell you, 


that from ſuch men your virtue is in danger, 
and by ſo much the more by how much the 


qualities juſt named are, when allowed to ope- 
kate, particularly engaging ? But the fact is 


that, being inlaid in the conſtitution, they do 


operate frequently, and never perhaps more than 

immediately after thoſe unhappy deviations, | 
for which ſomething within whit pers the neceſ- | 
: ſity of making every poſſible atonement. It is in 
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this way that thoſe good-natured, but unhap- 
py men keep themſelves and one another in 


fection. Yet are theſe by no means s the worſt 
enemies of womankind. 


IT. is your ſmooth, cool, complimental B. 
| bertines, who have ſteeled their breaſts by a 
ll ſyſtem, whom the boaſted principles, or ra- 
| | ther no-principles of infidelity, have raiſed to 
2 glorious contempt of all laws human and di- 

vine, delivered from the vulgar conceit of i im- 
mortality, and enabled to conquer the little 
vweakneſſes of nature, with the ignoble prejudi- 
ces of education, which happened to be on the 
| ſide of Juſtice, honour, ſympathy ;—it is ſuch 
men, my fair ones, ſuch flagitious and obdu- 
rate wretches, whoſe wiles, ſhould you chance 
to be thrown in their way, you have moſt rea- 
ſon to dread. And believe me, they abound 
every where. From you indeed they will care- 
fully conceal the enormity of their charac- 
ters, and the blackneſs of their opinions; till 
by gaining your confidence they can inſinuate 
the laſt with advantage, ſo as to take off your 
apprehenſions of the firſt, and to blunt the 
edge of your reſolutions. A ſenſe of piety, the 
love of virtue, a regard to reputation, the fear 
of conſequences, every principle borrowed from 
this world and the next, they are well aware 
would be alarmed and excited, were they to 


diſcloſe 
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_ countenance, and often ſteal into your af- 
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© diſcloſe their deſigns, or explain their ideas 
at once, without preparation or preface.— 
But I will not attempt to unfold the my- 
ſtery of iniquity, in which they wrap them- 

ſelves, and work unſuſpected. Let it remain 
involved in its native darkneſs and horror; 
which cannot however hide it from the eye of 
| Heaven, whoſe hotteſt vengeance ſhall one e day 
overtake and blaſt i it. 


Your ſafety; I ſaid before, lies in retreat 
and vigilance, in ſobriety and prudence, in 
virtuous friendſhip, and rational converfation, 
in domeſtic, elegant, and Intellectual Accom- 
pliſhments: J add now, in the Guardianſhip 
of Omnipotence, as that which muſt give ef- 
ficacy to all the reſt; but which can only be 
obtained by ſomething more and better than 
them all, I mean, True Religion. What rea- 
ſon indeed have you to hope for a privilege fo 
great, if you do not aſk it? What cauſe could 
you have to complain, if your righteous Cre- 
| ator, on whom every conſideration ought to 
teach your dependance, were to leave you to 
yourſelves amidſt thoſe dangerous attacks, or 
artful ſnares, which you preſumptuouſly ima- 
gine you could reſiſt by your own ſtrength, 
or elude by your caution? That humility 
which does not depreſs, as Chriſtian humili- 
ty never can, is the beſt means of ſecurity. 


She who is moſt ſenſible of her hazard, is moſt 
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likely to be on her l | She who perceives 5 


her own imbecility, will be glad to invoke a 


higher power. Nor will the Parent of all be 


deat to one of his reaſonable offspring, who, 


apprehenſive of the difficulties to which her 
frame and ſituation expoſe "ers heartily im- 
plores his . 


Vain very often is the help of man, even 


when afforded in its utmoſt extent. What 
| thall we ſay then, when it is not only not _ 
afforded, but when he who ought to prote& _ 
is bent to deſtroy? To whom fhall young 
creatures of your ſex, little lambs, innocent, 
gentle, fearful, undefended, beſet by rave- 
nous lions, or © by wolves in ſheeps cloath- 
« ing ;”—to whom ſhall they fly, but to tho 
Shepherd of Ifr:i-! And will he, think ye, 
reject or aband on them; he who has promiſ- 
ed to © gather the lambs with his arm, and 
4 to carry them in his boſom;“ he who has 
always ſhewn himſelf more eſpecially concern- 


ed for objects of diſtreſs and deſtitution, the 


poor, the priſoner, the ſtranger, the oppreſſ- 


ed, the widow, and fatherleſs, and ſuch as 
have none to help them; in a word, he whoſe 
Providence is then neareſt, and whoſe aſſiſt- ; 
ance is then readieſt, when his creatures are | 
moſt forſaken by others? 1 


Te 0 procure the divine interpoſition, it is | 
urged 


„ 
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: urged. by the Pfalmiſt as a vrevailing argu- 
ment, that he was unprotected and deſo— 
late. O be not far from me: for trou- 
„ ble is nigh at hand, and there is none to 
c help me. I looked on my right hand, 
« and beheld, but there was no man that 
c would know me; refuge failed me; no 
man cared for my ſoul. I cried unto thee, O 


> 


* 


Lord : I ſaid, thou art my refuge.“ The com- 


: mon Father © hears the young ravens when they 
cry unto him,” and are early left by their hard- 

hearted dams. Are not ye better than many 
ravens? Can a woman forget her ſuck- 
6 | ing child, that ſhe ſhould not have com- 
„ paſſion on the fon of her womb ?” ſays 
God by the prophet. He ſpeaks of it as a 
monſtrous thing, and ſcarce credible in any. 

Can ſhe forget She, in the ſingular num— 

ber. The anſwer is remarkable: © Yea, 


« they may forget” They, in the plura“; 


confeſling i it poſſible, that more than one ſuch 
- wretch may be found amongſt the dregs of 
nature. Can a woman forget her ſuck- 
& ing child? Yea, They may forget, yet 1 
will not forget thec.” Can you figure 
any thing more tender and ſoothing? Can 
you heſitate a moment to throw yourſelves 
on „ the everlaſting arms, on his right hand, 
ho rides on the heavens for your help, 
* on his Excellency in the ſky?” Or hav- 
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ing ſo done, can you harbour a doubt of your 
_ ſafety, while “ your place of defence 1s the 
« munition of rocks?“ 5 


"vor 10 proceed to our. laſt argument at 
i this time; let the injuſtice, unkindneſs, and 
| treachery of the world, engage you to greate: 
Prudence, Purity, and Devotion. Any naiu: 
ral, or any amiable tye, by which you are, 
or may be bound, God forbid that I ſhoul! 
ſeek to ſlacken. Moderate affections for pro- 
per objects you are allowed, you are called 

to indulge. By this means you will fill you _ 
places in ſociety, or be in the way to fil 
them; at the ſame time that you will enjoy | 

the beſt thing in human life, the friend 
feelings of the heart. But ſhall 1 repeat once 
more, what in one ſhape or another has bee: 
faid fo often, that whenever theſe are ill d. 
rected, or carried too far, they are ſure ©. 
entangle in guilt and diſquietude? Now to pre- 
vent, as much as poſſible, the wandering 0 
your paſions, the Almighty makes uſe of ti: 
paſſions of others. To bring good out 0 
evil is the glory of his government. Th: 
worthleſſneſs of thoſe who have abuſed thei 8 
frec edom, he permits as a warning to you, 5 . 
lets than a puniſhment to them. 


Ir men will endeavour to deſpoil that vit 
tue which they mould cheriſh, t to corru p 
thoſe 


bur 


8 E R M O N IX. 


Ars you ignorant of its being an eſtabliſh- 


ed ſyſtem amongſt men of gaiety and plea- 
ſure, that your ſex have no principles; 
you are deſigned only to ſerve their purpoſes; 
and that, when you refuſe to do fo, it Is | 
mere pride, or groſs diſſimulation? Can you 
think of this, and not be offended? Will you 
continue to prefer ſuch characters to the ſo- 
1 ber, ledate, and ſentimental? 


that 


You Pe ag behold the wrecks of beauty 


that has been blaſted, and of innocence that 
has been betrayed. 
miſerable beings to carry their effrontery ſo 
far as to appear without ſhame in every pub 
lic place, the | monuments of male falſhood as 


Providence allows thoſe. 


* ell 


59 
thoſe minds which they ſhould improve, in 
a word to ruin that ſex whoſe honour and 
welfare are in a great meaſure entruſted with 
them; ſhould not ſuch baſeneſs fill you with 
_ diſdain and abhorrence? Can any of you be fo 
mean, ſo ſurpaſſing mean, as to doat on the trai- 
tors? Even where their aim is not deſtruction, 
where merely for amuſement they flatter, or 
| ſoothe, ſhould you ſuffer yourſelves to be ſe- 
duced into fondneſs? How fooliſh to be taken 
with thoſe little ſuperficial attentions, that are 
ſo caſily learnt in the {chool of faſhion, and 


ſo frequently practiſed to hide a hollow, or 
2 ane an unfeeling toul. 
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well as female infatuation; Sid can you fail 
of _" impreſſed with falutary t terror ? 


Cax you reſtrain the lightning of walz 


nant virtue from darting out on thoſe men 

that, in your company, dare to ſpeak a lan- 
guage unfit for you to hear? Should not your 
eyes at leaſt make them ſenſible of the af- 
front offered to your ears? And if they are 
hardened enough not to be aſhamed, does it 
not become you ever after to ſhun their ſight, 
as you would ſhun a bear or a ſatyr? I am 


ſure you will think ſo, if you conſult either 


the dignity of your ſex, or the e of your : 
minds. 


Lo vr grafted on eſteem, or fed by it, is 


a juſt and noble principle. But how has it 


been diſgraced by worthleſs pretenders! Join, 


my ſiſters, with all your power to vindicate | 
its honours. Let the ſanctity of your con- 
duct ſerve, as much as poſſible, to recal the 
paſſion from empty form and criminal indul- 
gence, from the blind admiration of an out- 
| fide, and the ſhort- lived gratification of youth- | 
ful deſire, to a genuine, holy, and enlighten- ? 
ed affeftion ; ſuch as ſpringing. chiefly from a | 
ſympathy of honeſt and generous hearts, ſhall | 


flouriſh when fancy, youth, and beauty, are 
no more. 


Ir 
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Ir women will marry men of bad morals, 


if from whatever motive they will manifeſt- 
ly endanger their own falvation, by forming 
ſo intimate a connexion with thoſe who be- 
tray a total neglect of theirs; what can we 
ſay either for religion, or the ſex, that will 
7 make any impreſſion on thoſe who are preju- 5 
_ diced againſt both? What can ſhe plead that 
accepts, without ſcruple, the hand a man, 
who is ſeldom or ever ſeen in a place of wor- 
| ſhip, and whoſe companions are known to be 
profane or licentious? Is this to act, in the 
3 greateſt concern of mes. like a Pon of Prin- 5 
8 ciple? 5 


Ir is a common complaint, nor can the fact 


be denied, that moſt of our young gentle 
men now a days entirely diſregard religious 
Inſtitutions. But how can it be expected they 
| ſhould do otherwiſe, fo long as they find them- 
ielves, in general, no way the leſs acceptable 
to the ladies, for ſuch laſhionable implety ? 
What a 1 in „ women Foteſhng | 
* Godlineſs ? ; 


n fo much diſorder, and ſo many 


ſnares on all hands, what can be ſo wiſe {or | 
you, my Chriſtian friends, as to take refuge 
more and more in the fan&uary of Devotion? 


5 —Let us not t diſſemble the truth. The greater 2 
IF | 


part 
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| part of either ſex fiudy to prey on one an- 
other. The world, in too many inſtances, | 13 
a theatre of war between men and women, 


Every ſtratagem is tried, and every advantage 
taken, on the ſide of both. On the ſide of the 


former, ſtrength and daring are joined to art 


and ambition, in which the latter abound. 
'To make a truce they often meet. Even pre- 


liminaries towards a peace are often pro- 


poſed. Individuals paſs over to the camp of 

the enemy, and are reconciled. But what ſhall 5 
we ſay of the contending powers at large? 

Methinks they reſemble this, and < neiFbour- 
ing kingdom, between which a general truce 
is always ſhort, and a national peace never ſe- 
cure. 


To many young women the preacher v will 
ſeem as one that mocks. The men they 
conſider as "thets beſt friends; and a laſting 
union is what they long for as the height of 
happineſs. An union, by one means or an- 
other, will Probably take place. And if it 
| ſhall, to know that it proved laſting, entire, 
and happ!, as h appy as the preſent ſtate per- 
mits, would, you may be well aſſured, give 
the preacher pleaſure. But if from this, o, 
any imaginable connexion upon earth, 50% 
hope for compleat felicity; your hopes willf 
be vain. Imperfe& yourſelves, you have no 


right o expect perfection from men. In the 
5 mol q 
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mot agreeable attachments, you will ſtill find 
a mixture. The beſt characters will ſome- 
8 times ſay, or do that, which ſhall occaſion 


pain; daily intercourſe will dull the reliſh of 


delight; and diſagreeable accidents, but eſpe- 
cially. ſevere diſtreſs, will not improve the 
_ taſte for it. Devotion, dearly beloved, Devo- 
tion will ever be your ſureſt and ſweeteſt re- 
1 ſource. « Acquaint 9 therefore now _ 


= bo with God, and be at peace.” 


Even now, I doubt not, ſome of you per- 
ceive that all beſides is uncertain and unſatiſ- 
factory. Your father and mother have for- 
ſaken you by death; or which | is worſe a great 
deal, by unnatural cruelty, or horrible ſelfiſh- 
+ Neth... You have not perhaps in the world a 
friend to ſupply their place: or if you have, 

you cannot but know that human triendſhips 


ing are often fallacious, and like other human 


comforts always precarious. Every thing in 
nature is ſubje& to viciſſitude; and nothing 
more uſual than for men to adopt a different 
daeportment as their circumſtances or intereſts, 
their opinions or humours, vary. There is 
but one immutable friend, « a friend that 


12 Kb ſticks cloſer than a brother,” a lover, or a 
Oo} parent. „ He is the fame yeſterday, and to 
; "Th day, and for ever. He will never leave 
% „ you: he will never forſake you.” He has 


! engaged himſelf by his promiie and «6 he 1 is 
8 25 cc not 
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c not man that he ſhould lie, neither the {on 
of man. that he . repent.” : 


I Have often . that, : in ſome re- 
ſpects, there is not any creature ſo forlorn or 
ex poſed, as a young woman, beautiful, unex- | 
perienced, ſingle, almoſt wholly friendleſs, 
bred to affluence, left in dependance, perhaps 
in indigence, of which ſome wretch, curſed | 
with wealth, is willing to avall himſelf for the 
vileſt ends. While I paint ſuch a ſituation, - 
who does not ſee the end of Piety ? What re- 
mains for this pretty ſufferer, but to hold faſt 
her innocence at all adventures, and look up 
to him © with whom the fatherleſs find mer- 
ce ey. 9 Protect me, O my heavenly Fa- 
« ther, my only ſure and never failing friend; 
protect thy poor, dependant, helpleſs crea- 
« ture. From this wilderneſs of life I lift up 
* my eyes to thee; to thy throne of pity 1 
« ſtretch out my arms ſor ſuccour. Behold, I 
am needy, and feeble, and full of affliction. 
6 ] tread among ſnares ; I tremble for fear, — 
But Thou art merciful Save me, O Lord, | 
© moſt mighty; ſave me from evil men, from 
« vain companions, from folly, from my ſelf. 
« My wants ſupply, moſt gracious: my weak- 
© neſs ſtrengthen : for ever guard the virtue 
« by thee implanted. Thou art the guide of 
* my youth; lead me in a plain path, becaule 
of my enemies. Let none have power to 
IS OO = 6 hurt 
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© hurt me; may ſome have the goodneſs to 
« ſupport my ſteps. Send down Wiſdom from 
© thy holy heavens, that ſhe may labour with 
© me continually, and ſweetly counſel me in 


all my doings. In Thee, O God, in Thee 


\ 

3 

2 

b 

. 

1. » 
7. 5 
| BE, 
b. 5 * 

TY 
Yoo 
: 


alone have I put my truſt let me never be 
« confounded. Be my God for ever and ever, 
5 and my guide even unto death. I aſk it for 
_ © the ſake of my Divine Redeemer, Amen.“ 
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8 E R M ON X. 
On Female Pity. 
& TIM. 
| ie beeometh women pon ging Godin, 
| P ROV. Gt 30. 


| Favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain: but a 
 avoman that feareth the Lord, She ball be 
1 a 


\EVOTION, my beloved hearers, is a 
buſineſs of too much importance and 
ö a to be yet diſmiſſed from our meditation. 
| What has been already faid on this head, is 
but a ſmall part of that which I-would -recom- 
| mend to your attention. From a former hint 
you will already conceive, that to preſent you 
here with a regular ſyſtem of piety is not my 
deſign. Such an attempt were ſuperfiuous. 

Of the ſpiritual kind there are books innume- 
| rable, in which you will meet with all that can 
be faid on the ſubjet in general. The In- 
ducements to Religion, which are more im- 
mediately derived from your ſex and ſituation, 
together with thoſe Effects, and thoſe Excr- 
eiſes of it, that concern you more particularly, 
are the points to which my Plan properly con- 
fines x me. 
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I WII L. begin this diſcourſe by removing: 


bar, which has been thrown in our way by 


| thoſe who have appeared fond of l oc 
caſion to depreciate the better half of the hu. 
man ſpecies. The devotion of women hf 
been conſidered as nothing more than tle 
paſſion of love directed to a divine objet, 
when in reality they longed for an inferior one 


or happened to be diſappointed 1 in their wiſhes; 


an opinion which has given occaſion to forme 
wit and more ridicule. 


Ir ſeems to have proceeded chiefly fronfſ 
two cauſes; the amorous ſtyle which has by 
too many female” pens been adopted into deve 
tional writings ; and the multitudes of your 


women who, denied originally the opporturi 


ty of indulging their natural inclinations, ag 
afterwards croſſed in the purfuit of them, har 


flung themſelves headlong into the gloomy re. 
treats of a miſtaken piety, where they han 


been taught to offer at a heavenly ſhrine tho? 


fires which were not ſuffered to burn Pl L 
| elſcwhere. i | | 


Bur now on the former circumſtance | | 
| would obſerve, that the language Of love has r 


ſo far as I know, been: admitted! into hooks of ce⸗ 


votion more ir quently by female than by malt 
authors; and that in this practice, both have 
- Provevly: thought themſelves warranted by the ; 
"exanrl 


ty ©. am, mw & „ © © 
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; example of Solomon in his well-known Song: 


a compoſition, of which 1 muſt needs ſay, 
that how naturally ſoever it came from a mon- 


arch of his character, in thoſe earlier days of 
eaſtern imagination and eaſtern ardour, it 
| ſhould by no means be made a model for 
Een Ia the New Teſtament, 


althouzl duced fom the ſame region, we 
fird ve ry little of this lort, and that little in the 


chaſteſt and pureſt ſtrain; at the ſame time that 
there we are expreſsly N and taught, 


« to H orſhip God who is a ſpirit, in ſpirit and 


im truth.“ But when we diſapprove of the 


praxtice as indiſcreet, muſt we condemn it too 


as ſenſual ; or hecauſe in ſome it may have 


been the ebullition of a laſcivious fancy, ſhall 


| we pronouvce it to be ſo 1 in all? Certain it is, 


8 among ſuch as have uſed it, there have 


| been not a few eminently diſtinguiſhed wy the 


purity of their manners? 


In the caſe of thoſe numerous votaries to 


che Church of Rome, who by violence or craft, 


deſpondence or ſuperſtition, are immured in 


| convents ; What can be more natural, more 
8 reaſonable, or in truth more neceſſary, than 
| that being deprived of the pleaſures. of this 
| world, they. ſhould atk conſolation from the 
next? Or if finding it impoſſible to cultivate 
ave | one of the itrongeft propenſities of the human 
ö heart, by that kind of commerce Which Na- 


ture 
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ture intended, can they be juſtly blamed for 
turning to an object, whoſe infinite excellence Þ 
ſhall furniſh endleſs ſcope for the beſt ſent. Þ 
ments and nobleſt affe&ions of the ſoul, thoſe Þ 
that are immediately connected with piety? 
Will not the ſame way of reaſoning be appli- 
cable to women living in the world? 1 1 
; hend, it will wah 


EY 2 4 


Burr the opinion we now examine would; at 
| bottom, reflect no diſhonour on feminine de- 3 | 
7 votion, did not thoſe who entertain it proceed 
upon a low idea of the paſſion referred to. 7 
Whatever hold that paſſion, for purpoſes ap- | « 
parently wiſe, may take at firſt of the anima t. 
part of our frame, they are utter ſtrangers to Lit 
its genuine character, who do not know that m 
it is capable of riſing to the utmoſt refinement. ff 
By pleading the cauſe of Virtuous Love, IJ { 
ſhall be able to prove its connexion with that Þ hi 
which is Divine to be founded in nature; IÞ ;; 
mean in cultivated nature, where a fone oi or 
the Divinity obtains. As virtuous love operates «., 
on both the ſexes pretty nearly alike, what!“ int 
am going to obſerve of its effects on the men or 
may, I believe, be juſtly applied to the im- 
"promone e by it on the women. 


A max ſees in ſome Public place a eren 
[un number of young ladies Who he never ſpoke a 
Wi 10 lle ſurveys them all. He 1 18 ruck with N 

one, 
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one, who i is really leſs beautiful than ſeveral 
| others preſent, and who is ſo even in his eyes: 
in her favour he decides at once. It is a com- 
mon caſe: how ſhall we account for it? I 
3 conceive, thus : Every countenance expreſſes, 
or is thought to expreſs, a character peculiar 
>| to itſelf; and that which correſponds moſt. 
with our particular taſte in the way of tem 
| per, behaviour, underſtanding, we neceſſarily 
at and ſpontaneouſly prefer. By this character 
e- therefore, whether real or imaginary, we are 
«| determined. As was hinted in a former diſ-_ 
to. Þ courſe, it 18 the ſoul we ſeek. With mind 
p- only can mind unite. That which is preſented 
na to our eyes attracts us merely as an image of 
% that which they cannot perceive. Our ſenſes 
hat may be faid to tie the knot; but, ſtrictly 
ent. ſpeaking, the knot is formed i in the ſoul. Our 
„ ſenſes are properly the vehicles of our affection; 
that but to that affection they {till act in ſubordina- 
3 IF tion. Tt is ſupreme. Its power indeed is ſo 


e et] great, that were the gratification of the ſen- 
rates ſes, in the paſſion we are now conſidering, to 
bat interfere with the intereſt of our nobler part, 
men or with this exalted ſentiment which conſti- 
im- tutes its joy, they would be ſacrificed without 
heſitation. To virtuous love the ſpirit of fa- 
1 crifice 18 eſſential. What hazards, hardſhips, 
great loſſes, and pains, has not this generous attach- 
ſpoke ment encountered, with plcafure and even 
with with ecſtaſy e in manifeſting its Zeal 
oe Vor. 5 E 


by 
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by the moſt arduous proofs! To mention but 
one inſtance amongſt ten thouſand, and that 
recorded in Holy Writ; we are told, that 
* Jacob ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, and 
« that they ſeemed to him but a few days,” 
—W hy ? For the love he had to her.” 


BuT now ſuppoſe the man we have juſt im- 


agined, to cheriſh with fondneſs the ſudden 
impreſſion made upon him by a certein ap- 
pcarance; to be introduced to the lady, And 


to admire her more and more for thoſe inter- 

nal qualities, which from that appearance he] 
preſumes her to poſſeſs. With her looks too 

he is every day more deeply ſmitten, but lil 


Ef they are the fancied picture of her mind 
This ideal form follows him every where, 

* Buſineſs, company, amuſement, he could not 
endure but for the thoughts of her, which 
are for ever intermingling. Her converſation, 
her ſmiles, her approbation, even the ſlighteſt 
marks of her regard, are to him happineſs une- 

qualied, and ſuch as can only be excelled by 

the entire poſſeſſion of the endearing. object. 

He purſues, he obtains it. And now ſuppole 
him to diſcover, that the charaQer he uſed to 

contemplate with tranſport was merely ima- 
ginary ; that the is. abſolutely deſtitute of the 

di iſpoſitions, the ſentiments, in one word, 
the ſoul which he has fondly figured— Need 

ſpeak the reſt ? Ab, what diſappointment and 

miſery: 
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1 ter Where now is his love? Where the 
ſacred, fervent, elevated paſſion, he fo lately 
foſtered as the felicity of his life? Intellectual 
and moral beauty he chicfly fought. He finds 
it not: and becauſe he does not find it, what 
happens? His very ſenſes, though remaining 


8 conſtitutionally the ſame, revolt, are diſguſt- 


ed, and chilled. The enchanting face en- 
' chants no more: and why? Becauſe it no 
| longer reflects the image that inflamed his 
| breaſt, A fool or a tyrant ſtarts up there, 


where ſenſe and ſoftneſs ſeemed to reſide. 


Boer. now let us reverſe this unhappy part 
f the ſcene, and ſuppole that the lady's real 


S anſwers to her appearance; that, 


inſtead of loſing, ſhe gains by a more intimate 
acquaintance ; in ſhort, that certain hidden 
graces, which no feature, form, or air could | 


fully expreſs, diſplay themſelves as circum- | 
| ſtances riſe to call them forth: what will be 


the conſequence ? That the youthful ardour 


ot our lover will increaſe? No, but a better 
ardour will; that of rational eſteem, ſen- 
| timental | complacence, and {cIf-congratu- 
| lation. The other, as. he advances in life, 
| will gradually abate, and at length vaniſh. 
| What then? Will his tenderneſs vaniſh, or his 
affection abate ? By no means. We have ſeen 
| that from the beginning it was the love of 

* mind principally. It is io now more than 


„ ever. 
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ever. It has leſs emotion; it has more ſolidi- 
ty : it is leſs earthly ; it is more divine. It is 
love mellowed into friendſhip.— What ſhall ] 


 fay? It is the fineſt feeling of the human 


Heart: and the attraction grows, partly by 
habit, partly by the increaſe of thoſe qua- 


lities that cauſed it on her ſide, and partly 
by the improvement of good diſpoſitions on 


his. Thoſe tumultuous and irregular plea. 


ſures to which perhaps, before he kney 


her, he was addicted, have now loſt thei! 
reliſh, The calm, yet intereſting Joys, he 
taſtes in her ſociety, occupy all his leiſure, 
From every engagement, whether of the 


| buſy or idle kind, he returns to her with 


new delight, glad to ſhake off the interrupting 
world, and impatient when it compels him 


to any long abſence. By the lovely ſympa- 1 


thies of her gentle boſom, his cares are ſooth- 
cd, his labours ſoftened, and his loſſes ren- 


dered eaſy. Is he ſucceſsful ? His ſucceſs i: FE 
triumph, from this thought, I ſhall be able u 


make her more happy whom my foul lovetb. 
Is ſhe in pain or ſickneſs? Does her health 


decline? Will this man look on unconcern- 


ed? Ah! no: he will hang over her bed o | 
diſtreſs with augmented fondneſs, with ar 


anguiſn more charming than all the luxur 
of ſenſual indulgence. Is her bloom wither: 


ed? Are the allurements of youth at lat 


Bone? Will he gow. ir diſferent? Meer no 


1 
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in his eye ſhe is handſome ſtill. In all ſhe. 


ſays, and does, and looks, he ſtill beholds, and 
ſtil admires, the unfaded and unfading beau- 
ties of her ſoul. | 


| 
„ Ir any profane o or - inſenſib le wretch, prone 
: to ſpeak evil of the things which he knows 
1 « not,” and which he cannot know, ſhould 
5 affect to treat this repreſentation with ridicule, 
as viſionary and unnatural, I can only pity him. 
= | You who are diipoied to be ingenuous and 
1 candid, may reſt aſſured that it is taken from 
ne! ie. Thoſe whom it reſembles will own it 
in true, while they find it imperfect. But im- 
ing 5 perfect as it is, it will, if I miſtake not, be 
un! ſufficient to prove the point for which 1 have 

F produced 11 it. 
pa- | 
)th- pw. „„ 
1 e my ſiſters, from that regard 


51 to perſon, which in the pureſt paſſion be- 


ie i be an original ingredient, but which we 
85 have found to be only an inferior ingredi- 
SE: ent, and one whoſe operation is ſoon dimi- 
$6 niſhed ; abſtract from this, and what is there 


in all che reſt, that may not be traced to the 
love of excellence? But what elſe, I would 
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tween the ſexes we have acknowledged to 


| gladly know, is the leading idea in the 
her love of God? Between that Firſt of Beings, 
| ] and the moſt accompliſhed of his creatures, 
| the diſtance indeed is infinite, The faireſt 
: „ 3 virtues 
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ever. It has leſs emotion; it has more ſolidi- 


ty: it is leſs earthly ; it is more divine. It is 
love mellowed into friendſhip. —W hat ſhall ! 


ſay? It is the fineſt feeling of the human 


Heart: and the attraction grows, partly by 
habit, partly by the increaſe of thoſe qua- 


lities that cauſed it on her ſide, and partly 


by the improvement of good diſpoſitions on 


his. 'Thoſe tumultuous and irregular plea- 


| ſures to which perhaps, before he knew 
her, he was addicted, have now loſt their 


reliſh. The calm, yet intereſting joys, he 


taſtes in her ſociety, occupy all his leiſure. 


From every engagement, whether of the 


buſy or idle kind, he returns to her with 
new delight, glad to ſhake off the interrupting 
world, and impatient when it compels him! 
to any long abſence. By the lovely ſympa- 
thies of her gentle boſom, his cares are ſooth-þ 
cd, his labours ſoftened, and his loſſes ren-Þ 
dered eaſy, Is he ſucceſsful ? His ſucceſs 17 
triumph, from this thought, * I ſhall be able i 
make her more happy whom my ſoul lovetb. 
ts ſhe in pain or ſickneſs? Does her health 


decline? Will this man look on unconcern. 


ed? Ah! no: he will hang over her bed off 
diſtreſs with augmented fondneſs, with a 


anguiſh more charming than all the luxuſ 
of ſenſual indulgence. Is her bloom wither: 


ed? Are the allurements of youth at lat : 


gone? Will he grow. irdifferent ? No, no 
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er 
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in "ha eye the is kandfoitic ſtill. In all ſhe 
ſays, and does, and looks, he till beliolds: and 
ſtill admires, the unfaded and unfading beau- 
ties of her ſoul. 


Ir any profane or inſenſible wretch, prone 
to ſpeak evil of the things which he knows 
c not,” and which he cannot know, ſhould 
affect to treat this repreſentation with ridicule, 
a8 viſionary and unnatural, I can only pity him. 


You who are diipoted to be i ingenuous and 


E. candid, may reſt aſſured that it is taken from 
life. Thoſe whom it reſembles will own it 


true, while they find it imperfect. But im— 
perfect as it is, it will, if I miſtake not, be 
ſufficient to prove the point tor which J have 
produced it. 


Aab rE Aer, my ſiſters, from that regard 
to perſon, which in the pureſt paſſion be- 


| tween the ſexes we have acknowledged to 


be an original ingredient, but which we 
have found to be only an inferior ingredi- 


ent, and one whoſe operation is ſoon dimi- 
'niſhed ; abſtract from this, and what 1s there 
in all the reſt, that may not be traced to the 
love of excellence ? But what elſe, 1 would 
1 know, is the leading idea in the 
| love of God? Between that Firſt of Beings, | 
and the moſt accompliſhed of his creatures, 
| the diſtance indeed is infinite. The faireſt 

| 2 3 virtues 
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virtues we ſee wood us are at beſt but faint 
emanations from him, who is © the per fecti- 
« on of beauty.“ But from theſe, and from 
the admiration they inſpire, it is, that we 
are led up to him, as by ſo many pleaſing 
though ſcattered "Arconts to their foun 
tain. 


AxD now ſuppoſe that a young woman, 
pofleſſed With the belief of this higheſt ex- 
cellence, is diſappoir ited in her profpects cl 
an agrecable union with one of our fex: 
ne turns her thoughts to heaven. She con- 
templates truth and rectitude, wiſdom ard 
goodneſs, power, mercy, and faithſulneſs, in 
their ſource. She conſiders them as all work- 
ing together for her good; ſhe ſees them 
ſhining through the. cloud of difappoint- 


way, 


ment. From thi Us cloud ſhe hears, as it 


were, her Maker thus addreſſing her: 
My daughter, give me thy heart. Thy 
© ſupreme affection none upon earth can 
« deſerve. Human attainments are all 
© defeQive; human regards are often in- 
ſincere. Put not your truſt in the ſon 
of man: he may deceive, or he may 
© change, or he may not be able to protect 
* you. But of this kind you have nothing to 
fear from your Creator. Throw thyſelf, my 
child, on my friendſhip *-—She is not diſobe- 
dient to the heavenly call. She proſtrates a 
VV 10 
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God, 


Herſelf, yields a pleaſure hitherto unknown. 
In the midſt of ſociety ſhe longs for its return; 


unnatural, 
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ſelf in the preſence of the Moſt High. To 
him ſhe devotes that heart which he formed; 


to him the pours it out with freedom. 
adores the perfections of his nature; the frail- 


ties of her own, with all the Fallings of her 


life paſt, ſhe penitently confeſſes; her tears 
low. Her mind is relieved ; 
vades her ſoul; 
rohr. 

Fall; Religion riſes before her in full majeſty ; 
everlaſting objects open to her view; ſolitude 
and ſilence begin to charm, Converſe with her 


with her Savicur, with her Bible, with 


trom the diſſipation of amuſement ſhe retreats 


with joy; ſelf-denial for the ſake of God, and 


zoodneſs, loſes its name; her duty is her de- 


icht; the ſpirit of ſacrifice is felt in all its no- 
bleneſs. 
Say, ye ſons of raillery, ye ſcoffers at female 
devotion, declare; what is there in all this, 
irrational, or in any reſpect un- 
ſuitable to the beſt conceptions of the human 
mind? 


From what I have ſaid let none imagine, 


that I mean to infinuate female devotion may 
not be found i in married as well as ſingle like; ; 
or that a woman will not have 3 to 


| piety, unleſs ſhe | 18 driven to it by diſappoint- 


2 ed 


19 


She 


conſolation per- 
eut of weakneſs ſhe waxes 
rong. Virtue never appeared to her half ſo 


She is great, and ſhe is happy.— 


0 
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ed love. This, like every other diſtreſs, and 
more perhaps than any other, will prompt à 
young perſon of reflexion to turn to the Al. 

mighty. But of worth or ingenuity thoſe 
ſurely have no true feeling, who think that 

the character of the Supreme cannot from i 
heart well diſpoſed command an affeCtionatc 
veneration in any condition, or under any cir- 
cumſtance whatſoever, —. 


THAT in Female nature there are certain 

| Qualities, which ſeem peculiarly calculates, 
by the grace of God, to diſpoſe it for the re- 
ception and culture of this divine principle, 1 
will proceed in the next place to demonſtrate. 


THAT your bs are, in a particular degree, 
ſuſceptible of all the tender affections, will, ! 
preſume, be allowed by moſt. Their propen- 
ſity to thoſe, with which the paſſion of love is 
more immediately complicated, has been charg- 
ed upon them by many as matter of reproach. 
What to me appears in general to do them ho- 
nour, is the warmth of their attachments, 
and their aptitude to be affected with whatever 
has a tendency to touch the heart. But I have 
always thought that the ſpirit of devotion de- 
pends on fentiment, rather than ratiocination ; 
on the feelings of gratitude and wonder, joy 
and ſorrow, triumph and contrition, hope 
We e e 
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= and fear, rather than on theological diſquiſi- 
+ tion however profound, or pious ſpeculation 


however exalted. Religion, it is certain, has 


been often mazed and loſt in the labyrinth of 
ſchool-divinity. Although, in * contending 


« for the faith once delivered to the ſaints?? 
againſt the attacks of unbelievers, found criti- 


ciſm and diſpaſſionate argument be undoubted- 


ly the proper weapons, and although to think- 


ing minds they be alſo the natural inſtruments 
of information and conviction; yet it is not by 


them that the devotional principle 1s awaken- 


ed and kept alive. 


Fox unintelligible impreſſions, or wild en- 


thuſiaſm, I am not an advocate. He that is, 


| Expoſes religion to diſgrace. Common ſenſe, 


calm reflexion, univerſal righteouſneſs, a hu- 
manity unlimited by party, a moderation that 
can applaud virtue in an enemy; theſe, my 
dear charge, muſt never be given up on any 
pretence, or for any perſuaſion. A faith with- 


out morality, a devotion repugnant to reaſon, 


are not Chriſtianity; but hypocriſy, or ſuper- 


ſtition. Beware of thoſe that under the maſk 


of zeal would ſeck to remove you from the 
only ground which, by God's bleſſing, can ſe- 


cure your ſtedfaſtneſs, improvement, and com- 


fort ; I mean a ſober evangelical piety. 


; E 5 5 IN 


0 
n n _— . 
* 12 >» + » as on 


be 
8 A 1 V - 2 2 
5 — — — — *. s — 2 
— — al m5 — A 277 — 1 9 — 


r 
8 


— 


1 
bs” 
"% 
"x 
4 
„ 
8510 
1 0 
1 
1 
os 
A. 
10 
0 
1 
* 1 


\ 

g 
1 
1 
4 
1 
1 


| 82 S E R M ON X. 


In the days of the apoſtles there were thoſe 


that“ lay in wait to deceive, that crept into 


& widows houſes, and led captive filly wo- EF 


„ men.“ In our days their ſucceſſors are nu- 
merous. I ſay again, Of ſuch beware; „ leſt 


by any means, as the ſerpent beguiled Eve 
5 through his ſubtilty, ſo your minds ſhould 
ce be corrupted from the ſimplicity that 1s in 
« Chrilt.” Remember always, that what- 
ever teacher or teachers would avail them- 
ſelves of the warmth of your paſſions, or 
the vivacity of your imaginations, to ſeduce 


you into any ſyſtem unfriendly to a good 


temper and a good life; do either miſtake 
the true deſign of the goſpel, or have an 


ill deſign on you. But then on the other 


hand you may be equally aſſured, that what- 


ever teacher or teachers would attempt by 
dry diſputation, or cold enquiry, to con- 


vert or edify ſouls, are ſtrangers alike to na- 
ture and to Chriſtianity. What in truth is 
the latter, but an affectionate and powerful 
addreſs to the former, divinely adapted to take 
hold not of the underſtanding only, but of the 
conſcience, the will, and the paſſions; that 


is, of the moſt vital and operative principles of 


the heart! 5 


Amons the reſt I mentioned the paſſion of 


: Fear, We are told vy an Apoſtle, that“ perfect 
| cc love 


ce love caſteth out fear.” 
in matters of religion, cannot, ſtrictly under- 


FF ſtood, be ſuppoſed compatible with human 


| Cone it already. 


| nipotence. 
the art of turning 


frailty. To that is the ſyſtem of Jeſus graci- 
| There the paſſion I ſpeak 
of is applied to, in a manner the moſt ſtriking 
that can be conceived. But for what pur 
poſe? Todamp reſolution, or diſhearten hope ? 
No; but to reſtrain the impetuoſity of deſire, 
and to prevent the miſery of diſorder; not to 
| frighten you from the mercy-ſeat, but to ſhew 
| you the neceſſity of taking ſhelter there. 
my female friends, are naturally fearful. A 
conſcious weakneſs prompts you continually to 


ouſly proportioned. 


ſeek protection. Feeling yourſelves, and know- 


ing your ſex to be helpleſs, you fly to men for 


ſafety. But do you always find it in them ?— 
Need I point you to a ſure refuge? I have 


Jam certain you have not; 


your infirmities to your 
own advantage, 10 far as concerns your influ- 


| ence with our {ex. But that power, which you 
| thus extract from imbecility, is often, alas! 
ö by the unhappineſs of your paſſions, only 
rendered productive of new and greater weak- 
| 2 neſſes; 


Are you mortified at the ti- 
midity of your nature? Are you depreſſed by 
| the feebleneſs of your frame? I know not that 

Jou have cauſe. 
if a ſenſe of your condition has induced you to 
put yourſelves under the guardianſhip of Om-- 
Many of you, it is evident, have 
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neſſes; whereas, if you were wiſe, you might 
on your natural frailty build an invincible 
ſtrength, by ne the Protection of che 
— | 


Your Encouragements to do this, by the 
practice of ſuch a piety as I am now re— 
commending, I will conſider in the next place; 
thoſe encouragements, I mean, which both 
Providence and Scripture preſent to your ſex 
with an appropriation as obſervable in itſelf, 
as it ĩs merciful to you. 


N can be more plain, than that 


Providence has placed you moſt commonly in 
circumſtances peculiarly advantageous for the 
_ exerciſes of devotion, and for the preſervation 
of that virtue, without which every profeſſi- 
on of godlineſs muſt be regarded as an impu- 
dent pretence. The ſituation of men lays 
them open to a variety of temptations, that 
lie out of your road. The buſtle of life, in 
which they are generally engaged, leaves 
them often but little leiſure for holy offices. 
Their paſſions are daily ſubject to be heated 
by the ferment of bolinels; and how hard 
is it for them to avoid being 1mportuned to 
exceſs, while ſometimes a prefent intereſt, 
frequently a preſling appetite, and yet more 
frequently the fear of ridicule, ſtimulates them 

| „ | to 
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to comply ! 18 very hard for a young, man 


to withſtand 


«© The wodd's: dread laugh, 


„Which ſcarce the firm | anna. raed can 


65 ſcorn!” 


In dls caſe of our ſex, do we not often Tee 
ranked on the ſide of licentiouſneſs that repu- 


tation which ought to attend on ſobriety 
alone? Is not the laſt openly laughed at by 
thoſe, to whoſe opinion giddy young men 


will pay moſt reſpect, their own companions ? 
Is not its contrary cried up as a mark of ſpirit ? 
And if, in their unreſtrained converſation 
amongſt a diverſity of humours, they meet 


with affronts, are they not conſtantly told, 
that the maxims of honour require them to 


| take revenge? Is not all this extremely un- 
favourable to the religious life, of which ſo 
great a part conſiſts in purity and prayer, in 
| regularity and coolneſs, in ſelf- command and 
mild affections? But from ſuch ſnares your 


ſex are happily exempted. 


IN many inſtances men are attacked by 


folly, before they ſurrender; whereas women 


muſt generally invite it by art, or rather 1n- 


deed take it by violence, ere they can poſleſs 
| themſelves of its guilty pleaſures. So far the 
- Almighty, in conſideration of their debility, 
and from a regard to their innocence, has raiſ- 


ed 
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ed a kind of fence about them, to prevent. 
thoſe wilder excurſions into which the other 
ſex are frequently carried, with a freedom 
unchecked by fear, and favoured by cuſtom. 


Conrvuyr as the world is, it certainly does 


expect from young women a ſtri& decorum; 


nor, as we have ſeen before, does it eaſily for- 


give them the leaſt deviation. And then, 
while you remain without families of your 
own, few of you are neceſſarily ſo engaged, 
as not to have a large portion of time with 
daily opportunities for recollection, if you are 
| inclined to improve them. I go farther, and 
ſay, that your improving them by a piety the 

moſt regular and avowed, if withal unaffected 
and amiable, will be no ſort of objection to 
the men, but much the reverſe, 


A niGoTED woman every man of ſenſe will 
carefully ſhun, as a moſt difagreeable, and even 
dangerous companion. But the ſecret reve- 
rence, Which that majeſtic form Religion im- 


prints on the hearts of all, is ſuch, that even 


they who will not ſubmit to its diftates them- 
ſelves, do yet with it to be regarded by thoſe 
with whom they are connected in the neareſt 
relations. The verieſt infidel of them all, I 
am apt to believe, would be ſorry to find hi; 
ſiſter, daughter, or wife, under no reſtraint 
from religious principle. Thus it is, that even 
the greateſt libertines are forced to pay, at the 

ſame 


SERMON X 3 


| | fame inſtant, a kind of implicit reſpect to the 


two main objects of their profligate ſatire, 


E Piety and Women ; while they conſider theſe 


as formed for each other, and tacitly acknow- 
ledge that the firſt is the only effectual means 


of enſuring the good behaviour of the laſt. 
Let them talk as long, and as contemptuouſly 
as they will, about that eaſy credulity, and 
| thoſe ſuperſtitious terrors, which they pretend. 
to be the foundation of your religion; ſome- 


thing within will always give them the lie, 


ſo long as they perceive that your religion ren- 


ders you more ſteadily virtuous, and more 
truly lovely. 


Buy let us turn to Scripture, and foe what 


peculiar incitement you have from thence to 


the profeſſion and practice of godlineſs. How 
encouraging to reflect, that the very firſt 


promiſe made to the human race diſtinguiſned 


your ſex with a mark of honour, as ſignal as 


| it was unexampled! Need I explain myſelf by 
| ſaying, that the greateſt perſonage who ever 
viſited our world, he who came on the moſt 
| important deſign, and who executed it in the 
| moſt wonderful manner, none other, in ſhort, 
| than the ſon of God, who was manifeſted to 
60 deſtroy the works of the devil, and on their 
| Tuins to raiſe an empire of righteouſneſs and 
| happineſs, elevated as heaven, and laſting as 
eternity that He, I ſay, was from the begin- 
ning predicted under the ſingular and intereſt- 


ing 
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ing character of © the ſeed of the woman?“ 
How exalting a circumſtance for your whole 
ſex, that the Saviour of men, the admiration 
of angels, and the prince of heaven, was ac- 
cordingly “ in the fulneſs of time made of a 
« woman!” And, Oh, my young friends, 
what dignity will it for ever refle& on mai- 
den virtue, that „ a virgin conceived and 
© bore a ſon, the only begotten of the Father, 
4 full of grace and truth ??” Where is the re- 
ligion, or the philoſophy, that has lifted your 
nature ſo high, or placed the beauty of female 
purity and excellence in a licht ſ0 conpicy* 


ous and noble? 


Non muſt we forget to take notice of the 

particular honours, with which individual; 
of your ſex have had their memories tranſmit- 
ted to poſterity by the ſacred records. Not 
to inſiſt on the females of the Old Teſtament, 
that © through faith have obtained a good 
report; it merits your obſervation how 
many we read of in the New, who, for the 
duties of devotedneſs to their Saviour, the li- 
beralities of reſpect to his perſon, and even 
the heroiſm of zeal in his cauſe, are marked 
out with a pre-eminence perfectly GOT 
able. | 


Wurx of his dle the moſt ſanguine 
had denied, had even forſworn, and all the 


; reſt had forſaken him "and fled z we find thoſe 
faithful 


03. 42.09 ©" oy: {='s 


02 


faithful and centle creatures ſurrounding his 
croſs with lamentations, which they were nei- 


23 ther aſhamed nor afraid to avow. Never ſure 


did female tears appear more graceful. Nor 
| were they merely that tranſient flow of mecha- 
, | nical grief, ſo eafily furniſhed by too many 
eyes, where the heart has little or no ſhare in 
the ſoft effuſion. The love which thoſe de- 
„ vout daughters of Jeruſalem bore to their ma- 
. | fer, nothing could extinguiſh, Who has not 
r read that affecting ſtory of the viſit to his ſe- 
e pulchre, paid by the pious Mary's and their 
- little company, together with the kind, ge- 

nercus, and, as it might have proved, very 
hazardous purpoſe which produced it? Their 


ne if ſetting out alone, at ſo early an hour, while 
it was yet dark, to engage in ſo ſolemn a ſcene, 7 
| afforded a ftriking proof of the courage and 
ot conſtancy with which their piety had inſpired 


them, amidſt all that ſpirits like theirs muſt 


o forrow. In their countenances, words, and 


be geſtures on that occaſion, I think I read the 
by painful, yet amiable emotions, that wrought 
= in their tender throbbing hearts. I am parti- 
c 


cularly charmed with the eager anxiety, and 


ſh- beautiful diſtreſs of Mary Magdalene, whoſe 
I gratitude for the tranſcendent mercies ſhe had 
received, did then flame out with ſuch un- 
common fervour, While I contemplate the 
- | whole tranſaction, with the conduct that pre- 
? ceded it, 1 cannot but admire that juſtice 


which, 
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which, in preference to all others, honoured 

thoſe excellent women with being the firſt 

witneſſes and publiſhers of Chriſt's reſurrec- 
tion, or, as an antient writer has expreſſed it, 
Apoſtles to the Apoſtles themſelves. A very 
natural, as it is in effect a moſt memorable 

atteſtation to their ſuperior attachment, and 
unconquerable fidelity. Surely it was not in 
_ vain, that the annals of inſpiration have reg. 
ſtered thoſe pleaſing facts with ſuch particula- 
rity. There they ſtand, and will for ever 
ſtand, illuſtrious monuments of female worth, 
in a conjuncture moſt peculiarly trying, and of 
the extraordinary approbation it met with tram 
him, in whole ſight devotion and perſcvsrance; 
affection and faith, will alwavs ontthine the 
more ſhowy qualities that fill the. world with 
hiſtory and wonder, 


1 SHOULD have mentioned before this, the 
i friendſhip of Jeſus to the ſiſters of Lazarus, 
his applauſe of the woman of Canaan, and 
his pathetic addreſs to the women who follow- 
ed him weeping, while he carried his croſs. 
It is likewiſe worthy of remark, that of al) 
the diſciples, he who ſeems, in a certain di- 
vine ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, to have reſem- 
bled him moſt, directed one of thoſe epiſtles 

which make a part of our ſcriptures to a Lady, 
a perſon of diſtinction much reſpected by him 

and all the believers of that time for her emi- 
nent piety) and” that of her earn 


AND 
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Axp now if, with encouragements like 
theſe to the love of God and of your Savi- 


our, any of you, my fair auditory, ſhould 
live in forgetfulneſs of both ; what ſhall we 
ſay of ſuch, but that they are deſtitute of 


true ambition, and totally inſenſible to the 
moſ e favours of Heaven? 


Bur perhaps we ſhall be told, that thoſe 
perpetual flatteries which many of you meet 


with from men on account of its inferior gifts, 


ſuch as youth, beauty, fancy, ſprightlineſs, 
prevent or deſtroy thoſe better ſentiments 
which you might be otherwiſe diſpoſed to cul- 
brate. 1 doubt it not. But do you plead 


this as an excuſe? Your ſituation, we have 


granted all along, ſubjects you to temptations 
in particular inſtances, But we have now ſeen, 


| that it frees you from other very dangerous 


| ſnares, and includes the moſt powerful attrac- 
tives to your duty, What are you to infer 
from the whole, but that you ought to avail 
ourſelves of theſe advantages, for fortifying 
and guarding you where-ever you lie ex- 
| poſed? 


I Have juſt named what appears to me your 
ſex's weakeſt fide. To arm you on that, 1 
| have had opportunities of offering a variety of 


| Precautions. I now add, and it ſhall be my 
laſt conſideration o on this occaſion, that Reve- 


lation | 
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lation concurs with Reaſon, to furniſh the 
ſtrongeſt weapons of defence againſt that adu- 


preſent deſign. 
leſs undertaking. 
and that open or ſecret profligacy, by which 
they have been warped into ſcepticiſm, would 
in all likelihood bale any endeavours of mine. 
Ik they are not, however, ſo far gone in that 
_ unhappy ſyſtem, as to be reſolved againſt all 
ſober enquiry, I would earneſtly recommend 
to their peruſal a few of the many excellent 


lation, which is fo great an enemy to © your 


= ſouls. 


Tn Ar your ſouls are immortal is probable 


from reaſon, and certain from revelation, 
But the arguments from either J hold it unne- 
ceſlary to propoſe here. 


To attempt the con- 
viction of female infidels falls not within my 
Indeed I fear it were a hope- 
That prepoſterous vanity, 


writings, which this age and country have 


produced in favour of religion both natural and 
revealed. At the fame time I would juſt re- 
mind them, that the daring and diſputatious 


ſpirit of unbelief is utterly repugnant to female 
ſoftneſs, and to that amiable docility which, 
in their ſex, is ſo peculiarly pleaſing to ours; 


not to mention that from an infidel partner a4 


man can have no proſpect of conſolation in 


| thoſe hours of diſtreſs, when the hopes of fu - 
turity can alone adminiſter relief. — To you, 
my Chriſtian hearers, I was going to obſerve, 


that the ſtedfaſt and ſerious belief of immort- * 
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lity, as pointed out in your frame; and brought 
to light by the goſpel, will excite ſuch a migh- 
ty concern to ſecure its grand intereſts, ſuch 
a high ſenſe of your internal dignity, ſuch a 


predominant ambition of being acceptable 1 in 


his eye, Who can make you happy or wretch- 


ed for ever, as muſt neceſlarily leſſen in your's 


e external and periſhing ae 


Ir you are really ollelfed by thoſe princi- 
ples, he that from ſpiritual and everlaſting ob- 
jets would turn your chief regard to ſkin- 
deep and ſhort-lived allurements, will ſurely, 


in a moment of recollection at leaſt, be look- : 


ed upon by you as a tempter'to be ſhunned. 
That pride of life, which in the eye of folly 


ſwells into ſuch importance, will ſhrink and 
| fade away into its native littleneſs in her eſti- 
mation, whoſe thoughts are often entertained 
with the magnificence and ſplendor of eternal 
| things. 


To that young woman who, like her 
of Bethany, „has choſen the good part,” 


| who meekly penſive fits at the feet of Jeſus, 


and with delighted reverence hears his words; 


the inſinuation of the vicious, the impertinence | 
| of the vain, in ſhort, whatever would rob her 
of her portion, or obſtrut her enjoying it, 
will not, I think, be over pleaſing, To her 
the care of her ſalvation is the one thing need- 
ful. Compared with that, even the bcſt things 
| of this world appear, what indeed they are, 

but trifles; in which, becauſe the condition 
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of mortality makes it unavoidable, ſhe ſhares 
with chearfulneſs, but in which ſhe ſhares with 
moderation too, becauſe ſhe has ale to 
mind of infinite moment. 


1 Wray: ſhall it profit x a man, if he hat 
ec. gain the Whole world, and loſe his own 
« foul?” The queſtion was aſked by him, 
who knew right well the value of both. Fad 
he aſked, © What ſhall it profit a Woman, it if 
© ſhe ſhall gain the whole world, and loſe her 
© own ſoul?? would the ſtate of the queſtion 
have been altered? You will not ſay it. 
Weighed againſt a ſoul, the empire of the 
earth were duſt in the balance. What then 
| ſhall we call thoſe things, for which ſinners 
are daily forfeiting their ſalvation ? Tell me, 
ye flattered fair ones, what is the worth of 
praiſe or admiration from knaves, or from 
| fools, for which ſo many of you are ready tv 
Torfeit yours? Ye daughters of Vanity, tel! 
me what will dreſs, or ſhow, or gaiety of any 
kind, where God and goodneſs are neglected, 
profit in the day of wrath?” In that day of 
_ diſcovery and deciſion, what will appearances 


5 avail ?—Give me back theſe laſt ſentences: l 


bad forgotten; Dreſs, ſhow, gaiety, apnear- 
ances, will be then no more. — But hold; be- 
fore we look lo far, let us ice what they can 
| perform now. 


THEY 


EN 


F 


Tux can attra & attention; they can allure 
deſire; they can excite encomium, deceive 


the unwary, and captivate the weak, for a ſea- 


ſon. But inform us, ye boaſted beauties, who 


are told every day of your power, what per- 
manent eſſential good can it procure? Bring it 


to the proof. Bid the ſun that meaſures your 


days, ſtand ſtill; command the current of time 
that hurries you along, to ſtop ; 3 ſay to wrink- 


led age, to fell diſeaſe, to grim death, Ap- 
proach me not, ye frightful forms. Alas! 
they are deaf as the adder, and ſtubborn as 


the rock. Try then your influence in ſome 
leſſer thing. Make the experiment on the 


head-ach : enjoin it to be gone. It goes not. 


But perhaps the heart-ach may hear, and obey: 


your inward feelings at leaſt ſhould be under 
your controul. But you have given them the 
rein; nor will they be checked on a ſudden. 


While you have thought only of conquering 
other hearts, you have ſuffered headſtrong 


paſſions to conquer your own, Summon then 
your worſhippers, and order them 10 inter- 


poſe; ſee if by all their incenſe, and all their 
| zeal, they can keep you young in ſpight of 


years, or make you glad in ſpight of affliction. 


They are ſilent. Aſk them, if they will un- 
| dertake to die for you? They retire. | Call at- 
ter them“ Will vou anſwer for us at the 


judgment day ? Again that awful period 


| ruſhes on the mind. Als my. friends, what 


will 
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will you do then withoor Religion ? 'The 
thought. is big with horror. Then, then it 


| ſhall be ſeen, with an evidence bright and ter- 
_ rible as the funeral fire of Nature, flint 
cc beauty is deceitful, and favour is vain.”— 
But what means that univerial ſhout of human 
and angelic voices? What words are thoſe, 


which I hear reſounding through the aſſembly 


of the univerſe ?. “ A woman that fcareth the 


5 Lord, She ſhall be e pu” 
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MALE DEVOTION 
AND 
GOOD WORKS. 
F 


RAMON Xt 


Vor. II. 


}* 


Or 


Ol 


on Female Devotion and Good Works 


1 Tim. ii. 8, 9, 225 


7 will-—that women . themſelves i in node | 


apparel, with ſhamefacedneſs and febriety . 
. broidered bair, or gold, or pearle, 


* coſtly array, but (which becometh Women 
ing Godlinsſs) with God * orks. 


0 U have ſeen a venetabls matron en- 
circled with a race of lovely daughters, 

| all different from one another, yet all marked 
| with an air of mutual reſemblance, and tak- 
ng jointly after their honoured parent, to 
whom from time to time they direct their 


| looks with dutiful attention; while ſhe ſmiles 


on each by turns, ſuperintends their behavi- 
our, preſcribes their ſeveral occupations, en- 


| courages them in every thing praiſe-worthy, 
and, with a proper regard to their reſpective 


| talents and diſpoſitions, trains them to grow- 


ing excellence. In her, my fair ones, you 
| beheld an emblem of Religion Thus is that 
moſt dignified of all forms ſurrounded by the 
 Virives, her beautiful offspring; thus do they 


bear the lineaments of their common deſcent, _ 
and near affinity; and thus—But I leave you 
to trace the particulars of the ſimilitude. The 
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general truth on which it is founded, ſeem, 
Plainly intimated in our text, where Godlineſs 
is aſſumed as the leading principle of all that 
the Apoſtle inculcates on women, As women 


profeſſing Chriſtianity he addreſſes them ; and 


v hatever a conſiſtency with that profeſſion de- 
| mands, he would be underſtood to enjoin. 
He mentions particularly modeſt apparel, 


ſhamefacedneſs, ſobriety, and Good Works 


It now remains to enforce the laſt of theſe, 
together with thoſe Kind Affections which 


they preſuppoſe ; ; to touch as we go along on 


their Connexion with the Principle which 

gives them birth; and then, as briefly as pol. 

ſible, to ſhew in what manner that Principle 
may be cultivated with moſt ſucceſs, 1 


Bur before we proceed, truth requires one 
ting obſervation. It is this, that a- 
mongſt the many women profeſſing Godlineſs, 
the number of thoſe that practiſe it is compa- 
ratively ſmall. In all profeſſions, indeed, the 


mere pretenders will ever be numerous. They 


will be moſt ſo, in thoſe that are at once re- 


putable and difficult. That of religion, a 
Was formerly remarked, is approved of in 
your ſex even by ſuch as laugh at it in ours. 
At the ſame time it is certain, that when the 
| habits of piety have not been very early ac- 
quired, and very happily directed, by means 


of a wile education, the rareſt as well as the 
|  greatel 


: 
\ 
a 
a 


are bred to ditpatios and pleaſure. 


divine principle is cultivated with care and 
judgment, it is no leſs certain, that we may 
expect from it the moſt valuable fruits. And 


irſt; I fay, that a young woman profeſſing 


Filial Duty. ö On this ſubjeQ, as. on many 
others, the ſubtiity of ſpeculation has put cales,' 
which there is little probability of happening 


| which, next to the immediate ulumination of 


| turally acquit herſelf beſt, who has the deep- 
eſt ſenſe of religion. Keep thy father's 
| © commandment, and forſake not the law of 
| © thy mother. Bind them continually upon 
| © thine heart, and tie them about thy neck. 
When thou goeſt, it ſhall lead thee; when 

thou Beere it ſhall keep thee z and when 


VFC 
greateft of bleſſings, the forming them after- 
wards will always prove a taſk too arduous, 
and painful, for the generality of thoſe Who 


Bur has, on he: other hand, where this 


Godlinefs with underſtanding, and from choice, 
will never be wanting in the great article of 


in life, But where caſuiſtry is not neceſſary, 
it is IP to be hurtful, by involving the mind. 
in perp! exity and diſtreſs, if not warping the 
heart from that rectitude and ſimplicity, 


heaven, are the ſureſt guides to a worthy con- 


0 filial duty i in all its branches ſhe will na- 


3 60 thou 
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« thou wakeſt, it ſhall talk with thee. Who- 


& ſo revileth his father or his mother, his 


lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure darkneſ;, 


„The eye that mocketh at his father, and 
“e deſpiſeth to obey his mother, the ravens of 
* the valley ſhall Pon it out, and the young 

* eagles ſhall eat 1t.?”” Jeſus was ſubject unto 
- Ms patents. Children, obey your parent; 

in the Lord: for this is right. Honour thy 

„ father and mother (w Hich is the firſt com. 


% mandment with promiſe) that it may be 


„ well with thee, and thou mayeſt live long 
on the earth.” All this a Chriſtian daugh- 
ter has read with attention, and reflects upon 
with awe. It correſponds, in fubſtance, with 
the inſtinct of nature, which it contributes at 
once to corroborate and exalt. She who tru- 
ly reverences her parent in heaven, would 
tremble at the thought of diſhonouring his re- 
Preſentatives on earth. From their authority 
ſhe has acquired the idea of his; and thi- laſt, 


including all that can be conceived of great | 


and good, is the commanding idea of her life. 
If your parents are indeed pious, and you have 
profited by their inſtruction and example; 
how will your natural reſpe& for them be 
| heightened by religious gratitude ! You will 
think of them with ſecret rapture, as the in- 
ſtruments of a happy and immortal exiſtence 


your devouteſt prayers for their preſervation 


5 and comfort will daily aſcend to the throne 1 
5 JE 80 
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God. Thoſe prayers will; at the ume inſtant, | 


cheriſh the affections by which they are 


| prompted, and ſtrengthen your reſolutions ne- 
| ver, for any conſideration, to tranſgreſs the 
laws of filial piety. For how could they bear 


to be the wilful authors of pain to thoſe, for 
whoſe felicity they are led by every motive to 


preſent "oy, day the 18 fervent lupplies 


tions po 


= hos many of you have not the happineſs of 


ſuch parents as I have ſuppoſed, I am hear- 


your parents will not diſſolve the ties of duty, 
however itmay affect the ſentiments of eſteem :;. 
and if you think rightly, it will only excite 
your endeavours, by every winning reſpectable 
way, to promote their reformation; for which 


you will at the ſame time offer up, from the 
depth of retirement, your ſighs and vows to 
him who has the hearts of all in his hand. 


In truth, I am inclined to believe, that if 


there be any one thing more likely than ano- 
ther to draw down the grace of converſion on 
a parent, it is ſuch a conduct in a child. Ah, 


my young friends, what honour and joy would : 


in this caſe be yours! What a noble ſuperi- 
ority to thoſe unfeeling creatures of your ſex, 


who ſhew no ſolicitude with regard to their 
parents, but how to obtain from them ſome _ 
new article of drefs, or other gratification, on . 


which they have fixed their fooliſh fancies | 


F 4 5 Bor 


Bur ſome of you complain, that your pa. 
rents are cruel and tyrannical. I ſympathize 
with you yet more, if your complaint is juſt, 


But what do you mean by Cruel and Tyran- 


nical? That they will not indulge your extra- 
vagant vanity, or that they chooſe to reſtrain 
vou from purſuits, which they are apprehen- 
ſive would be hurtful? It is a wiſe and a kind 


ſeverity, if ſeverity it muſt be termed. How 
much are you indebted to them for preventing, 


by a little teraporary mortification, real and 

permanent infelicity! Not to ſay, that a ſmall 
degree of delicacy and conſideration would 
teach you to ſpare them in points, where your 
| Nations and their circumſtances concur, it may 


be, to render your requeſts particularly 1 im- 


: Proper. We" 


Bur! will ſuppoſe the worſt, that they are 
| really hard- hearted, and unnaturally rigid. It 
is a mighty trial. To bear it well will require 
all the fortitude oi faith Here then is an op- 
: portunity for diſplaying your principles in their 


utmoſt power. You are called forth to the 
conflict, as into a field of battle, where cven 


your ſex may reap immortal laurels. She is 
a heroine indeed, whoſe regard for her parents 


no unkindneſs of theirs can conquer. 


"Boe they would force you to ſacrifice your 
happineſs to a man whom you cannot love. 
There 


we 
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T here your ſubmiſſion } is to ſtop. No rakes of 
duty can oblige you to involve yourſelves in mi- 
ſery and temptation, by entering into engage- 


ments to love and to honour, where your hearts 
with-hold their conſent. —Barbarous wretches, 
and baſe, to offer thus to diſpoſe of your chil- 
dren, as you would of your cattle, to the 


higheſt bidder; to attempt, againſt every 


maxim of Nature and Religion, to drag the 


reluctant victims to the altar, and compel them, 
in the moſt ſolemn raanner, to profeſs what 
they do not mean, and t to vow what they can- 
not perform E 


| 1 1 willing however to believe, that ſuch. 
compulſion is uſed but ſeldom. The greateſt _ 
danger is leſt you, my unexperienced friends, 


ſnould be tempted to form the moſt important 


of all connexions, without the approbation of 
your parents. — What ſhall we ſay in ſuch a 
caſe? Where the reſolution is once formed, 

he that would undertake, by any methods of 
diſſuaſion, to prevent its being executed, might 
as well propoſe to check a torrent ruſhing from 
the top of a mountain. But we would addreſs 
you while in your ſober ſenſes ; that is, betore 
your imagination 1s pervertedand inflamed. Be 
aſſured, my young hearers, the ſtep in queſ- 
tion is very ſeldom taken but it is ſincerely re- 


| pented ; with this bitter aggravation, that ſuch 
' repentance can do no good. The paſſion that 
12 455 and hurried the parties is quickly a- 


F 5 bated. 


fidelity, of uninterrupted affection, made in 
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bated. There is nothing ſo tranſient, as the | 
N enthuſiaſm of mere youthful lovers after mar- 
riage. And now that reflexion takes place, and | 
conſequences begin to preſs; a thouſand im-. 
proprieties, fears, and diſquietudes, unthought i 
of before, riſe up to view, and quite diſen- W © 
chant our romantic adventurers. It is wonder- F 
ful indeed, what appearances of firmneſs and MW ' 
ſatisfaction a woman in ſuch a ſituation will 1 
wear before the world, in order to juſtify her 
choice. But ſurely unhappineſs is not leſſened 1 
by being devoured in ſecret, and in public 
diſguiſed. Perpetual reſtraint is perpetual 
wretchedneſs. Allow me to repeat it. Un- | th 
der the immediate impulſe of a violent attach. 1 
ment, I ſhould hardly give you or myſelf the th 
trouble to argue: but while you are diſen- 1 © 
gaged and calm, it may not be amiſs to re- 
mind you, that a parent, generally ſpeaking, 
is much more likely to judge with ſoundneſs 
for a daughter, than ſhe is for herſelf ; that 
Fancy alone is too ſanguine a counſellor to be 
a prudent one; that proteſtations of eternal 


the heat of blood, have no ſolid baſis; in a 
word, that the deliberate advice, which is dic- 
tated alike by length of days, knowledge of 
the world, and earneſt ſolicitude for a child's 
welfare, ought to be relied upon, rather than 
he haſty concluſions of juvenile defire, 


by +: 


SE RA MO N-AL: - 109 


IT is certain, after all, that the wiſeſt pa- 
rents may be miſtaken about the man they 
with a daughter to be connected with. But 
ſhe that marries with the ſanction of their 
countenance, will from thence, and from their 
continued or even increaſed kindneſs, derive. 
in the caſe of diſappointment a conſolation 
uv hich ſhe could not enjoy, had ſhe brought it 
on herſelf by her own indiſcretion and obſti- 
nacy. - | ES 


Orr thing here muſt not be forgotten; 
that the reflexion of having acted undutifully, 
in this or any other inſtance of importance, to 
thoſe who gave you birth, were alone ſuffici- 
ent to poiſon the whole pleaſure of life ; that 

is, if you are not loſt to every ingenuous im- 
preſſion ; but eſpecially ſhould their death put 
it for ever out of your power to make atone- 
ment. The horrors of guilt, that in ſuch a cir- 
cumſtance are apt to haunt anddiſtract the mind, 
more particularly if the parents were uncom- 
monly worthy, I have had repeated opportu- 
nities of obfer king but have no adequate lan- 
guage to exprels; fo protound is the convic— 
tion implanted by Nature of the ſacredneſs of 
| filial picty |—Need I add, that this extends ſo 
far as to demand ſubmiſſion in every cale, fl 
| where your duty to God or your peace of mind 1 
| does not intertcre : „%%% | 1 


: 1 
925 | WW 7 
Bur % 90 
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Bor it is not ſubmiſſion alone that is de- 


manded; nor will ſhe prove in any relation an 


amiable character, who does not ſhew herſelf 
an affectionate daughter. On the other hand, 
when a young woman behaves to her parents 


in a manner particularly reſpectful and tender, 


I mean from principle as well as nature, there 
is nothing good or gentle that may not be ex- 
pected from her, in whatever condition ſhe is 


placed. Of this IT am perſuaded ſo thorough- 


ly, that, were I to adviſe any friend of mine 
as to his choice of a wife, I know not whe- 
ther my very firſt counſel would not be, 


* Look out for one diſtinguiſhed by Rey atten- 


tion and ſweetneſs to her parents.? 'The 


fund of worth and affection indicated by ſuch 


a behaviour, joined to the habits of duty and 


_ conſideration thereby contracted, being tranſ- 
ferred to the married ſtate, will not fail to ren- | 
der her a mild and obliging companion. 


Vovs ſituation in life, which keeps you 


more at home than ſons, together with the 
turn of your education, and the ſoftneſs of 
your frame, that fit you for a thouſand little 


ſoothing offices, as well as domeſtic ſervices 


which they cannot properly perform, ſeem 
to point out to you a peculiar ſphere of filial 


excellence. - And here I pleaſe myſelf with 


| the ihought, that ſome of your boſoms are 


at this moment beating with tenderneſs to- 
wares 


Loy | 


V 


e ick or aged parent, whom Heaven, 


willing to furniſh a field for the exerciſe of all 
your gratitude and zeal, has at laſt thrown. 
upon your care. I think I ſee you, my charm- 


ing friend, like ſome guardian angel, tending 


day and night the bed of an honoured father, | 
who has loſt your mother, and who is worn 
| out with toil, and years, and pain. I ſee you 
liſtening, in deepeſt ſilence, to catch the leaſt 
intimation of his wiſhes. I ſee you watching 
eagerly every look, to learn his wants before 
he ſpeaks them; now gently raiſing his languid 
head to ſmooth the pillow, or miniſter ſome 


reviving cordial; and then wiping from his 


reverend face the cold ſweats, that begin per- 


haps to announce the approach of his end. His 


| groans are anſwered by ſighs ſtealing from you, 
but ſuddenly ſuppreſſed, for fear of adding to 
his anxiety on your account. To be the in- 
ſtrument of imparting to kim a minute? s com- 

| fort, a minute's caſe, is rapture. Mean 
while the good old man's eyes are now turned 
to you, with all the unutterable fondneſs of 
paternal love, melted by thoſe marks of duty; 
anon they are lifted to heaven in thankſgiving 
for ſuch a child, and ſupplication for everlaſt- 
| ing bleſſings on your head. Great God! 


what muſt a mind like yours experience in this 


3 conjunQure? Where is the daughter of Diſ- 


obedience or Folly, that ever felt in the gay= _ 
eſt hour a ſatisfaction, a tranſport to be com- 
pared with that, which dona piety dif- 
fuſes 
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fuſes through your bleeding heart? Nor will 
theſe exalted ſenſations be at all diminiſhed, if 


(Providence having denied the ſupplies which 
afluence gives) your virtue has prompted you 


by your labour or ingenuity, or, it may be, 
by parting with ſome admired ornament worn 
in your better days, to procure for a parent in 


| thoſe circumſtances neceſſary ſupport, or fea- 
ſonable refreſhment. N 


Lzr me next ſay fomewhat concerning Siſ. 


terly Affection.“ Behold how good and how 
„ pleaſant it is for brethren,” | and ſiſters, 
cc to dwell together in unity !”? Precious oint- 
ment is not more grateful to the ſmell, nor 
morning dew more refreſhing to the ſight, 
than domeſtic love is to the ſoul. Repreſent 


to yourſelves a numerous young family, free 


from care and animoſity, full of reverence for 
their Maker and their parents, ambitious to 
pleaſe and to excel, in a word, pious, dutiful, 
friendly, happy ; ; where the good humour and 
good ſenſe of each contribute to the eaſe and 
entertainment of all; while thoſe agreeable 


diverſities of temper ad underſtanding that 


take place amongſt them ſerve, like diſcords in 
muſic, to carry on the intellectual harmony. 
Who would not wiſh to be acquainted in ſuch. 
a houſe; who would not conſider it as the a- 
| bode of felicity? I hope. I paint no unuſual 
oe 2 „ 


WHERE 
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Warns the members are but few, felicity 
perhaps i is not ſo often found; unleſs it be in 
the more ſhady walks of life, where love and 
innocence delight to frequent. And why is it 
not? When I ſee two ſiſters, both of them 
pleaſing and both eſteemed, living together 
without jealouſy or envy, yielding to one an- 
other without affe ctation, and generouſly con- 
tending who ſhall do moſt to advance the con- 
ſequence and happineſs of her friend; Jam 
highly delighted : dare I add, the more highly, 
that ſuch charaQers are not very common ? 
And why are they not? The love of a ſiſter 
for her brothers is much more uſual. Whence 
too does this proceed ?—Fxamine your own. 
hearts on theſe ſeveral points. Poſhbly they 
can explain to you the difference, ſo obſerva- 
ble where there is a competition, and where 


there is none, or Where any tendencies to- 


wards 1t are happily loſt in the involutions of 
a large number. 


MarTHAa of Bethany was on the whole a 
worthy woman. She certainly loved her Sa- 
viour with ſincere devotion. Her ſolicitude to 
entertain him in the beſt manner ſhe could 
think of, was the reſult of her reſpect. But 
it was carried to an extreme; and her ſiſter's 
conduQ ſhould have taught her wiſdom. In- 
ſtead of this, ſhe grows peeviſh, and com- 
plains of that ſiſter. She is admoniſhed of 


mm s E N N O N XK 


her fault, while Mary is commended for her 
better behaviour. Martha, Martha, thou 

& art careful and troubled about many things: 
c but one thing is needful ; and Mary hath 
c choſen that good part OT ſhall not be 
taken away from her.” What pity that 
any tincture of ill humour, under whatever 


diſguiſe, ſhould have place in any breaſt where 


Jeſus is revered | Surely there is nothing more 
beautiful in a Chriſtian Woman, than good 
hemper a and kind affections e all eee 


I was once acquainted with a dos who 


- | ſeemed to be held up by Providence, as an 
example of the Joint power of theſe and of 
divine principle. She loſt her father early. 
Her mother's want of health made it necel- 
ſary for her to exert herſelf with double aſſi- 
duity and attention, in a family by no means 


ſmall, of which ſhe was the eldeſt child. She 


Was naturally active, to a degree very uncom- 


mon in one of her diſpoſition, which was the 


ſofteſt and meekeſt that can be conceived. She 
had imbibed from her infancy the deepeſt ſenſe 
of devotion that I have ever known. It was 
a devotion of that kind, which meeting With 
a heart originally upright, products uniform 
excellence. Such excellence was hers. When, 
in the courſe of a few years, her extraordi- 
| nary character recommended her to the choice 


of a man of ſingular worth, and good fortune; 
. | 5 | me 
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ſhe did not, with- the ſelfiſhneſs common on 
ſuch occaſions, forget her mother or the fa- 


mily ſhe had left behind her; but continued, 


with the entire approbation and cordial con- 


currence of her huſband, to manifeſt her filial 


and ſiſterly regards in the moſt effectual man- 


ner. She was none of thoſe narrow: ſouled 
women, who no ſooner ſtep into houſes of 
their own, than they ſeem to have all their af- 


fections and ideas abſorbed in their new con- 
dition; relinquiſhing at once the beſt compa- 


nions ot their youth; dropping the pen of 
friendly correſpondence, and ſhrinking up in- 


to a little wretched circle of anxieties, that 


exclude every liberal ſentiment, and every en- 
larged connexion. When the mother of this 


lady died, which happened not long after, ſhe 


became a mother to the helpleſs orphans, ſu- 
| perintended their education, watched over 


their deportment, promoted their ſettlement 
in the world, and ſympathized with them in 


all their diſtreſſes. When they alſo ſpread out 


into families, ſhe acted like a parent to their 


children. —To her own, of whom ſhe had 
many, bleſſed Lord, what a parent! Was it 
poſſible for them not to love one another, with 
| ſuch a pattern beſore them, and with ſuch in- 
| firutions as ſhe gave them? For they too 
| were depri ved of their father, while the greater 
part were very young. Her inſtructions were 
pious and wiſe; but it was her example, it 


was 
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| was that ineffable charm of humble worth and 
modeſt dignity, of maternal complacence and 
mildneſs almoſt unparalleled, which rendered 
them irreſiſtible, and diffuſed amongſt all about 
her the ſpirit of amity, and the ſmile of hap- 
pineſs. You will not be ſurpriſed if 1 ſubjoin, 
that there were many other families who ſhared 
in her labours of love, and among the reſt a 
very large one, the poor; whoſe bleſſings at- 


tended her through life, and whoſe tears fol- 


| lowed her to the grave: for, when ſhe died, 

they had alſo loſt a mother. It is hard to ſay 

upon the whole, whether ſhe was moſt be- 

loved, or venerated, by thoſe who knew her. 

But I uſed to think that, where-ever ſhe ap- 
_ peared, her preſence inſpired ſenſations ſome- 

what like thoſe we ſhould e W. ik we 
beheld a good angel. 


Arp thus 1 _ to ſpeak of Good 
Works in a comprehenſive view; that is, thoſe 
which proceed from kindneſs and compaſſion 
in general. When ſuch diſpoſitions predomi- 
nate, let it be obſerved, in the firſt place, that 
they are ingenious to diſcover, and diligent to 
improve, thoſe ways and means of beneficence, 

which paſs unregarded by the giddy and un- 
feeling. Many of you, my honoured: audi- 
ence, have it not in your power, through the 
obſcurity of your ſituation, and the ſtraitne!s 
of your circumſtances, to | indulge the generous 
proben 


SERMON XI. 11715 


| propenſions « of your nature. | While thouſands 
of your ſex are inflamed with the emulation 
of beauty, or agitated by the conflict of rival- 
ſhip, or miſerable becauſe they cannot be gra- 
tified with ſuch an article of ſhow, or admitted 
into ſuch a party of pleaſure ; you are ſigh- 
ing, becauſe not able more extenſively to ſuc- 
cour indigence, or more effectually to comfort 
ſorrow. Your ſighs, beloved, are heard in 
heaven; your wiſhes are regiſtered there un- 
der the head of Virtues; the willing mind is 
accepted now, and ſhall be recompenfed at the 
reſurrection of the juſt; your leaſt good deed 
ſhall not be forgotten by him, who marked 
and applauded the widow's mite. Whoſo- 
ever ſhall give to drink” unto a follower of 
Jeſus, “ a cup of cold water only, in the 
© name of a diſciple, verily I ſay unto you, 
| © he ſhall in no wiſe loſe his reward.“ You 
| W ſhall be eſtimated by the largeneſs of your 
bearts, not by the ſize of your fortunes. 
he liberal ſoul, that deviſeth liberal 
« things,” that execntes what it can, and 
| ſtops only where it muſt, or rather goes on 
| panting and praying for that happineſs to the 
human race, which it cannot have the joy of 


imparting ;—how honourable in the fight of 
God! 


Lr me remind you Farther of what ought 
alſo to ſolace you amidſt all your kind cares. 
Human happinels is made up of many little 
| ingre- 
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ingredients, with a few principal ones; and next 
to religion, thoſe People in reality contribnite to 
it moſt largely, who give the greateſt conſola- 
tion by their ſympathy, and the greateſt plea. 
| ſure by their friendſhip. Friendſhip and ſym- 
pathy, when thoroughly awake, are conſtantly 


employed in numberleſs pleaſing ſervices, and 


amiable attentions, to which language cannot 
appropriate names; but which the heart of the 
perſon obliged feels, and which rebounds with 
redoubled delight on the heart of the perſon 

obliging. I go farther, and ſay, that the ve- 
ry idea of your being diſpoſed to oblige is ob- 
ligation; becauſe it is in itſelf agreeable, and 
vue are indebted to every one that ä Us 
with an agrecable idea. 


"Aww then who has not remarked, that in 
doing benevolent things there is, both as to 
the time and the manner, a propriety which 
gives ineſtimable value even to the leaſt? The 
manner, in particular, is of marvellous effect. 
A charitable action gracefully done is twice 
done. 'To ſome people one would be willing 
to owe almoſt every thing, ſo handſomely do 
they confer a kindneſs; while from others 3 
favour, for the oppoſite reaſon, is a load. 


But who ſo capable of delighting by the man- 


ner, yet more than by the deed itſelf, as a 
lovely young woman, whoſe words, and ſmiles, 
and ſoftneſs, are, to the laſt of theſe, what a 

beau- 
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veautiful ſymphony and judicious accompani- 


ment in muſic are to a well managed voice? 


Bur, in truth, the advantages which your 
| ſex and age afford you in this divine employ- 
ment of doing good, are not to be expreſſed. 
Would to God your zeal were but in proportion 


to it Forgive me, Proteſtants, if on this oc- 


caſion I here remark with concern, how far 
many of you are outdone by multitudes in the 
Church of Rome, eſpecially amongſt her female 
votaries. Their frequent viſits to the abodes of 
| misfortune and pain, of poverty and ſickneſs, 
| their gentle miniſtrations to the ſufferers, their 
ſtooping ſo meekly to the meaneſt offices of 
compaſſion, offices of which the moſt diſtant 


thought would ſhock the falſe refinement of a 


| gay lady, place them I muſt own to me, amidſt 
| all the errors of their faith, in a point of light 

| highly reſpectable and engaging. Who can 
help me to a reaſon, why a practice ſo Chi iſt- 
like is not adopted in this country, where the 
| goipel is profeſſed in ſo much purity? Are we 
| afraid of being thought to embrace the doc- 
| trine of Merit by good works, entertained in 
| that church? It cannot be, amongſt thoſe who 
| have learned the truth as it is in Jeſus. None 
| ſurely was ever more ſelf- denied on this head 
than St. Paul; yet St. Paul was a flame of cha- 
| rity, In his doctrine, and in his conduct, 
| grace and virtue, faith and good works, went 
| hand in hand, inſeparable and triumphant. 
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Au, ye fair ones of Britain, who doat on 
the parade of public aſſemblies, and ſail along 
in the full blown pride of faſhionable attire, 
of which the leaſt appendage or circumſtance 
muſt not be diſcompoſed; thoughtleſs of hu— 
man woe; inſenſible to modeſt worth at that 
moment pining in many a ſolitary reſidence of 
want What ſhall I ſay more? Ye gaudy flut- 
terers, “ with hard hearts under {oft raiment,” 

as one has well expreſſed it; how much more 

brilliant and beautiful walls you appear in 
the ſight of ſaints and angels, were you now 
and then to exchange thoſe ſcenes of ſelfiſh 

ſplendor for the gloomy dwellings of wretch- 
edneſs, in order to light them up by your pi- 

ty and beneficence ! I bluſh for many of my 
countrywomen, poſſeſſed of fortune, who have 
never yet learnt its nobleſt and happieſt uſe; 
in whoſe ears the circulated whiſper of a well- 
dreſſed crowd admiring their appearance, is a 
more grateful ſound than the praiſe of widows 
and orphans ſharing their bounty ; who prefer 
the empty breath of adulation to the bleſſings 
of them that were ready to periſh. 


Go D be thanked, there are exceptions. 
Among the reſt I recolle&, with peculiar plea- 
| ſure, one lady of rank, whoſe name is never 
mentioned by thoſe who know her, without 
calling up the image of Charity; who, hav- 
5 ing no family of her on, has adopted the 
| indigent 
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indigent and deſerving ; ; whoſe whole life, not 
a ſhort one, has been devoted to munificence 3 


| who, in a word, ſeems to regard her wiakh: | 
merely as a fund depofited in her hands by the 
| Almighty, to be laid out with the ſtricteſt 


ö faithfulneſs for the god- like purpoſe of making 


thouſands happy. Exalted creature! how ho- 
| nourable, independant of thy birth ; how bleſ- 5 
ſed, to underſtand ſo well the deſtination of | 
| riches! A rare, and, as it ſhould ſeem from 


—Juſt- 


| this circumſtance, a difficult ſcience 1 
; 1 might the port exclaim, 


4 The rich ml 0 00 poſſefs their own, 


To feel their great abundance; and requeſt 


. Their humble rende to o help them to be 


a 64 bleſt.; | : 
{66 To ſee their treaſures, hear their gory 
tes told, 55 


1 And aid the wretched impotence of gold. 855 
He adds indeed, 


KL But Los great ſouls! and touch'd with 
„ warmth divine, 


&« ſhine. 


* All hoarded treaſures they i repute a Jad; 


er 1 Nor think their wealth their own, till well | 


W 06 ' beſtow'd. 4 
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| « Give gold a price, and teach its beams to 
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AmonGcsT the properties of the Virtuous 
Woman, in that celebrated paſſage formerly 
ſurveyed, it is ſaid, “ She ſtretcheth forth 
ce her hand to the poor, and reacheth her 
hand to the needy :” On which it has been 
' remarked, that after her induſtry for the ac- 
quiring of wealth is deſcribed, her liberality 
is next mentioned, as being the principal uſe 
| ſhe made of it, and precedes her providing 
ſcarlet for her houſhold, or fine linen and pur- 
ple for herſelf. —W hat ſhall we call thoſe wo- 
men, who either never think of the poor at 
all, or never till they have firſt ſacrificed to 
e and pride? 


w HERE are thoſe female penitents of thi 
load; that, like her of Judea, convert the in- 
ſtruments of their former folly and extravs 
gance into matter of humiliation and piety; 
that conſecrate, ſo to ſpeak, the ſpoils of Vice, 
by offering them at the feet of their Savi- 
our, while they proſtrate themſelves there in 
deep contrition ? The poor they have alway 
with them, and by ſhewing mercy to them, 
they may at once ſhew their reſpect for him, 
and 4 help to enſure mercy for themſelves. = 


Tr is worthy your obſervation, that in the 

lit Gi female names recorded in ſcripture with 
_ renown, that of Tabitha ſtands marked with 2 
particular note of approbation, as „ a diſciple 
66 who 
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. 0 win full of Good Works; and Alan 
b which ſhe did.” What a glorious memo-. 
rial! And what an additional honour does it 
| receive from the account immediately follow- 


ing! This excellent woman dies. An Apoſtle 


is in the neighbourhood. He is ſent for in 
| haſte; he arrives; he is conducted to the 
| chamber of the deceaſed. Her female friends 
ſtand by him “ weeping, and ſhewing him the 
„ coats and garments which ſhe had made”? 


for the poor. How natural a circumſtance ; 


and how eloquent] He felt it % kneeled down 
and prayed, and turning him: to the body, 
| « ſaid,” with a voice of power, “„ Tabi- 
e tha, ariſe ;”? working a miracle to reſtore 


a life ſo uſeful. From this amiable per- 


| ſon's being denominated in the hiſtory a Diſ- 
| ciple, I would only remark, that in thoſe 
| days a Chriſtian was known and characterized 
| by real excellence: whereas every thing now 
zs a Chriſtian, not excepting her who never, 
but when forced, went into the houſe of 
mourning ; never knew the joy of giving pure- 
| ly for the love of God, without expecting any 
thing again; let me add, never denied herſelf 
one trapping of Vanity to clothe the naked, 
nor one indulgence of Luxury to feed the hun- 
| gry,—Alas! my poor friend, what wilt thou 
| fay for thyſelf at the tribunal of Jeſus? 1 
leave with thee that queſtion: anſwer it to 
thy conſcience, as in the preſence of thy 
Judge 


Vor. II. wo 
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judge. You have read the proceſs which be 


. will obſerve. 


| Or theſe points it were eaſy to enlarge at 
great length, and with exact method. I am 
7 willing how ever to hope that, by the grace of 
God, a few hints thus thrown out with plain- 
neſs and affection, may ſufhce to every mind 
that is open to the ſentiments of humanity; 
but eſpecially to every heart that is impreſſed 
with the principles of religion. us here 1 | 
am led to 


MI laſt point, which was to ſhew in what 
manner thoſe Principles may be cultivated. 
with moſt ſucceſs. It is difficult to ſay, whe- | 
ther the inſtrumental duties of religion, As. they | 
are uſually termed, have been more miſrepre- | 
ſented by ſuperſtition and hypocriſy on one 
hand, or by vicious refinement and vain phi- | 
| loſophy on the other. By the former they 
have been extolled, as if they were the whole 
of religion; while the latter have decried them 
as vulgar, unavailing, and inſignificant. The | 
real truth is, that they are not only a part of | 
religion, but an eſſential and important part 
of it; eſſential, as expreſſing its ſeveral affec- 
tions, and important, as nouriſhing and main- 
taining them; eſſential, as a direct compli- 
ance with the divine ande and 1mpor- 
tant, as rendering | ſuch compliance more rea- 


dy and habitual. | 1 
Hanirs, 
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 Harirs, we all know, are formed by ma- 
ny reiterated acts; and if theſe are diſconti— 
nued, thoſe will in time be loſt. As good im- 
| prefſions are at firſt produced by proper at- 
W tention, fo, if this is ſuſpended, they will 
| ſoon fade from the mind; and the ſooner, no 
doubt, as many of them at leaſt were pro- 
| duced there in oppoſition to appetite, faſhion, 
and the maxims of the world. Even friend- 
ſhip itſelf, which has originally ſo powerful a 
| hold of the human heart, is not to be pre- 
| {erved alive, without the interchange of words 
and actions, if the parties are near; or that 
commerce of thoughts and wiſhes, if they are 
not, to which it naturally inclines. What 
could you expe& from him, WhO ſhould pro- 
leſs to entertain an affection for you, and yet 
| teſtify. no deſire of your company, take no de- 
| lizht in your converſation, or, if abſent, ne- 
ver inquire after you? Religion is a Divine 
| Friendſhip, to be begun and continued nearly 
in the ſame manner with that which is Hu- 
man; making allowance {ill for the infinite 
diſparity between the Crœator and the crea- 
ture, between the Sovereign Spirit all pure 
and perfect, and a dependant mind ergbonied 
ud rail. 


15 Ix calibrating. a friendſhi 0 ch you wiſh- 
Ned to be fincere and laſting, you would of- 
TE | 5 8 2 5 ten 
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ten ſtep aſide from the crowd to enjoy the 
Freedom of undiſturbed converſe; you would 
lay open your heart with confidence to the ob. 
ject beloved, liſten to each communication 
with pleaſure, enter more and more into the 
ſame conceptions, exchange every poſſible mark 
of eſteem, and, in the end, eſtabliſh an union 
of intereſts and of ſouls alike cloſe and tender, 
Now here we have ſome reſemblance of pri. | 
vate devotion. It is not my deſign to purſue W 
this reſemblance through its ſeveral parts; nei- MW 
ther do I pretend to ſay, that it holds minute- | 
ly in every one of them: but the general 
ground is clear to her who believes in an om. 
nipreſent Deity, and knows that between 
minds there may be an intercourſe indepen- | 1 
dant of the ſenſes. The application can on- 
ly be learnt by practice, and much e 


too.” 


ir will not be learnt by thoſe who have 


no reliſh for retirement. The Almighty's 


voice muſt be often attended to in the ſi- 
| lence of the paſſions, and the ſecrecy of the | 


ſoul. Thoſe are yet ſtrangers to their Maker, 
| who cannot endure to think of him, or do 


not love to turn to him, when alone. Is the 


reverſe of this your caſe, my dear hearer? 
Are your meditations of God ſweet ? Does 
your heart go out after him, as its beſt and 


ante object : ? Is it your Joy to pour it forth 
into 
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into his paternal boſom ? Do you frequently 


find the exerciſe ſo delightful, as to quit it 
with unwillingneſs? Do you generally per- 


ceive your ſentiments raiſed and refined by it, 


your ideas of your duty quickened and enlarg- 
ed, your deteſtation of the contrary confirm- 


ed and heightened, your reſolutions invigo- 


rated of courſe, your gratitude, humility, meek- 


neſs, reſignation, and good affections of every 
kind, improved? Then ate you a true worſhip- 


per. Theſe are ſome of the genuine workings 


. of piety. 


1 EN QUIRE not, | whether they be the re- 
ſult of longer or ſhorter prayers, of ſtudied 


forms, or extempore addreſs, of more or fewer 


lated ſeaſons for ſuch offices. In- theſe parti- 


ticulars different minds require a diverſity, or 
a different education occaſions it. But ſhe, I 
ſuppoſe, will be the greateſt proficient in the 


Spirit of Prayer, who is at the greateſt pain: 


to beſo; I do not mean in the way of ſcience 


or art, but in that of carneftneſs and perſeves 


france. 


BEs1DEs the regular, invariable, and ſo- 


lemn performance of your morning and even- 


ing devotions, it would be well if now and 
then, eſpecially on the day of facred reſt, you 
took repeated opportunities of entering into 
your cloſet, ſhutting your door, and praying 

G 3 to 
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to your father who fees in ſecret; according 
as you found yourſelf in a happier diſpoſition 
for ſuch employment, or were prompted to it 
buy ſome peculiar occurrences in your ſituation, 
or exigencies in your ſoul. And if at certain 
times of the year, pointed out by religious 
cuſtom, or fixed upon by perſonal choice, you 
were to conſecrate a whole day to holy retreat 
and devo! .unal exerciſes, joined with prudent 
faſting, Jam perſuaded, you would find it a; 
highly ben-ficial in your own practice, as it 
comes ſtrongly recommended by the N 
ence of the ſaints. 


Ie you might ie adviſed by me, you ſhould 
in prayer ne! tut woolly to your ſingle 
fund of thought and expreſſion, tuppoſing it 
even rich and various, nor confine yourſelf 
entirely to forms, by whatever man or ſet of 
men compoſed ; but uſe fometimes one, ſome- 


times the other, and {omctimes a mixture of 


both, juſt as the attraction of your mind ſeems | 
to lead at the moment, or as any of theſe me- 


thods may on trial be attended with moſt fa- | 


tisfaction and advantage. In effect, I am con- 

vinced tha. of tho e who, in this kind of com- 
merce, |:mit themſelves to their own unaſſiſt— 
ed ſtock, the greater part will often, particu- 
larly in circumſtances of bad health, or ſpiri- 
| tual dryneſs, be reduced to ſuch ſtraits as 
mult produce a poverty of devotion. which 
— 7 
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they could not ſuffer, did they proceed on a 
larger foundation. On the other hand, I can- 
not conceive, that, even amongſt thoſe who 
are moſt devoted to forms, any ſincere wor- 


ſhipper ſhould not by the ſwelling of fentt- 


ment, and the current of devotion, be fre- 


quently carried away into a freer and fuller 


effuſion of the heart, . 


As to the length of thoſe duties, I would 
| only ſay, that you muſt be governed by your 
condition both outward and inward ; that you 


are to avoid every thing careleſs, or formal, 


whether with or without pre-conceived words; 
that little intermiſſions are often extremely 
uſeful to relieve the mind, and fit it for a new 
exertion of its powers; but that on the other 
| fide, by praying in continuity, the ſoul is of- 
ten warmed into life and energy, till that ex- 
erciſe which was begun with banner is con- 
cluded with affection. 


Wurn I ſpeak of affection, let me warn 


you not to miſtake the efferveſcence of fancy 


for the ſpirit of devotion. They are two things 
on rag By their fruits ye ſhall 


«© know them.” The fluency, tears, and rap- 


ture, produced v5 the firſt, are mechanical, 
ſuperficial, and ineffective ; engendering only 
the confidence of Enthuſiaſm, or waſting them- 


est in the ny of Superſtition. T he 
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laſt, though frequently accompanied with ſlu- 
ency, tears, and rapture, at leaſt in minds of 
much ſenſibility, is yet often not ſo; but then 
it leaves the heart better, however this may 
not be diſcerned immediately. She who ſome- 
times perhaps, like the ſelf-abaſed publican, is 
able only to ſigh out God be mercitul to me 
« a ſinner,” may in that all-ſeeing eye be as 
acceptable as the eloquent petitioner that ever 
addreſſed the throne of heaven. We read of 
the © ſpirit's helping our infirmities*? in this 
very exerciſe, “ and making interceſſion for 
«us ; with groanings that cannot be ee 12 


MNr AI prayer, and ſilent „ 1 
will not now conſider. They are the at- 
tainments of perſons far advanced in devotion. 
By purſuing the track I point out, you may 
hope to reach them in one degree or another; 
and ſome experience in them will lead you to 
more. Thoſe who can abſtract and concen- 
trate their minds, ſo as readily to place them- 
ſelves in the preſence of God, wherever they 
are, and to converſe with him even in a crowd, 


whether by continued contemplation, or by 


ſudden dartings of ptous affection towards him 
on the point of a vigorous thought, certainly 
poſſeſs a very noble ſecret, fruitful alike of 
edification and enjoyment; ſuch as too renders 
them much leſs dependant on the accidents of 
their ſituation, ſince let their buſineſs or other 
engagements 


OY 
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engagements be what they will, they may be 


fill with God, calm, ſelf-poſſeſſed, and happily | 
diſpoſed to © pray always :” a ſtate of ſpiritual _ 
life, which there is reaſon to fear is known by few. 


THERE is a kind of middle practice, which 
is probably leſs uncommon, as it is certainly 
more eaſy ; that of praying with a repreſſed _ 
voice, or one not in the leaſt audible to a ſe- 


cond perſon, while yet the words are diſtinct- 
who, by ſuch means, preſerves his ideas from 


| on his own heart. I ſaid Deliberately ; be- 
cauſe in this as well as in every otherlmethod of 


; compatible with the Jpirit: of verde 


. Of even the Mengen e e N 


9 t may, Ipbelieve, be affirmed, that they ne-. 


ver think at all, on whatever occaſion, with- 


| though they ſeldom attend to it. Be that as 
q it may, I am fatisfied that vocal prayer, whe- 
„cher more or leſs articulate, will be found, in 
by. NY 

general, by far the moſt proportioned to the 
human, and particularly to the female facul- 
tes. Of the manner laſt mentioned we have 
a remarkable example in the mother of Sa- 
muel. It is a beautiful paſſage, ſtrongly ex- 


| rowful ſpirit, and at the ſame time of the 


8 5 power 


ly and deliberately ſpoken by the worſhipper, 


diſſipation, and impreſſes them more deeply 


| prayer, hurry and precipitation are utterly in- 


| out the ſecret or internal uſe of language, al- 


dreſſive of the workings of a devout but ſor- 
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power of devotion to turn ſorrow and ſighing 
into Joy. and praiſe, 


OxEr thing we may boldly pronounce, as a 
maxim which will never fail; that ſhe has 
worſhipped to purpoſe, in whatever mode 
ſhe has worſhipped, who comes away improv- 
ed, or eſtabliſhed in worthy diſpoſitions, whe- | 
ther theſe are attended with much emotion, | 
or with none, with much delight, or with little, | 


ly neceſſary here, conſidering how eaſily you, 
my young friends, may be miſled on this ſub- 1 
ject by that ardour of paſſion, and that viva- 
city of fancy, which are ſo natural to you; | 
and which, wherever devotion is concerned, MW 
are ſo prone to aſſume its name, when, at the | 
very beſt, they can only aid its flights. 


Ox the ſame principle, I would caution you | 
not to loſe yourlelves in generalities; which, Þ 
however they may chance to engage the un- 
deerſtanding, or entertain the imagination, ſel- 


intimate friend, you would chooſe certainly to 


dwell on thoſe matters that affected you moſt 
nearly, or to throw out thoſe reflexions that Þ 


moſt readily occurred. In this higher corre- 


ſpondence you ſhould do the ſame; only with | 1 


more ſolemnity, and greater abſtraQtion from | 
ſecular objects. | 


Nas 


at the time. This remark I judged peculiar- | 3 


| dom or ever touch the conſcience, or intereſt | 
the heart. In converſing with a virtuous and 


F 


Nornixo can be more erroneous than the 
* | common opinion, that the ſeveral parts of pray- 
er, as they are uſually termed, ought to enter 
into every longer act of devotion. What is 
this, but to reduce into a mere trial of ſkill, 
or to reſtrain within the mere trammels of a 
ſyſtem, and thereby degrade to a laborious and 
jejune piece of formality, that which W584 to 
be free and unaffected, natural and noble ?— 
„am going into the company of a boſom- 
friend. Let me ſettle before-hand the whole 
plan of our converſation ; that I may be ſure 
« to introduce ſuch and ſuch topics, in order 
«© to diſcuſs them ſeverally one after another, 
gat full length, and with due connexion.— 
He who ſhould talk in this manner would be— 
tray, methinks, very little acquaintance with 
the ſpirit of friendſhip. In that, my ſiſters, 
and in true devotion, there is nothing, believe 
me, artificial, nicely managed, or elaborately 
ſtudied. Eſteem, ſentiment, confidence, a ſym- 
pathy of foul, and the overflowings of the 
heart, are all in all, I think not of the pub- 
lic offices of religion, where, in thoſe who lead 
them, more regularity and accuracy are no 
doubt required. 


| On the whole, when you addreſs the ſeat 
of mercy, you ought to ſpeak what you feel. 
moſt ſtrongly at that particular ſcaſon; to fol- 


low without ſeruple the inward attraction be- 
fore 
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fore mentioned; to inſiſt on hols thitgs of « 

ſpiritual nature, that are then attended with 
the greateſt reliſh; to continue your atterition 
to them calmly, but fixedly,while that reliſh re- 


mains; then to paſs on, if time and other circum- 


ſtances permit, to ſomething elſe, ſtill without 
any agitation, or violent effort, nor deeming 
it neceſſary to follow out this new track, ſhould 
another. preſent itſelf that ſeems more pro- 
miſing, or that lies more paralſel to the courſe 
of your thoughts on the occaſion ; chiefly con- 
cerned to keep alive a ſenſe of that great Pre- 
ſence in which you are, of thoſe wants and 


weakneſſes under which you labour, of what 
you owe to others as well as to yourſelves, and 


of that divinely efficacious interceſſion, througi 


which alone you wiſh and hope to be hot | 


and oerl 


Ly COMPOSED, affectionate, and Ready al. 


tention to theſe, and ſuch like rules (for ! 


cannot now enter into the full detail) will, if | 
I am not greatly miſtaken, prove one effectual 
means of cultivating the life and power of re- | 
I need not add, what you I 
have been told times without number, and 
what your own hearts cannot on the leaſt r= 


ligion within you. 


flexion fail to repeat; that no prayers can 
ve effectual for this, or any one good purpoſe, 
which are not accompanied with a correl POR 


dent watchfulneſs, and faithful diſchar ge of | 


every other duty. 


Bur 
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Bor it may be neceſſary to ſubjoin, that the 
practice of devotion, now recommended, can- 
not take place without much preparation from 
time to time; of which one well-known part 

is the Reading of the Scriptures. On this a 

ery: few obſervations mall ſufffc. 


1 acquiring bar is generally {tiled 
Religious Knowledge, reading the ſcriptures 
throughout, and often large portions at a time, 
may be perfectly proper. For improving in 
that which thoſe ſcriptures ſpeak of chiefly un- 
der this denomination, I mean a practical and 
vital ſenſe of things divine and everlaſting, a 
different MENOS: as 1 conceive, ſhould be 
followed. 


Su ok and ſelect paſiages from both Tei- 
taments, but eſpecially the New, and more 
particularly from the hiſtory and ſermons of 
cur Saviour, ſhould be peruied and pondered 
at leiſure, fir} without any commentary at all, 
and ſo indeed for the moſt part, except where 
there is a manifeſt difficulty; in doing which, 
you ſhould with awful reverence and child- 
like ſimplicity lay your minds open to the na- 
uve impreſſions of the truth, and to the ſe- 
cret teachings of its Author. When, in this 
wav, you meet with one or more verſes, that 
rike you with peculiar conviction or delight ; : 
cloſe the book, revolve them again and again, 

look : 
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look up to heaven, and implore the Father of 


Spirits to write their meaning on your hearts, 
as „ with the point of a diamond.” Read 


nothing more at that time, nothing at leaſt 


that has not a near relation to the ideas and 
affections they excite. Give theſe an eaſy un- 
ſtudied vent in prayer. The pleaſure and the 
benefit will be unſpeakable. Only ſuffer not 


the tincture thereby left upon you, to be loſt | 


in the ſucceeding ſcenes. Next morning re- 
view the ſame paſſage; endeavour to recal 


the ſame ſentiments, and with your pencil 1 


mark it for TR future benefit. 


A YouNG lady formerly of my acquaint- I 
ance, who is now reading the character and | 
will of her Creator in the light of the beatific _ | 


viſion, uſed daily to follow this practice. Her 


Bible was infinitely prized by her; whatever 
was moſt excellent in it, ſhe had thought and 


weighed all over. Its ſacred contents were en- 
graven on her ſoul; or rather her ſoul was de- 


livered into the mould of it. She lived i in in- 


nocence, and died in triumph. 


+ Is it neceſſary, my beloved diſciples, that 1 
ſhould urge you to the ſtudy of a book which, 


while it tends to make you wiſe to ſalvation, 


is calculated alſo to convey the moſt affecting 


views, and awaken the ſublimeſt {enſibilities, 
on a thouſand topics? A book it certainly is, 
Full of entertainment as well as inſtruction, 


Com- 
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pee by a great diverſity of authors, and 


all of them divinely taught. I think I ſee them, 


one after another, preſenting for your improve- 


ment their reſpe&ive writings, with an aſpect 
of dignity and {ſweetneſs combined, the digni- 
ty of truth, and the ſweetneſs of benevolence ; 


both derived from him, who inſpired them to 


be the teachers of mankind, and who, in order 
to gain them the more belief and veneration, 


inveſted many of them with a command over 
Nature, and a knowledge of Futurity, which 
none but the God of Nature, and the Spirit of 
Omniſcience could impart. I think I hear 


them ſeverally addrefling you, in the name of 


| God, with an authority that can only be 


equalled by their mildneſs, on ſubjects the 


grandeſt and moſt important, in a happy vari- 
ety of ſtyles, amidſt an uniformity of ſenti- 


ments, and an agreement in facts, which, the 


multiplicity of them conſidered, muſt ever ap- 
pear truly admirable! What ſhall I ſay more? 
AI will not defire you to read this book cal- 
led the Bible, if you can ſhew me another 
containing ſo much to inform, impreſs, and 


delight reflecting minds, laid together in a 


manner fo extenſively adapted to their various 
turns of underſtanding, taſte, and temper z 
which people of different and diſtant countries, 
through a long ſucceſſion of ages, have held 


in ſo much reverence, and read with ſo much 
advantage; - where it is ſo difficult to deter- 


mine, which are moſt diſtinguiſhed, eaſe and 


ſimpli- 


all are ſo beautifully united; 


if candid; 
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ſimplicity, or ſublimity and force, but where 
Where there is 


ſo little to diſcourage the weakeſt ſpirit if 


docile, and ſo much to gratify the ſtrongeſt 
where the fancy and the heart, | 
the intelle&t and the conſcience, are applied 


to by turns with ſuch familiarity, and yet 


ſuch majeſty; in fine, where the frailties, 


diſorders, and giſtreſſes of human nature, are 
all ſo feelingly laid open, and the remedies 
which Heaven has provided ſo tenderly ap- 
plied. But to proceed. 


Or books in Divinity 1 do not wiſh you to 
read very many. Thoſe in the way of Reli- 
gious Controverſy, as it is called, but which 

are frequently written in a moſt irreligious ſpi- | 
Tit, that is, without any candour or fairneſs, 
I. do not wiſh you to read at all. 
gumentative theology I have never known to 


Mere ar- 


improve the temper, or regulate the conduct; 
but often- to hurt both. 


male ſweetneſs. By a good Providence you 
have been taught“ the truth as it is in Jeſus.” 


Be it your ambition to practiſe, not to diſ- 
pute about it. 


lence, and think well of thoſe who differ from 
you in opinions, if they agree in morals; but 
earn to deſpiſe the futility, while you diſcou— 

| rage 


Happily for you 
indeed, the female taſte very ſeldom lies in 
that way; never, I think, where there is fe- 


Enjoy your faith in modeſt ſi- 
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rage the Impudencs, of ſuch as would pre- 
tend to talk you out of your religion. Be aſ- 


ſured they are often empty, and always worth- 
leſs. If they attempt it in the ſtyle of banter, 


| they offer you an affront. If they affect to 
ſecm in earneſt, to be ſorry for your prejudices, 


and ſolicitous to remove them by converſation, 
and by books which they are ready to lend 
you ; a hundred to one, but they are aQuatcd = 


by the worſt deſigns. Fly them, my fair pu- 


pils, fly them with horror, as tempters and ra- 


vagers at the , inſtant. 


Ir making conſcience of ſincerely obeying 
the precepts of the goſpel, while you meekly 
embrace its doQrines, as they appear to you 
ſet forth in the ſcriptures, you will have the 
witneſs of its divinity within yourſelves. From 


thence you will be diſpoſed to chooſe and ad- 


| here to thoſe writers, of whatever commu- 
nion, that are calculated to make you moſt 


in love with your Saviour and your duty. The 


S formal and frigid you will naturally diſlike; 


the uncharitable and illiberal you will nobly 
| deteſt ; the trifling and ſuperficial you will.ve- 


ry eaſily. contemn. 'Thoſe books, how well 
loever recommended, that even in. your. grav- 
eſt hours do not attract and perſuade you, (I 
no ſuppoſe you pious) you will readily per- 
| ceive are not the books for you. Such as do 


| both i in a greater or leſs degree, it 1s apparent, 


are 
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are adapted to your caſt of mind. Thoſe, in 
ſhort, will be your favourite authors, whether 
in verſe or proſe, whom you find moſt fre- 
quently new and intereſting ; who preſent the 
molt pathetic pictures of this world and the 
next; who tell you moſt convincingly what 
you are, and what you ought to be; who 
ſeem, in a word, to addreſs themſelves with 
the greateſt power to the ſpirit of ingenuity, 
humility, contrition, ſelt— denial, ſolid virtue, 
and affectionate devotion. 
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1 TAKE it for granted you attend on the Pub- 
lic Inſtitutions of religion. 


_ diſpute. May the women take care to con- 


vince them, that it is ſomething more than 


mere regularity! In the mean time I am ſure, 


they who perform their firſt duties, are much | 
more likely to perform their ſecond alſo, 


than they who do not. 


11 voir te 8 be more than what Þ 


the world calls decent: let it be punctual. 
She that becomes deficient in ſuch punchuali- 


ty, will ſoon become indifferent about the] 


whole. Having omitted her duty unneceſſa- 


rily once, a ſecond, and a third time, ſhe wilt, 
omit it the fourth with leſs compunction; and 


ere long will be ready to neglect 1 it without any: : 


The ſuperior re- 
> gularity of your ſex in this reſpect the men, 
to ſay the truth, ſhew very little inclination to 


1 1 Min 


It is wonderful, how ſoon a ſenſe of futurity 


dies from the ſoul. Have you ever known it 


to live, where the Sabbath grew into con- 
tempt ? What multitudes have been forced to 


date their ruin from thence ! * 


Bur not to peel « « the openly profane, 


do thoſe ſanctify the ſabbath to whom it is 
not a delight, who viſit the houſe of God with- 
out preparation and worſhip there without de- 


votion? What ſhall we ſay of many a young 


woman who paſſes for good and pious, although 
ſhe cannot for an hour together behave with 
| ſedateneſs, or comphſure, in the immediate 
$ preſence of the Muſt High? That mind muſt 
| be volatile indeed, which the ſolemnities of a 
| Chriſtian aſſembly cannot fix for a little Do 
we wiſh you then to disfigure your faces like 
the Phariſees, to hang your heads like a bul- 
| raſh, or to practiſe religious grimace of any 
kind ? No. Is even the graveſt look, or moſt 
recollected manner, a certain fign of piety ? It 
is not: and yet will you ſay, that ſuch a look 
and manner are of no importance on ſuch an 
occaſion; that they are not naturally ſuited to 

it; or that the ipirit of piety may very proba- 
bly dwell in her heart, whoſe countenance and 
carriage even on that occaſion do not bear the 

marks of it, who even then cannot reſtrain 

the rolling eye, forget the conſcious air, or 
"ve the fluttering demeanour ? 


BELIEVE 


— . 


140 8. E R M O N XI 


BELIEVEH me, Ladies, a different behaviour 


would appear much more becoming. Men of | 

ſenſe and ſobriety would entertain a much bet. 
ter opinion of your principles; nor would it FF 
be any diſadvantage to your perſons. Never | 

perhaps does a fine woman ſtrike more deeply, 
than when compoſed into pious recollection, F 
and poſſeſſed with the nobleſt conſiderations, W 


ſhe aſſumes, without knowing it, ſuperior dig- 
nity and new graces; ſo that the beauties cf 


holineſs ſeem to radiate about her, and the by- W 
ſtanders are almoſt induced to fancy her alrea- 


dy worſhipping amongſt her kindred angels. 


Bur to return to the point immediately be- 
fore us; I ſay, that the habit of ſeriouſneſs and 
devotion in church, will produce very defirabl: 


effects on your temper and conduct out of it. 
By beginning the week well, you will retain t 


through the remainder a certain impreſſion of 
goodneſs, that will follow you every where, 
at the ſame time that, by ſuch avowed teſti- 


monies of reſpe& for your Maker and Saviour, 


you will enſure the continuance of the divine 


| benediction and aſſiſtance. 


THE great advantages ariſing from a diligent Þ 
attention to the Preaching of the word, and 


alſo from an early, frequent and devout par- 


ticipation of the Lord's ſupper, I will not now g 
They are abundantly obvious, 5 
| and | 


enter upon. 
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and hve been frequently enforced. But I can- 
not quit the ſubject of the ſabbath without ob- 


ſerving, that to thoſe, who join in the public 
ſervices of that day, its utility is often totally 
| defeated by their reſigning the evening to com- 
pany and recreation; the general tendency of 
theſe being to efface any ſerious impreſſions _ 
made in the preceding part of it. For ſuch a 


practice, you my fair charge, who have com- 


monly ſo much leifure upon your hands, can- 


net plead the leaſt excuſe. 


VERY hard it is, if thoſe Who give ſo ma- 


| ny other evenings to amuſement, cannot find 
| in their heart to give this or a part of it to 
| God. But, alas! it is that very paſſion for 
S amuſement, which prevents or dulls the taſte 
for devotion. To her indeed, who will not 

be perſuaded to reſcue fo ſmall a portion of her 


time from the gaieties of the world for the 


| purpoſes of her ſalvation, we cannot hope to 
| ſay any thing that will be of uſe. She who 
cannot enjoy the company of her Creator for 
an hour or two, remote from all other com- 
pany, was never initiated into the myſteries 
of divine friendſhip: ſhe is yet in her ſins, 
« alienated from the life of God, dead while 
e ſhe lives; in a ſpiritual ſenſe dead, alive 


only to animal nature and the tumultyous 
dreams of a diſtempered mind; in ſhort, a poor 


| giddy worthleſs creature, incapable of whatever 
'B wiſe or happy. 
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- and ſe 
« Oh! loſt to virtue, loſt to ſober "_ the g 

e [off to the noble ſallies of the ſoul, is paf 
Who think it ſolitude, to be alone. WE fe 

I « Communion ſweet | communion . and th 
| hib! F ourpc 
cc Our reaſon, guardian angel, and our God! Jof the 
Then neareſt thele, when others moſt re- I joint! 
mote; Jing ye 

| « And all ere long ſhall be remote but theſes. Chris 
„ «© How dreadful then to meet them all alone, vourit 
2” ** A ſtranger, unacknowledg'd, unapprov'd!” | "E of 
I TREMBLE at the thought. Nor will it «rm 
avail you, in this caſe, to plead even the ut- | [next t 
moſt exactneſs and conſtancy in your attend- Chriſt 
| ance on the ſanctuary. That alone will prove inceri 
nothing. Entertainment may ſill be the idol here 
which you worſhip, and worſhip even in the | | ſhould 
temple of Jehovah. If you fay it is not, let | ous, 
us bring you to the teſt. When you return [Who k 
home from the houſe of God, can you retire ad of 
with pleaſure to your cloſets, impoſe ſilence on ne m. 
your fancies, command your paſſions to be | Which 
Rtill, exclude every thought of dreſs and di- F' thir 
verſion, company and admiration; review ey h 
what you have been doing, recal what you | ating 


. ——— —— ey — 


| have heard, make application if it admits of ney 
| | avy (there are few diſcourſes that admit not * behc 
of ſome;) and then caſting yourſelves down at * beh 

the ſootſtool of the throne of God, pour out | ral 


1 
Jour hearts beivre him, coniels with ſuyplicity be » 


and 
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and ſorrow your ſins and corruptions, implore 1 
the grace of repentance and remiſſion for what 
is paſt, of diſcernment to know your duty for 
the future, and of fortitude to do it, forming 
at the ſame time unfeigned reſolutions to that 
pur poſe; joining to the whole the adoration 
of the divine attributes, as they ſucceſſively or 
jointly riſe to your view; and, finally, throw- 
'ing- yourſelves on the divine mercy through _ 
Chriſt Jeſus ? Can you do this? Is it your fa- 
vourite and habitual employment, in the even- 
ing of that day which God has made for him- 
if? To her who can honeſtly anſwer in the 

| :Mrmative, I will acknowledge freely that, 
next to the daily tenor of a conduct uniformly 

| Chriſtian, ſhe gives one of the beſt proofs of 
| incerity in her religious profeſſion; ; nor is 
there any thing excellent in that, which 1 
hould not expect from a practice ſo wiſe and 
nous, But what is to be expected of thoſe. 
© ho know nothing of this? Or what can be 
Ja of their intentions in going to church, who 
me moment they leave it leave every reflexion 
which it ought to have imprinted, and reſolve _ 
to think of religion no more that day, than if 
they had not heard or mentioned a ſyllable re- 
lating to it? St. James will inform you whom 
they are like. They are © like unto a man 
© heholding his natural face in a glaſs: for he 
* beholdeth himſelf and goeth his way, and 
0 ſraightways forgetteth what manner of man 

2 he Was.“ '—Do men then ſo readily loſe the 


image : 
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image of themſelves? No; but the Apoſtle 
muſt be underſtood to ſpeak of ſome thought. | 
leſs creature, who, on looking accidentally 


into a glaſs, and obſerving certain ſpots or 


ſtains in his face, which he ought inſtantly to 


wipe off, turns away in haſte without avail. 
ing himſelf of the diſcovery, and, in the pur. 3 
ſuit of other objeAs, entirely neglects a cir. W 


cumſtance that demanded his immediate atten- 
tion. I leave you to apply the remark, and F 
only add in general, that the cloſet muſt en- F 
force what the pulpit has ſuggeſted; that as, | 


; | like Lydia, you ſhould attend diligently to the J 
things which are ſpoken in the name of God, MW tir. 
ſo, like Mary, you ſhould keep and ponder W + 


them in your hearts; and that as Jeſus him- | 


ſelf, diſmiſſing the multitudes together with MW 


his diſciples, went up into a mountain apart MW 
& to pray,” ſo you, diſengaging yourſelves | 
from the interruption of a crowd, and the 
company even of your moſt intimate connexi- 
ons, ſhouid ſtep aſide, more particularly at | 


the ſeaſon in queſtion, to converfe with his Fa- 


ther and your Father, with his God and your | | 
| God. | | 


Tax not from any thing I have ſaid, that 
I want to ſubje& you to the rules of Jewiſh 
rigour, under the mild diſpenſation of the Go- 
ſpel. What J propoſe will render the Chriſti- 
an ſabbath no leſs pleaſant than improving. 


Nor do L mean to preclude on that day the 
_ cheariv) 


1] 
wo 
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chearful reciprocations of holy friendſhip; 


which they that have a taſte for them will very 


eaſily diſtinguiſh from the unſeaſonable paſ- 


times and promiſcuous viſitings, in which many 


fine ladies of the Fn age paſs the * : 


e - 


Tnus Lam beak} to . ſomething of 
Religious Converſation. An attempt to dif- 


cuſs ſo important a topic would carry me too 
far, To manage religious converſation with _ 
propriety and advantage, is for the moſt part 
an affair of great delicacy. In the more re- 
| tired intercourſe of congenial minds, well 
| taught and well furniſhed, it may not be diffi- 
cult. But ſuch, I fear, are not often found; 


and even where ſuch have the happineſs to 
meet, grave diſcourſe will require to be fre- 


quently varied, relieved, and ſuſpended, 1 in or- 
der to N * its reliſn. 


Mock ſentiment is apt to a T be 
foul quickly ſeeks relaxation. The bow can- 
not be Jong bent without having its elaſti- | 
city impaired. In general company, ſubjects 
of devotion and morality would, as the world 
goes, be utterly improper. Good Lord! to 
what is this generation ſunk, that even amongſt 


characters otherwiſe decent a man can ſeldom 


or ever introduce a ſolemn reflexion, without in- 
curring the imputation of cant or impertinence? 


When ſhall it be the mode to converſe like im- 


Vor- II. e TD mortal 
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mortal beings? Where is the faſhionable cir- 
cle now, in which a ſerious obſervation can 
be prudently hazarded, if not ſtolen upon them 
with art and inſinuation? Neither is this a part 
for you to take upon yourſelves, 


_ FrMaALE modeſty is often filent ; female de- 
corum is never bold. Both forbid a young 


woman to lead tne converſation: - and true re- 
tligion dreads every thing that might look often- 


{atious. The moſt prudent courſe you can 
purſue is to aſſociate, as much as poſſible, with 
thoſe. that from real principle love the ſhade, 
With them you may ſafely unboſom yourtelves 


on the beſt ſubjects, without the danger ol | 


Tidicule, or the {ufpicion of affectation. When 


the children of wiſdom aſſemble, out of the 

ſight and din of folly ; what improvement and 
| Felicity crown the ſcene! How delightfully do 
they then mingle ſouls! Nor does their parent 


diſdain to ſport with her offspring. I mean, 


that genuine piety knows how to blend recrea- Y 
tion and ſmiles with ſentiment and gravity. 


Having mentioned Sentiment fo often, 1 
will now once for all offer you a caution, on 
which I lay a partic ular ſtreſ is. It 1s this; not 
to miſtake the capacity of thinking juſtly, or of B 


talking well, for the ſame thing with a diſpoſi- 
tion to act wiſely. The truth is, that people 


arc not wiſe in conſequence either of profound 
knowledge, or vaſt learning, or beautiful no- 


tions; 


11 
. 
virtt 
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tions, or the moſt cultivated taſte, or the ercat- 
eſt ability in diſplaying theſe; but by virtue of 
a ſew plain notions ſettled into principles of 
conduct; even as people are not healthy by 


| feaſting on rich dainties, or indulging. 4 Mies WO 
palate, but by living on ſimpler fare, where . 1 1 
temperance does not wiſh for much variety, 2 
and where hunger does not want it. / | 

NevERTHELESS, there is not perhaps any . 

thing that flatters the human mind more than „ 
depth or ſluency of remark, than compaſs or fa- i 
clity of converſation. In effect, they are talents | 6 
not often poſſeſſed, and ſuch as confer a ſuperio 0 
rity felt by all, however it may be acknowledg- by NO ; 
ed by few. When it is acknowledged, ſuch ' "Me | 


praiſe tranſports; and thoſe who receive it ſet 
themſelves down for every thing that is great 
and accompliſhed. Alas! they forget, thatthefe — 
are ſtill at beſt but in the ſecond claſs of excel 


lence; that in a moral view they are of no va- Wi 


lue; and that fine diſcourſe and a line character e 
are things totally diftir c. 


IN real! tity, Vour beſt allies are very ſeldom 
your beſt livers. From their encomiums on. 


virtue, and their declamations againſt vice, they 0 ma 5 

a Wh 9 | 

receive often ſuch high en e as with them l 
paſſes for love of the one, and abhorrence of the _ b bi 
other; when it is only perhaps a vain compfla. 
F 3 | „ e 1 FRG. As: | ; | = „ 

| & cence in their own powers, joined to that na- 1 
: i 
tural ſenſe of righ it and wrong, which is com- [uk 

| ; Ops 4359 
9 N : 1 . | : ere 16 


mon: * 


admitted. 
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mon to them with all others. In this they reſt, 
well ſatisfied to leave to others the leſs ſhowy, 
and more troubleſome part, which belongs to 
practice. To that alſo ſpeculation is often an 
enemy, in the ſame manner as familiarityt is to 
TIE | 


Mattos; beloved, 18 a majeſtic form, al- 


ways to be treated with reverence; with affec- Y 


tion too, I confeſs, as being likewiſe an amiable 


form. But this affection reſembles that which a | | 
wiſe ſubje& would ſhew for his prince, into 
whoſe friendſhip he tound himſelf graciouſly | 

Such a man would never forget his 
own ſubordination ſo far, as to drop the reve- 

rence due to royalty. If his Prince condeſcended 1 
to treat him with the openneſs of confidence, 
and the careſs of joy; yet ſtill would he beat 
in mind, that he was only a ſubjec, and every Y| 
freedom on his ſide would be tempered with re- 


ſpectſul k 


Prxn . thars-is nothing ſo uncommon 4s 
to ſpeak of divine objects with the proper vene- 
ration. How have I been ſhocked to hear the 
ſanEumonious, yet audacious, prate of ſome | 
_ Pretenders to religion! Thoſe that have the | 
| ſtrongeſt perceptions of it, will be moſt ſtruck 
by i its ſublimity, and moſt conſcious how far 
they fall thort of fo high a ſtandard. By con- 
ſequence they will profeſs it with the great- ] 
eſt modeſty, and mention it with the utmoſt 
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caution. Thoſe that are moſt intimately ac- 
quainted with God and themſelves, will be moſt 
deeply impreſſed with his grandeur and their 
own littleneſs, will moſt clearly perceive the 
difference between knowing his will and per- 
forming it, will feel moſt ſenſibly how much 
eaſier 1 it is to deſcant on all his e than 
to copy one of them. 


To 5 let me beſeech you, beyond 
all things, to converſe much with your Maker 
and yourfelves, to ſtudy his character and your 
own; to trace his attributes wherever diſplay- | 
ed, to learn his counſels, however revealed; 
to examine your con ſciences, chiefly by the 
written word; to canvaſs your paſt actions, 
preſent purſuits, and prevailing views; to ap- 


prove or condemn, as under his eye; to aſcer- 


tain your intereſt in the friendſhip of your Di- 


F vine Sovereign, and cheriſh an unalterable faith 


in his Spirit and Providence, as ever ready to 


F #fift your honeſt though ſeeble efforts; toge- 


ther with a joyful aſſurance, that, if you are 


not wilfully wanting to yourſelves, you ſhall 


at laſt attain immortal excellence and glory, 


© <-* 


through Jeſus Chriſt your Lord. 
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On e Meekneſs. | 
X PET. Lil, 3, 4. 


Wheſe 0 let t not be that wierd adorn- 


ing of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of | 


gold, or of putting on of apparel : but let it 
be the hidden man of the heart, in that which 


is not corruptible, even the ornament of a Meek 


and. Quiet Spirit, which is in the e of 


20 . great price. 


HE Apoſtle of the Circumciſion, like 


him of the Gentiles, ſeems to have 


L ſtranger to female nature, or to what 


becomes it. Both were ſufficiently aware, 
that ornament was a favourite object with | 
women; and both were too well acquainted _ 
with the arts of perſuaſion to think of comba- _ 
ting the general idea. It was the buſineſs to 


| make the beſt uſe of ſuch a handle. Accord- 


ingly, their converts of that ſex might con- 
F tinue to ſtudy embelliſhment as much as ever; 
only thoſe inſpired teachers wiſhed them to 
Y dirc& it right, by making that their chief 
care which was of the greateſt value and the 


F longeſt duration, namely, “ the hidden man 


of the heart.” The doctrine of St. paul 


1 on this point we have examined very fully. 


. | | That : 
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That of St. Peter, now read, we propoſe for 
the ground-work of our concluding diſcourſe, 
with a view to complete the plan which we 
have proſecuted thus far. We have reſerved it 


for this place, as believing, that Meeknels, cul- 


tivated on Chriſtian principles, is the proper 
conſummation, and higheſt finiſhing, of female 
excellence. The ſubject being fo important, 
ma) I not hope to be ſtill honoured with your 
attention ? Es 


I BEGIN with obſerving, that the virtue in 
queſtion has its Foundation in the Softer Com- 
poſition of the ſex. That there is a ſex. i; 
minds was hinted at before. 


deſtood than by our great epic poet. As in 
his admired work of Paradiſe Loft he has with 
equal judgment and delicacy marked, through- 
out, the ſcparate characters of the Firſt Pair; 
ſo he has, in two lines, happily expreſſed the 

principal objects of their reſpective Ceſtinati- 


* For contemplation He, and vatour form'd; 
Fe 


* For ſoftneſs She, and ſwect atiraQtive | 


| grac "Re: 


Tux virtue of meekneſs, it is true, our re- 


ligion requires of all without exception, Mo- 
1es 18 Ce! ſebrated for it in an emins nt degrees 


| This Orig 5 g 
diſtinckion has never, I think, been Petter un- | 


"and 


cou 
ſuti 
tati 
exp 
cul; 
plac 


| yon 


do 


tudes of forbearance, gentleneſs, and peace. 
But ſtill in men, it may be often found con- 


nected wi ith the greateſt boldneſs, and racſt un- 
daunted magnanimity. Much tor the honour 


of true courage, it has been obſerved, that 


the braveſt minds are commonly the moſt hu- 
mane, generous, and forgiving. "Theſe ſeve- 


ral qualities are beautifully blended in many 


parts of the hiſtory of that man of God juſt 
now mentioned. Nor can you have forgotten 
the calm heroiſm of our divine Deliverer, 
together with that dignity of goodneſs which 
welt about him, in circumſtances of che 


deepeſt humiliation and ſorrow. 


As for you, my fair Fan we wiſh you no 


doubt to poſlefs ſuch fortitude as implies reſo- 
Jution, wherever your virtue, duty, or repu- 


tation, is concerned. Put along with that we 
expect to find on other ſubſects, a timidity pe- 


culiar to your ſex; and alſo a degree of com- 
PlaCeNces yieldingr fs, and ſweetneſs, be- 
vond what we look for in men. Neither 


do we, fo far as I know, ever rank amongſt 
feminine qualities Valour, ftrictly fo called. 


A woman heading an army, ruſhing into the 


hickeſt of the for, ſpreading. laughter and 


death 
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and our Saviour characterizes himſelf by the 
epithets Meek and Lowly. The diſpoſition, 
in general, may be conſidered as Charity's 
firſt-born, appearing in all the mildeſt atti- 
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death around her, or returning from the Feld 
of battle covered with duſt and blood, would 


| ſurely to a Auvilized nature ſuggeſt e 1 


ideas. 


Your beſt emblem, beloved, is the ſmil- 


ing form of Peace, robed in white, and bear- 


ing a branch of olive. Like the Apoſtles and | 
firſt Chriſtians, your higheſt glory is to con- 


quer by benignity, and triumph by patience. 
_ Roughneſs, and even ferociouſneſs, in a man, 


we often overlook, and are ſometimes diver- 
ted with. In a woman, we are always hurt 1 


by them. A loud voice, a bold geſture, a 


daring countenance, in ſhort, every mark J 
of bravery ſhall pleaſe in the former, when 
his courage is particularly called forth: but in 
a female we wiſh nothing to reign but love and 
tenderneſs; and where they do reign, they 1 

Gs will produce very different effects. 23 


No, my friends, you were not made for | 
ſcenes of danger and oppoſition. I muſt re- 


peat it, that fearfulneſs to a certain degree 


becomes you; not that cowardice, which 
many of you ſhew, and ſome of you affect, 


on every trifling occaſion, and frequently with- 


out any occaſion at all. Such behaviour in 
you is childiſh, and to us unintereſting; if not | 
an object of contempt. But a worthy wo- 


man, mrinking from manifeſt hazard, or 
threatened 
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chrestenel violence, we are always forward 
and proud to protect; while on the other hand, 
an intrepid female ſeems to renounce our aid, 
and in ſome reſpect to invade our province. 
We . and leave her to . 


Laer it be likewiſe obſerved, that in your f 
ſex manly exerciſes are never graceful; that in 
them a tone and figure, as well as an air and 
deportment, of the maſculine kind, are always 
forbidden; and that men of ſenſibility deſire 
in every woman ſoft features, and a flowing 
voice, a form not robuſt, and a demeanour de- 
licate and gentle. Theſe indeed are conſider- 
ed as alike requiſite and natural; I mean, 
where there is any taſte for elegance. I am 
even inclined to believe that, ſuppoſing other 
circumſtances equal, the coarſeſt clown would 
be better pleaſed with them than with their 
oppoſites. 


Yer farther, the aptitude obſervable, in all 
the better kind of women, to commiſerate and 
comfort, to melt into tears at the ſight or hear- 
ing of diſtreſs, to take the care of children, f 
to play and to prattle with thoſe pretty inno- 
cents, to mingle in all the mild ſympathies and 
tender charities of life; the wonderful dex- 
terity with which they diſarm fierceneſs, and 
appeaſe wrath; the powerful eloquence they 
diſplay i in Aging the e Cares, and. calming the 

ſorrows, 
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ſorrows, of thoſe men with whom they are 
connected; their ſtrong propenſity to an union 
of hearts, and their unutterable fondneſs 
where it takes place; .—theſe lovely peculiari- 
ties in their temperament, theſe finer tunings 


of their minds, ſeem additional. proofs, that 


ſoftneſs is your proper attribute, Womaniſh 
Softneſs, as it is ſtyled, has never been impu- 
ted to any man by way of reproach, without 
a tacit acknowledgment of this truth in your 


favour. In the male compoſition, it is cer- 


tainly a blemiſh wherever found; in the f fe- 
male, a beauty. 


From theſe remarks, TI think it appears, 


that the baſis of the virtue we now recum- 
mend is laid in the original make, or ſpecific 


character of the ſex. The Superitru ure 


which Chris ſtianity raiſes upon it, or in other 
| words, the improvements it reccives from re- 
ligious principle, ſhall be our next conſidera- 
tion. 


TH Goſpel is, in truth, the religion of hu- 
man nature; building charity and all virtue 
on Whatever is kind, ingenuous, or praiſe- 


worthy in that; correcting its diſorders, miti— 
gating its diſtreſſes, ſupporting its weakneſſes, 
and from cach educing good, by turn ing them 
into matter of humility and circumſpe&icn, 
of faith and-refign: ation, of docuity and meek- 
nels, 


: of 


f6 
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neſs. Theſe are all connected together; but 


the firſt and laſt are nearly allied. 


They are 
_ twin-fiſters. 


ſiſtance. | 


Ty that have a juſt ſenſe of their own 
infirmities and failings, will be naturally of an 5 
unpretending, a korbearing, and ſorgiving 
The reverſe of this is the genuine 


temper. 
offspring of Pride. A proud character was 


never a meek one; whereas there is no act 


of kindneſs, no ;iflanice of condeſcenſion, 


which the ſelf-diffident are not ready to per- 


form. They enter thoroughly into the ſpirit 


of thoſe precepts that require Chriſtians to 


cc 0 courteous, to condeſcend to men of low 
eſtate, and in honour to prefer one another.“ 


'PicTURE in your own minds a young lady, 


lively, agreeable, careſſed; as yet unacquain- 


ted with her Maker, with herſelf, and with 
the claims which ſociety has on every reaſon= | 


able being that is ſent into life. Ihe magic 


power of Fancy, ſet to work by vanity, am- 
bition, and hope, creates a kind of world with- 


in, to which ſhe fondly refers that without, 
as always ſubordinate, and cnicfly [ubicrvient, 


In this little empire “ the ſits as a queen, 
„ and ſaith in her hcart, I ſhall iee no ſor- 
" 66 row, ” and dreams of conquelt ; and triumph, 


of 


Humility is ever diſpoſed to 
ſerve; and ſhe affords the other ſingular aſ- 
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of ſplendid houſes and ſhining equipages, of 
_ paſſionate lovers and diſappointed rivals, with 
nameleſs enchanting viſions more, which may 
never be realized, but which ſhe regards as the 
moſt certain realities ; ſo certain, that he who 
ſhould attempt to undeceive her would run the 
riſk of being hated as her greateſt enemy. This 
world of phantoms, it is true, is always fluc- 
tuating: the gay and the gloomy ſucceed by 
turns. But in each our conceited fair one is 
ſtill the principal figure; and the value of every 
thing is meaſured, according as it contributes 
to her importance and elevation. Hence in- 
numerable illuſions, and ungoverned paſſions; 
the ſwelling of ſelf-ſufficiency, and the ſtate- 
lineſs of diſdain; violent reſentment, or ſallen 
difcontent, if not treated with the reſpect 
the ſuppoſes to be her due; in fine, a total 
inattention to the expectations of others, 


and abſolute inſenſibility to whatever is beauti- 
ful in an unaſſuming, or noble in a diſintereſted 
Now what is it that can diſpel 
this viſionary ſcene, and diſabuſe the much 
deluded forcereſs ? Nothing ſo effecual as 


behaviour: 


Chriſtianity, 


Iv it ſhould pleaſe the Almighty to impreſs | 
upon her heart its ſacred doctrines, they wil 


ſhew ber, in the moſt affecting lights, her 


own littleneſs, the degeneracy and miſery of 
corrupted 
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corrupted- rature, the emptineſs of temporal | 
and the reality of eternal things, the duty ſhe. 
owes to her Maker, her Redeemer, and her 
fellow creatures; with the neceſſity of ſecuring 
the divine favour, by a life of faith, contri- 
tion, and charity. By ſuch views, the fan- 


aftic ſtructures of Pride will be preſently _ 


brou zht down; 3 and on their ruins the plain 
and Modell, but pleaſing and graceful fa- 
bric of Meckneſs, will be eaſily raiſed. To 
ſpeak without a metaphor : She will be deli- 
rered from the chief cauſes of ill humour; 
ſuch, for inſtance, as obſtinacy of ſelf- will, the 
F cxorbitance of ſelf-love, a paſſion for thoſe 
cratifications that at once diſappoint and ener- 
vate, and, finally, the expectation of too much 
JF homage, and too many compliances. The 
F {vation of her ſoul, and the ſpirit of her 
F Saviour, will become her principal objects: 
every virtue connected with theſe, will be her 
habitual ſtudy; and among the reſt “ peace, 
I © long-{uffcring, gentleneſs, goodneſs, meek- 
* neſs.” With ſuch a temper ſhe will not 
be apt to think herſelf affronted; that re- 
F *cngeful diſpoſition, of which your ſex have 
been accuſed even to a proverb, will be her 
F ibhorrence ; ſhe will not dare, fora moment, to 
F "ith-hold from others that forgiveneſs, which 
Ie is conſcious of wanting from the great God 
o herſelf; and as to her behaviour to thoſe a- 
bout her in general, it will breathe: that win- 
ning 
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ning mildneſs, which ſeems to me the moſt 


diſtinguiſhing lineament in the image of Je- 
ſus. 


Hr, my ſiſters, was the perfect model of 
kindneſs and courteſy. 'The Friend of Man 
was his characteriſic. He converſed with 
thoſe whom the world deſpiſed ; he ſtood 
ſtill to hear the cries, and relieve the miſeries, 
of the wretched ; he even ſtooped (aſtoniſh- 
ing goodneſs!) to waſh the feet of his own 


diſciples; © the ſon of man came not to be 1 
Ine 


% miniſtered unto, but to miniſter.“ 
greatneſs of humility, and the beauty of com- 


paſſion, he exemplified on all occaſions. Ile 
ſhewed by his own practice, that there is 
nothing more becoming than the tear of 

generous ſorrow, nothing ſo ſoothing as the | 


language of a benevolent heart. Jeſus weep- 


ing over the grave of Lazarus, conſoling his : 
mournful ſiſters, and inſtructing the ſolemn I * 


circle in the ideas of immortality, with the 
means of attaining it, is ſurely an object by 
infinite degrees more intereſting and glorious, 
than all the conquerors of the earth crowned 


with laurels, and riding on the car of triumph, 1 


with mamberiels captives in their train. 


Hs inſtitution is of a piece with his charac- | 
ter. It includes the grand principles of univer- 


Za] benevolence. Every wall of partition be- 
| | tween | 
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tween the nations it throws down ; aboliſhing 
the narrow diſtinction of Jews and Gentiles, 
and exploding the illiberal oppoſition of 
Greeks to Barbarians. The ſpirit of conqueſt _ 
for the ſake of power it diſcourages, while it 
proclaims, enforces and inſpires © peace on 


F «+ carth, and good will towards men z?? whom 


it teaches to conſider and love as brethren, 
forming one great family under one common . 
parent, held together by charity as the bond 
of perfection, and of ſuch account with the 


Supreme that he gave his only begotten von 
| to lave them. 


"Nurp I labour to prove how ſweetly ſuch 

: diſcoveries as theſe coincide with the diſpoſiti- 

ons to modeſty, ſympathy, generoſity, the de- 

ſre of pleaſing, the dread of violence, the hor- 
ror at barbarity, the promptitude to cheriſn 

tender ſentiments, and form endearing Connex- _ 

ons, which are all fo natural to the worthieſt 
part of your lex ? ? 


Tur virtues of a Roman Matron, in the 
| better times of that republic, appear on ſome 
accounts to have been greatly reſpectable. 
They were {uch as might be looked for, from 
her education amongſt a people where ideas of 
Ibroweſs, patriotiſm, and glory, ran high; 
where in effect, theſe things were regarded 
25 the height of human excellence and felicity. 


But 
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But not to inſiſt on the national pride, and 0 
ungenerous prepoſſeſſions, on which thoſe pe 
ideas were founded; it is manifeſt to me, U {© 
that whatever force of grandeur the female m 
mind might in other views derive from them, ro 
ſuch advantage was far overbalanced by the th 
| loſs or diminution of that gentleneſs and ſoft- me 


neſs, which ever were, and ever will be, the 
ſovereign charm of the female character, 
Nor do I wiſh the women of Great Britain, in 
who profeſs a ſyſtem ſo much more juſt, ami- 
able, and happy, to adopt for the regulation 
of their temper any ſtandard arent: from 
a that in my text. 


%%Fͤͤͤ oA ſity 
| Sous of the moſt agreeable and important I abl. 
Conſequences of a meek and quiet ſpirit in of 
your ſex, let us now proceed to ſurvey. J und 


Where Nature has beſtowed any kind of per- fem 
ſonal beauty, be it ever ſo inconſiderable; how F inde 
early is it known, and at what pains are the ge- I guic 
nerality of the too conſcious poſſeſſors to dil- 
play it, on all occaſions, to the utmoſt ad- dab! 
vantage! But Nature has endowed the great- Y ſup 
er part of the ſex with a conſtitutional Softneſs, a c 
which under right direction, would render Þ 
them unſpeakably more pleaſing than any Hof 
_ poſſible attraction that is purely external. Yet Þ hes 
| how few of you ſeem acquainted with its pro- tio: 
per uſe, ſo as to turn it to any valuable ac- | 


count ! What eſteem might you not procure, | 
and 
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and what happineſs communicate; if, mite 
of employing this ſoftneſs, merely to foſter 
paſſion in yourſelves or others, you made it 


ſubſervient to all the amiable purpoſes of a 
mild and obliging behaviour ! How prepoſte- 
rous to think of any allurement, rather than 


that which ſhould eel adorn 8 as Wo- 


men! 


THE gift I ſpeak. of is imparted, no doubt, 


in aiſferent degrees, and with various mix- 
tures ; nor will any culture prevent a div erſity 


from appearing in individuals, with regard to 


this, as well as other features of the female 


mind: neither indeed ought it. Such diver- 


ſity is not only beautiful in itſelf, but agree- 
ably adapted to the various and different taſtes 
of men. But ſtill ſome portion of the quality 
under conſideration is abſolutely eſſential to 
feminine excellence. Like every other one, 


indeed, it requires the guard of Virtue and the 


guidance of Diſcretion. This 18 certain, that 

any good diſpoſition you can name, how lau- 
dable or how eminent ſoever, if you could 

| ſu ppoſe it to be found alone, w ould conſtitute. 

2 character extremely imperfect, and produce 


effects lufficienti hurtful. 


Where an eaſineſs 

of temper is particularly prevalent, and the 
| hea art uncommonly ſuſceptible of warm emo-_ 
tions in the way of lovc and riendſtip' - there, 


without 
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But not to inſiſt on the national pride, and 
ungenerous prepoſſeſſions, on which thoſe 
ideas were founded; it is manifeſt to me, 
that whatever force of grandeur the female 
mind might in other views derive from them, 
ſuch advantage was far overbalanced by the 
| loſs or diminution of that gentleneſs and ſoft- 
neſs, which ever were, and ever will be, the 
ſovereign charm of the female character. 
Nor do I wiſh the women of Great Britain, 


who profeſs a ſyſtem ſo much more juſt, ami- | 


able, and happy, to adopt for the regulation 
of their temper. oy. ſtandard different from 
that! in my text. 


Sans of the moſt agreeable and important 
Conſequences of a meek and quiet ſpirit in 


your ſex, let us now proceed to ſurvey. i 


Where Nature has beſtowed any kind of per- 
ſonal beauty, be it ever ſo inconſiderable ; how 
early is it known, and at what pains are the ge- 


nerality of the too conſcious poſſeſſors to dil- | 
play it, on all occaſions, to the utmoſt ad- 
vantage! But Nature has endowed the great- 


er part of the ſex with a conſtitutional Softneſs, 


which under right direction, would render I 


them unſpeakably more pleaſing than any 
poſſible attraction that is purely external. Yet 
how few. of you ſeem acquainted with its pro- 
per uſe, ſo as to turn it to any valuable ac- 


--ogunt 1 What eſteem might you not procure, 


and 
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and what happineſs communicate, if, inſtead 
of employing this ſoftneſs, merely to foſter 


paſſion in yourſelves or others, you made it 


ſubſervient to all the amiable purpoſes of a 
mild and obliging behaviour! How prepoſte- 


Tous to think of any allurement, rather than 


that which. ſhould chiefly adorn Jo as ig 


1 men! 


Tur gift I ſpeak of is imparted, no doubt, 


in different degrees, and with various mix- 


tures 3 nor will any culture prevent a diverſity 
from appearing in individuals, with regard to 
this, as well as other features of the female 
mind: neither indeed ought it. Such diver- 
ſity is not only beautiful in itſelf, but agree- 
ably adapted to the various and different taſtes 


of men. Put ſtill ſome portion of the quality 


under conſideration is abſolutely eſſential to 
feminine excellence. Like every other one, 
indeed, it requires the guard of Virtue and the 
guidance of Diſcretion. This is certain, that 


any good diſpoſition you can name, how lau- 
dable or how eminent ſoever, if you could 


ſuppoſe it to be found alone, would conſtitute | 
a character extremely imperfect, and produce 


efiects ſuftictently hurtful. Where an eaſineſs 


of temper 1s particulariy prevalent, and the | 
heart uncommonly ſuſceptible of warm emo- 


tions in the way Oi {love and friendſhip ; there, 
without 
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without doubt, a peculiar ſtrain of prudence ry 
and fortitude is required, to prevent a young ve 
perſon's being betrayed into great inconvenien- al 
cies, and dangerous tenderneſſes. But while 8 je] 
I conſider Meeknels as the crowning grace of ba 
a woman, it will be naturally underſtood, that the 
3 ſome ſhare of the virtues and accompliſkments be 
* before recommended is preſuppoſed. 80 
| : e Pes 
A CULTIVATED mind and delicate ſpirit, I hy 
| together with ftrict principles of conduct, will WW 
teach you to make the neceſſary diſtinctions | has 
* amongſt thoſe you converſe with, to join cauti- not 
on with freedom, and, while with a graceful eaſes goc 
| you give to others what their characters claim, I ſen; 
with a modeſt firmneſs to ſupport your own. Þ wit 
There are few things, perhaps, more contemp- I juſt 
tible than an undiſtinguiſhing female, that con 
can ſmile alike upon all, that ſeems prepared | | dig 
| for every addreſs, that looks as if the freeſt IF ſery 
would not be unwelcome, that ſcatters herſelf Þ twe 

amongſt promiſcuous objects; who, if I may 
be indulged the exprefiton, proſtitutes to evety Y 2 


vagrant eye, and every new comer, any men- pug 
tal charms ſhe may poſſeſs, inſtead of pre- MW now 
ſerving them tor the intimaciés of virtuous WM rem 
love, or of ſacred friendſtip. You will rca- ons 
dily conceive, that the deportment I would J jc& 


enforce is ſomething widely different. J juz 
5 | diſce 


is effect, were religious and moral conſide- 
| rations 
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rations ſet aſide, ſach women would” not be 
very pleaſing on the footing of female ſoftneſs 
alone. Coquettes have commonly but little 
ſenſibility. Their natural graces, if any they 
had, are loſt in levity and affectation. While 
they court the regards of all, they have none to 
beſtow upon any. Let what was ſaid long 
ago be here remembered, that a forward ap- 
pearance, and light demeanour, immediate- 
ly diſguſt a man of the leaſt delicacy'z Who, 
if he is weak enough to love the ccurtſhip, 

has commonly however fo much perception as 
not to approve of her who offers it. But 
good nature, under the government of good 
ſenſe and real worth, will engage our efteem 
without flattering our folly, and reach that 

juſt ſtandard Of the female character, Which 
conſiſts in a fine compolition n of gentleneſs and 

| dign! ty, of ſweet complacence and virtuous re- | 
ſerve, the happy medium ſo hard to hit be- 
tween Prudery and its oppoſite extreme, 


As the former of theſe is moſt directlyre- 
FF pugnant to that lovely quality which we are 


now conſidering, I will proceed to offer a few 
; W remarks upon it; willing to rectify the noti- 
ons were it but of one of your ſex, on a ſub- 


d jeg which in the preſent age may, by ſevere 
© judges, be reckoned leaſt of all neccliary in 
diſcourſing to young Women. 

1 | Ho 
ns | THAT 
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THAT a prudiſſi behaviour is never ſincere, 
1 will not take upon me to affirm. It may a- 
riſe ſometimes from an original frigidity, or 


ſtrange inſenſibility of make. I ſpeak not off 


the diſlikes that women conceive to particular 


men, while from others they are by no means 
-unſuſceptible of kind impreſſions, Neither do 
I ſpeak of thoſe femaies whoſe firſt addreſs is 
frequently forbidden, occaſioned by a peculiar 


reſervedneſs of manner rather than temper, 
not at all incompatible with good affection; 


ſince it evidently wears off by degrees, and that 
exceſſive baſhfulneſs gives place, on proper en- 
couragement, to a carriage equally courteous | 
and modeſt. But where a woman bears a- 


mongſt candid ſpirits the character of a prude, It 


there J muſt confeſs myſelf tempted to doubt 


both her _ and we nenen 


T1 Els we are ſure of, that it 1s very com- 
mon for people to affect moſt the appearance 
of thoſe virtves which they leaſt poſſeſs. 
What they want in reality they would fain 
ſupply in ſhew, afraid of ſuſpicion, where they 
are conſcious of guilt ; whereas thoſe that 


are ſound at heart, are ſeldom apprehenſive of 


being ſuſpected. A good man ſhall be ſa- 


tisficd from himſelf,” and generally leaves 
others to collect his principles from his prac- 


tice. An honeſt confidence in the recitude of 


his own intentions begets A ſimplicity of man- 
| ners, 


ners, that deſpiſes oſtentation in all caſes, and 
ſuperſedes profeſſion in moſt. I do not mean 
Religious Profeſſion, which a good man will 
never think unneceſſ. ry, though he wil! always 


make it with modeſty. In ſnort; true virtue, 


whether male or female, 18, l. 0 the fun, belt 
| ſeen | in its! own light. | 


Or a defect of ſenſe prudery is an indiſpu- 


table proof. It never ſucceeds in its attempts 


to impoſe. A woman of this character is con- 
ſidered by our ſex as a hy pocrite, by yours as A” 
hypocrite and a fpy at the ſame time. Both arc 
incited to a keener inſpection into her conduct, 

On the leaſt failure in that, both are provoked 


to ſharper reproach ; and ſhovld the ungraci- 


ous diſſembler at laſt drop her diſguiſe altoge- 
ther, the triumph againſt her is univerſal : nor 
is a miſcarriage ever forgotten which was pre- 
ceded by pretenſions to ſuperior ſtriftneſs. In 
any caſe ſhe is a diſagraeeble creature, whom 
none can love, and whom moſt will ſhun. How 
juſt the words of an elegant writer on 1 this ſub- 


ject ! . 


c Vine 18 amiable, mild, ſerensz - 

« Without all beauty, and all peace within : 2 
The honour of a Prude is rage and torm ; 
6 ' "Tis uglineſs in its molt iet form.“ 


Suoulp ſuch a woman he to o grow old i in 
V OL. II. : . | the 
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the ſingle ſtate, ſhe will be regarded with a | 
mixture of hatred and contempt. When I 
ſay this, every one will recolle& the imputa- 


tion which has been ſo frequently brought 
againſt Unmarried females at that age. Js it 5 
- mt: unpleaſant idea ? The inference is plain: 

; Let it be your care now to lay in ſuch a ſtore | : 
| of good humour and Chriſtian Meekneſs, 6 
= mingling with other agreeable acquiſitions, may I. : 
prevent the advance of life from ſpoiling your E 
chearfulneſs, or robbing you of that benignity 8 
1 which communicates a grace to every conditi- F 
N on, and of that conſequence which youth | 8 
and beauty alone cannot preſerve. Eſtabliſh it bn 
= betimes as a certain maxim, that to be mar- | » 
| C neither the one, nor the chief thing 1 
|. __ needful. Are all in that ſtate happy? Or 85 
ö muſt ſhe be neceſſarily unhappy, who is not 0 
in that ſtate? May not a ſingle woman be wiſe a 
| and virtuous ? and if wiſe and virtuous, will ſne eg 
; not be contented ? and if contented, is ſhe not tn. 
| happy in the beſt ſenſe, as much ſo as can be MW 
| expected in the mixed and variable lot of mor- po 
tals? Is there any thing wrong in' this reaſon- 5 
8 ing? If it is right now, will it not be right | 501 
ten, fifteen, twenty years hence? And in the n. 
mean while do not you ſee women in the ſitu- 05 
\ | ation ſuppoſed, who from the goodneſs of | 45 
1 their temper, breeding, and underſtanding, 15 
ö are objects of tender regard; a regard ſo much by 
! he more valuable, that it is entertained br Y © 
a the 
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the warthielt of ket acquaintance, that! it is no 
longer a tribute levied by the power of beauty, 
or aided by the influence of cuſtom, but the 


pure reward of genuine merit, a merit tried 
by time, and matured by reflexion 3 5 


Bor do you imagine, that thoſe only are 
: diſregarded and avoided who are peeviſh, fret- 
ful, or ſuſpicious from age ? Depend upon it, 
that ſuch difpoſitions are alawys di (guſting; 
were ſhe that indulges them blooming as the 
ſpring, or beautiful as the day. No heart was 
ever won by diſdain; no lover was ever kept 
by coldneſs. A man whom the extravegance | 
of his paſſion has weakened may ſubmit for a 
while to the petulant airs, and even inſolent 
treatment, of a female that is handfome and 
young. Nay, ſuch is the debility ſometimes 
produced by this paſſion in men of little ſpirit 
or low underſtanding, that bad uſage, blend- 
ed with fits of kindneſs, ſhall actually make 
them doat the more. But what ſhall we fay 
of that woman, who finding a man in her 
power ſports with his heart, and to ſhew her 
dominion plays the tyrant? Alas! ſhe knows 
not that true greatneſs conſiſts in generoſity, 
that a graceful compliance is inexpreſſibly 
pleaſing, and that a man of worth may be for 
ever obliged by a noble frankneſs. She forgets 
too how ſoon an immoderate fondneſs is cured 
by connubial fene, and what ſevere re- 
1 2 venge 
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venge may be taken after marriage by him 
whom ſhe treated ill before it, were he e 
to make retaliation. 


Bur you want to maintain your impor— 
\ tance; and why not? Would you do it in the 
moſt effectual manner? Worth and underſtand- 
ing are the proper means. Haughtineſs is al- 
ways little, violence impotent, and peeviſh- 
neſs the infirmity of a child. 
underſtanding confer a conſequence that is ſel- 
dom in danger of being deſpiſed. She who 
| ſhews a juſt ſenſe of what belongs to her as a 
Woman, and as a Chriſtian, will engage re- 
ſpect without ſeeking to command it. From 
her a word, a look expreſſive of virtuous dif- 
dain or pious indignation, will daſh the boldeſt 
offender, if not uncommonly obdurate indeed. 
Nor can ſhe probably be often obliged to bear 
the company of a wretch, who is proof againſt 
the lightning of excellence provoked. Be aſ- 
ſured, on the other ſide, that good nature 
well placed will never leſſen your value. 


Look up, my fair ones, to the Firſt Lady 
in this land, and learn affability: learn to know 
that however grandeur may ſecure external re- 
verence, it is goodneſs only that inſpires heart- 
felt eſteem; that Royalty itſelf derives luſtre 


from Meekneſs; and that the higheſt prero- 


gative of rank is the power of imparting fe- 
licity more , HPP prince! thus to 
have 


Worth and 
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have found a companion, by whoſe chearful 
temper and gentle manners the cares of govern- 
ment are ſoftened, and that ſatisfaction is en- 
joyed at home, which the ſplendor of a crown 
cannot confer. illuſtrious pair! live long 
| bleſſed in each other and in your children, 
bright examples of nuptial ſanQity, paren- 
tal affection, and domeſtic joy.—The perſon- 
age I ſpeak of ſeems indeed fo thoroughly 
good, ſo naturally obliging, that I cannot 
doubt but ſhe would have proved ſuch in any 
ſtation. But certain it is, that from thoſe that 
are placed in the higher walks of life, a little 
condeſcenſion, a little favour, gives great delight. 
Is it not wonderful that women of birth and 
fortune ſhould not pleaſe more generally, when 
they might pleaſe at ſo r a rate! 5 


Bur not to dwell on thoſe Ain 75 
what man is not charmed with an amiable 


courteouſneſs in any young woman, eſpecially 


if otherwiſe attradive? Even common civility 
Ef! grateful. But would you be reſiſtleſs; Ac- 
quire a habit of fixed attention. Tt is a fort of 

filent flattery truly exquiſite, and withal per- 
tealy innocent. To the moſt attentive per- 
ſon in company you may obſerve the con- 

verſation almoſt always directed ; while by 
interruption, liſtleſſneſs, or a vacant look in 


thoſe that are preſent, cvery creature that 


offers to ſpeak is ſure to be mortified. As a 
| ſmall degree of knowledge entertains in a wo- 


„ man; 


man; fo from a woman, though for a diffe- 


rent reaſon, a ſmall expreſſion of kindneſs de- 


lights, particularly if ſhe has beauty. But, 


in truth, without uttering a word, ſhe has 


it in her power by this ſingle mark of good 
breeding to captivate more than I can tell. 
In ſhort, the liſtening to the perſon who ſpeaks, 
with a recolleQed mild, and ſteady aſpeQ, 
which nothing frivolous can divert, is perhaps 


the molt valuable ſecret in the whole ſcience 
of genuine politeneſs. From an agrecable 


young woman to an intelligent man it is in- 


credibly ſoothing. 


Ix to your natural ſoftneſs you join that 
_ Chriſtian meekneſs, which I now preach; 
both together will not fail, with the aſſiſtance | 
of proper reflection and friendly advice, to 
accompliſh you in the beſt and trueſt kind of 
breeding. You will not be in danger of put- 
_ ting yourſelves forward in company, of con- 


tradicting bluntly, of aſſerting poſitively, of 


_ debating obſtinately, of affecting a ſuperiority 
to any preſent, of engroſſing the diſcourſe, of 
liſtening to yourſelves with apparent ſatisfacti- 


on, of neglecting what is advanced by others, 
or of interrupting them without neceſſity. 


| Wuzx theſe are not the effects of mere 
youthful folly, and even then. they are diſplea- 


ſing, it is plain they proceed chiefly from pride 
and vanity, But we ſaid before that meekneſs 
; N 16 
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is nearly allied to humility, and äche aſ- 
ſiſted by it. If you be truly humble, you will 
manifeſt a noble forgetfulneſs of yourſelves, 
with a becoming reſpe& for others; a diffi- 
_ dence of your own ſentiments, with a defe- 
' rence to theirs in doubtful points, or in 
| ſuch as they are entitled to know better; a 
readineſs to learn of every one, with a iſe 
_ poſition to give every one an opportunity of 
_ appearing with advantage, and thus to make 
all happy in their turn. Where the prevailing 
modes happen to be innocent, you will not 
affect to diſplay the refinement of your taſte, 
or the ſtrictneſs of your principles, by A 
pulous ſingularity, or a ſaucy contempt of. 
the opinions and manners of others. Nor will 
| thoſe conteſts and differences about preceden- | 
cy, form, and faſhion, which inflame ſo many 
of your ſex, ever intereſt minds that have 
learnt the dignity; of humility, and the littleneſs _ 
of pride. In a word, the moſt important 
branches of Chriſtian breeding you will prac- 
tiſe with eaſe and pleaſure, from an internal 5 
principle. A mcek deportment 1 is the natural 
and ſpontaneous. growth of a lowly mind. 
Politeneſs in you will be the offspri ing of the 
heart. How much preferable to that ſpecious, 
but hollow complaiſance, ſtudied by the faſhio- 
nable and the falſe ; which conſiſts i in an artful _ 
diſguiſing of their own paſſions, and a flatter- 
ing application to thoſe of others, in a ſupple 
framing of the face to all occaſions, in pro- 


s 7 feſſing 
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feſling the greateſt reſpect without feeling the 


leaſt, and in hiding very often the worſt de- 


ſigns under the ſmile of familiarity, and the 
mew of friendſhip | 5 


1 vszp the phraſe. Chriſtian Breeding ; that 
kind of courteſy, which I point out, being 


expreſsly enjoined by one of the writers | 


of the New Teſtament. Perhaps you think 


of St. Paul, that accompliſhed Apoſtle, who 


himſelf became all things to all men, that 
he might gain ſome. Such a precept might 
have been readily ſuggeſted by his early edu- 


cation in a ſeat of learning, and would have 


come very naturally from the hand that dre] 
fo divine a picture of Charity, the parent of 


Meekneſs. But the fact is, that the precept 
in queſtion fell from the pen of an illiterate 
man, bred to the rougheſt of all employments. 
It was St. Peter, the inſpired fiſherman, that 
| ſaid, ©* Be courteous :*'?—to intimate that the 
ligion which he had lately learnt from the 
meek and lowly Jeſus, was able to ſoften the 


keeneſt, and ſubdue the hotteſt temper, and 
even give gentleneſs to one trained gy 


winds and waves. 


Wuar ſtrangers to the ſpirit of the goſpel 
muſt thoſe women be, who have never con- 


trouled their own humours, whoſe looks are 
contempt, and whoſe words are arrogancez {| 
| whoſe 


JFTffTTTT 199 

whoſe general demeanour, unleſs when 

they are propitiated by adulation, or ſoothed 
by jubmiſſion, 1 is big with inſolence and ſcorn |! 

How ſhall we expreſs our horror at thoſe fe- 
male furies that, loft to decency and every 
mild feeling of their ſex, can abandon them- 
ſelves to * ail bitterneſs, and wrath, and an- 
« ver, and clamour, and evil ſpeaking, and 
all malice!” It is better,” ſays Sclomon, 
% to dwell ina corner of the houſe-top, than 
% with A brawling woman in a wide houſe 5 
he might have added, or in a magnificent 
palace. In ſo doing he would have probably 
ſpoken from experience; ſince it may be pre- 
ſumed that ſome of thoſe eaſtern ladies, WhO 
had by their beauty enſlaved the unhappy 
monarch, were willing now and then by their 
tongues to convince him of their prerogative. 
The ſaying of the Son of Sirach, on the ſame 
ſubject, is yet ſtronger, as well as more ironi- 
cal. A loud crying woman,“ ſays he,“ and 
«a ſcold that be ſought out to drive away 
© the enemy.” That ſpirited writer ſatirizes 
the female vices in general, with great free- 
dom; but there is ſcarce any of them, which 
he more frequently or more ſeverely ex- 
poſes, than this of unquietneſs and ill tem- 
per. 


Wars a woman of fuch diſpolicions « en- 
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ters into the nuptial ſtate, what Weiche 
neſs can equal his to whoſe lot ſhe falls? To 
be tied for life to a being, whom neither reaſon 
can convince, nor patience win, nor any thing 
conquer but main force; a. domeſtic plague, a 
| boſom fiend, from whom only. her death or 
bis own can deliver him—myſterious Provi- 
_ dence! who can unfold the reaſons of thy pro- 
cedure, when ſuch is the portion of a good 
man; who, mild himſelf and amiable, would 


have given and received peculiar felicity, had 


he been connected with ſome gentle female ? 


Bor let it be remembered, that violence is 
not neceſſary to conſtitute Ill temper. Obſti- | 
nacy alone will do it. Let me conjure you, 
by all that is dear and lovely, to guard againſt 
that. Be aſſured there is not a man living, 
' whoſe affection it does not chill, let him be 
otherwiſe ever ſo warm an admirer. There 
may be thoſe who, during the ſhort reign of 
Beauty, will ſupport it. But that being over, 


and the faſcination of appetite diſſolved, a 


diſputatious, perverſe, and. ſtubborn female, | 


will always offend ; and, where there is any 


manhood left, will often provoke to a dange- | 


TOUS degree. In the mean time, every one 
who is not in love will be diſguſted ; nor can 
any charm of underſtanding, or of perſon, 


compenſate | the want of ſoft compliance, a and 


meek 
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week: ſubmiſſion, in a woman. Theſe the 
men are taught by nature, by education, and 
by cuſtom, to conſider as your duty, and their 
right; neither will they be eaſily brought to 
_ dilpenſe with it. Some of them you may ſub- 
due; but you can perſuade none of them into 
a different ſyſtem, If yet, after all, you will 
place your glory in deſpotic rule inſtead of 
kind attraction, chooſing rather to tyrannize 
over daſtardly ſlaves under the form of huſ- 
bands, than to influence thoſe huſbands as ten- 
der friends; what can we ſay, but that we pity 
them much, and you more ? For the idea of a 
little paltry power aſſumed without title, and 
_ exerciſed without diſcretion, to give up the 
worthieſt triumphs of your ſex, HOW] mean and- 
how miſerable !_ | 


IN the paſſage from which we have taken 
our text, the Apoſtle exhorts Chriſtian Wo- 
men to be in ſubjection to their own huſbands; 
adding, as a motive which deſerved their con- 
ſideration, „that if any obey not the word, 

« they alſo without the word may be won by | 
« the converſation of the wives, while they 
«behold your chaſte converſation coupled with 
2 ce fear; "3s and ſo he goes on to recommend 
; that meek and quiet ſpirit, which ought to be 
their principal ornament. With relation to the 
particular caſe by him ſuppoſed, his meaning 
evidently. is, that thoſe his female diſciples 
| might, . 
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might, by a pious and exact deportment, full 
of fweetneis and moderation, gain their huſ- 
bands over to a religion which they had not. 
yet embraced, but which they would be no 
longer able to reſiſt, when they beheld and ex- 


perienced its happy effects on the tempers and 


manners ot their wives. To every excellent 
woman, that in this way has been inſtrumen- 


tal to ſave a ſoul from death, we may addreſs, 


though in a lower tenſe, thoſe words which 
were ſpoken by Gabriel to the Virgin Mary 
on a great occaſion, „Hail, thou that art 
„ highly favoured, the Lord is 215 thee : 
Tu blefled art thou among women.” | 


1 cannorT do juſtice TI part of my ar- 


gument without remarking, that there is rea- 


ſon to fear much of the worthleſfneſs of many 
married men, as well as much of the unhappi- 


neſs both of them and their partners, muſt be 


imputed to the Turbulent Paſſions or Uncom- 


plying Humonrs of the latter, Such is the 


 fameneſs of the matrimonial ſtate on one hand, 


ſuch its cares on the other, and, it is but fair | 


to add, ſuch the indiſpoſition of numbers of 
men to be long delighted; that, to preſerve 
the attachment of a huſhand unimpaircd, 
the utmoſt attention and the mildeſt com- 
placence are commoniy requiſite on the fide 
of the woman. | 


„ Fy'n 


K 
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0 Ev” n in the happieſt choice, where fay' ring 
heav'n 


Has equal love and eaſy fortune iv en, 


„ Think not, the huſband gain d, that all! 18 


done; | 

The prize of kai muſt {till be 4 won; 
c And oft, the careleſs find it to their coſt, 
The lover in the huſband may be loſt : 

« The graces might alone his heart allure; 


60. 1 I the Virtues enen muſt ſe- 


cure.“ 


I an aftoniſhed at the folly of many wo- 


men, who are {ill reproaching mey ſor leav- 
ing them alone, for preſerring this or tbat 
company to theirs, for treating them with 
this and the other mark of diſregard or To dif- 
ference; when, to ſpeak the truth, they have 
themſelves in a great meaſure to blame. Not 
that I would juſtify the men in any thing 
wrong on their part. But had you 1 = 
to them with a more re ſpectful obſervance, 
and a more equal tenderneſs; ſtudying their 


humours, overlooking their miſtakes, ſubmit- 


ting to their opinions in matters indifferent, 
paſſing by little inſtances of unevenneſs, ca- 
price, or paſſion, giving ſoft anſwers to hal- 
ty words, complaining as ſeldem as poſſible, 
and making it your daily care to relieve their 
anxieties, and prevent their wiſhes, to enli- 
ven the hour of dulneſs, and call up the 
ideas 
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ideas of felicity : had you purſued this con- 
duct, I doubt not but you would have main— 
tained and even increaſed their efteem, ſo 
far as to have ſecured every degree of in- 
fluence that could conduce to their virtue, 
or your mutual ſatisfaction; and your houſe 
might at this day have been the abode of do- 
meſtic bliſs. = | 


| Tart may, it is true, be ſome huſbands' 
whom no goodneſs can impreſs. We on- 
ed it before: but ſtil] we have ground to 
believe, that of men who would have turn- 
ed out better, had they met with diſcreet and 
_ obliging women, multitudes have been loſt by 
the inattention and neglect, as well as not a 
few by the impertinence and perverſeneſs of 
their wives. Little do many of you think 
how eaſily the heart may be alienated. A 
generous readineſs to make every” kind al- 
lowance for what may be amiſs in others, 
is perhaps the rareſt quality in the world; 
it is, however, one of the moſt neceſſary, 
in the ſeveral connexions of ſociety, but 
eſpecially in the neareſt of all connexions. 
And yet how few huſbands, comparatively 
ſpeaking, have the good nature to exerciſe 
it towards the companions. of their. life! 
How ſoon after marriage does it. often hap- 


pen, that every error is  magnitzed into a 


fault, every fault into a vice, and often a | 
ſingle look 15 conſtrued Into I know not what 
| ener- | 
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enormity! One great ſource of this miſery 
is, that moſt men expect too much from 
the women they marry, expect to be al- 
ways received with ſmiles, and cheriſhed _ 
by endearments; forgetting that they do not 
always deſerve them, thas thoſe women are 
ke themſelves imperfect, that even the beſt 

_ temper will be hurt by circumſtances, and 

\ that the brighteſt ſky cannot for ever remain 
unclouded. But, notwithſtanding all this, it 
continues true, that women might often 
do much more to pleaſe. Their dropping to 
the huſband, as we have frequently ſeen, 
thoſe engaging manners which they prac- 
tiſed on the lover, is impiety and diſtrac- 


ion at the ſame inſtant; as if the ſolemn : 


vos they made at the altar were words 

of courſe, and their only concern was to be 
married, not to be happy, or to gain a 
heart, not to keep it. They are apt -alſo 
to forget in their turn, that the com- 
placence and obſequioufneſs of courtſhip ſel- 
dom extend into wedlock; that the rap- 
tures of a common Pane are neceſſarily 
ſhort; that an attachment without tender- 
neſs, or at moſt an affection without deli- 
cacy, is as much as can be hoped from the 
ordinary run of huſbands;. and that to pre- 
ſerve even this requires both vigilance and 
| gentleneſs. 


Bur 
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Bor that vigilance which is forced will 
be frequently ſuſpended; . and that gentleneſs 
which is put on will be always precarious. 
Therefore we wiſh you to acquire early the 
| habits of ſelf-controul, and to cultivate from 
principle a meek and quiet ſpirit. This you 
will do with ſucceſs, if imploring and depend- 
ing on the grace of God, you make conſci- 
ence of curbing. betimes the iraſcible paſſions 
of nature, of ſubmitting calmly to the daily 


mortifications of life, of gene:ouſly yielding 


to thoſe about you, and particularly of conde- 
ſcending to perſons of low eſtate. 


IHAVE never 8 a woman eminent for 


8 the laſt of theſe qualitics, Who was not ex- 


cellent in many other Ways. Reſpect to ſu- 
periors may be enforced by fir, or prompt- 
ed by intereſt, and is therefore no demon- 
ſtrative proof of a good heart. But habitual 
mildneſs to thoſe of inferior rank, is one of 
its ſureſt indications. That young lady can- 
not have a bad mind, who readily enters into 
the diſtreſſes, and affectionately contributes to 
the felicity, of thoſe whom Providence has 
placed bencath her. In reality, there is no 
ſuch diſcovery of your tempers as your treat- 
ment of domeſtics. She is always the wor- 


| thieſt character who behaves beſt at home, 


and is moſt liked by the ſervants. They are 
the trueſt judges of a woinan's diſpoſitions, 


be- 


an 
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- becauſe, to them ditguiſe is laid aſide, 3 
they ſee her in all Bente An unaffected 


propenſion to uſe them well, without par- 


tiality and without caprice, argues a con- 
firmed benevolence. Thoſe who uſe them 
otherwiſe, will urge indeed their mercenary 

ſpirit, their want of gratitude, their want of 


worth; and ſuch complaints may in many 


: nll ces be too well founded. But Huma- 


Blty is noble, and will riſe above little con- 


ſiderations;, Chriſttanity is divine, and will 
not be overcome of evil, but will over- 


come evil with good. A faithful ſervant is 


a treaſure, entitled to every poſſible mark 


of regard; and ſome ſuch there certainly 


are in this country. But it muſt be con- 
feſſed, the generality of that claſs are often 
highly provoking : they are ever ready to cor- 
rupt one another; and there can be little 


attachment where there is no principle. Ne- 
vertheleſs, I am perſuaded, that treating 


them with tenderneſs when ſick, and with 


gentleneſs at other times, without making 


them confidents, would, Joined to a wiſe and 
pious example, go far to gain and reform ma- 
ny of them. At any rate, condeſcenſion and 
generoſity to thoſe of lower ſtation, will al- 


ways give ſatisfaction to that mind in which 
there | 15 real ſuperiority. 


Yoon behaving handſomely to your friends, . 
and eee to all with whom you con- 
| 5 verſe, 
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verſe, though not ſo certainly charaQteriſtic of 
the virtue I paint, will yet be a natural and 
agreeable effect of it. Meekneſs is like the 
light, which ſpreads itſelf every where; 
though, like the light too, it pleaſes moſt 
where it 1s leaſt looked for. To carry on the 
reſemblance; like that it will ve ſometimes 
_ obſcured, but like that alſo, we cannot bear 
its being long abſent. Starts of petulance may 
be forgiven: to proſperity ; fits of tretiulne!; 
are natural to affliction: but what can be 
_ pleaded for harbouring a Paſſionate or a Pee- 
viſh Temper, eaſily provoked and hardly pa- 
cified? 


5 Wann 1 have ſeen a woman in a rage, 1: 
have always wiſhed for a: mirror at hand, to 
ſhew her to herfelf. How would ſhe have. 


ſtarted back from her own image, if not an 


| abſolute Demon! To thoſe of ſuch a ſtamp 
I have nothing: to ſay but this, that a place 
awaits them where their rage will have its full 
ſcope for ever. But ſome are of a calmer 
ſtrain, ſour, ſplenctic, and ſullen ; not leſs 
unchriſtian, or leſs unfemale than the others, 


and on one account much worſe. In thoſe the 
ſtorm breaks and clears ; in theſe all is ſettled. 


gloom, that admits no ſunſhine, that preſents 
no proſpe& of the chearful kind. For vulgar 
and unenlightened ſpirits, thus continually 
overcaſt, there may be ſome excuſe, from the 


want of. better inſtruction, that might have 
helped 


A” 


189 


SERMON XII. 187 


10 el to correct their aa infelicity of 


' temper. . But what ſhall be ſaid for habitual 
rancour, deep reſentment, and cool malignity 
in thoſe women who, together with under- 
ſtandings originally good (for ſome ſuch there 
are) have enjoyed the advantages of books and 
converſation, of elegant breeding and know- _ 
ledge of the world? In truth, their heads | 
ſeem to have ſtarved their hearts; and the ta- 
lents they poſſeſs ferve only to render them 


cOmpleter devils, 


IT is a range miſtake of many who think; 


that, provided they do not indulge to one par- 


ticular paſſion, they may give a looſe to all the 


reſt: as if a woman could effend only by i in- 
continence; or as if her not committing a ſin 


to which perhaps from the coldneſs of her- 
complexion ſhe has no propenſity, or from 

which ſhe is reſtrained by the dread of imme- 
diate infamy and: ruin, would atone for the 
commiſſion of others without: number; for 


vanity and arrogance, for ſe!fiſhneſs and envy, - 


for ſuſpicion and revenge, for unbounded cen- 
ſoriouſneſs, or the blackeſt malice. I am ſuf- 
ficiently aware that Pride may not compre- 


hend the remark, and that Uncharitableneſs 


may not forgive it: but no candid hearer will 
miſtake me when I ſay, that, however ſcan- | 
dalous and however deſtructive the luſts of the 


fleſh may be, thoſe of the mind are yet more 


heinous, being the proper and peculiar image 
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of the worſt and wickedeſt being in the uni- 
verſe; in one word, they are infernal. 


Ou Maſter underſtood the diſtinction well, 

and was not afraid to ſnew that he underſtood 
it. In the capacity of a teacher he converſed 
freely with publicans and ſinners; he treated 
them tenderly: he came not, as himſelf ſaid, 
to call the righteous but ſinners to repent 


« ance.” What gentleneſs did he not diſplay 


to the poor creature taken in adultery | What 


forgiveneſs of the well-known female penitent, 4 


who. but a little before had been plunged in 
diſorder and ſhame ! Such he declared ſhould 
enter into the kingdom of heaven more readily 
than the Scribes and Phariſees, in ſpight of all 
their ablutions and prayers, their frequent faſt— 


ings and ſpecious demeanour; a proud, ſelf- 


_ juſtifying, and moſt unmerciful ſet of men, 
whom he ſcrupled not for theſe reaſons to pro- 
nounce „ the children of the devil.” Let 
me perſuade. you, from the example of your 
Saviour, to learn Pity towards ſuch as arc 
gone aſtray. How ungracious in women not 
to thew mercy to women! Let me prevail 
with you never to expreſs a ſupercilious con- 


tempt, or unforgiving ſeverity, on the ſubject ; 


of thoſe hapleſs beings whoſe miſery pleads 
for commiſeration yet louder than their crimes 


call for cenſure. Which of you can be ſure } 
that you would not have yielded to the ſame 
: temptations which overcame them? Where 


are 
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are thoſe perfect characters that can anſwer 
for their own ſtability? Who made you to 


differ from the wretchedeſt of human kind ? 
Believe me, Chriſtians, the moſt genuine vir- _ 
tue is always the moſt humble, and the moſt 
charitable. —Mercifui heaven, may the beſt 
gifts of thy providence, and the ſweeteſt in- 
fluences of thy grace, deſcend evermore on 
that bleſſed Fiſtabliſhment, which has opened 


A ſanctuary for wreiched females weary of 


vice, and willing to reform. May all its be- 


nefactors obtain mercy in the day of the Lord. 


What ſuperior honeur does ſuch an eſtabliſn- 
ment, with its ſiſter inſtitution, that happy 
Aſylum for the helpleſs young creatures of 
your ſex who are yet uncorrupted, reflect on 
this nation! They are truly the moſt diſtin- 
guiſhing glory of Britain; the faireſt flowers, 
if J may ſo ſay, | in all the garland of . 8 


Humanity. 


Bou 1 let me recommend te you Candour 


with regard to your ſex in general, as well as 


compaſſion towards the unhappy part of it. 
Ah, my fair clients, what ſhall we ſay in your 
behalf to thoſe men who are always telling us 


of your ill-natured remarks, or illiberal in- 
ſinuations to the diſadvantage of one another ? 


Such as reſign themſelves, without controul, 


to this accurſed paſſion, we give up at once 


with indignation and abhorrence. Thoſe wil- 


u 
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ful and deliberate deſtroyers of reputation are 
of their & father the devil, who was” an 
accuſer, and “ a murderer from the begin- 
“ ning;” nor, while they do his works, will 


it avail them aught, though like him they 


could in other reſpeQs * transform themſelves 
into angels of light.” No luſtre of beauty, 
no brilliancy of underſtanding, can, even a- 
mong the warmeſt friends of the ſex, make 
compenſation for the ſpirit of cenſoriouſneſs 
in a female. For my own part, I conſider 
good nature and candid ſentiments as fo pecu- 
larly indiſpenſable in every woman, that, 
when TI want to eſtimate the character of any 


young lady, I take the firſt opportunity of 


commending highly ſome perſon of her own 


ſex, and about her own age, but rather 
younger, whom ſhe knows, and who is de- 
ſervedly a favourite with the men. If with- 


out heſitation, reſerve, or a ſingle But, if 


with apparent pleaſure and cordiality ſhe joins 
in the praiſe; I am willing from that moment 


to form a favourable opinion of her heart, I ; 


may be miſtaken : it may be all artifice ; but, 
for the moſt part, I think not. If on the 
contrary—But I need not expreſs the reſt. In- 
form us, ye ſtudents of human nature, what 
it is in the female mind that, without the re— 
ſtraints of ſuperior worth, inclines it ſo ſtrong— 
ly to the love of ſcandal? I am diſpoſed to 
hope chat, beſide the competitions formerly 


explained, 
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explained, it may be often owing to the acri- 
mony produced by diſappointment, and often 
to the habits contracted by aſſociating with 
thoſe. who, having no fund of entertainment 
in themſelves, are forced to ſeek it at the ex- 


pence of others. Be it owing however to what 
it will, one thing 1 is certain, that a proneneſs 


to indulge it is always deteſtable; as, on the 


other hand, ſhe who has the generoſity to ap- 
prove moſt, will have always the ſatisfaction 
of being roof approved; and for the belt of 
qualities, an amiable temper.—No, my fair 
ones, nothing can make amends for the want 


of that. It is like wiſdom ; © It cannot be 
% valued with the gold of Ophir, with the 
precious onyx or the ſapphire. The gold 
and the cryſtal cannot equal it; and the 
e exchange of it ſhall not be for jewels of fine 
© gold. No mention ſhall be made of coral 
or of pearls: for the price of it is above 
„ rubies, The topaz of Ethiopia ſhall not 
ce equal it.“ Preſerve it, dearly beloved, and 


be” 16 


* eneriſh it for ever. N 


Lew © the law of kindneſs” be in your 


tongue. © A froward mouth and perverſe lips 


put far from you.” Guard againſt every word, 


againſt every hint that would give pain unne- 


ceſſariſy to any creature. Beware of miſtak- 
ing pertneſs for vivacity, or petulance for ſpi- 
rit. Tremble at the thought of ſacrificing | 
friendſhip to a jeſt. Indulge i in no caſe a pro- 


penſity 


3 to Din or the itch of criti- 


ciſm. Be not haſty to draw characters, in 
.general companies eſpecially. Whenever you 


do, be ſure to touch on what is praiſe-worthy : 


ſomething praiſe-worthy there is in every cha- 


N rater. Over what is culpable throw the 
veil of charity as often as you can. As welF 


in this as in other . As 66 charits ſhall 


dc hide a multitude of fins.” When the ab- 


ſent are condemned, juſtify their conduct, if 


| Poſſible; extenuate it, if not: ſome circum- | 


Nance of extenuation may be almoſt always 
found. If in your judgment of human actions 


you muſt frequently err, let it ever be on the 


' favourable ſide; and remember, that one of 
a noble nature had much rather be thought 


humane than witty, ſimple than ſevere. Shew 


yourſelves pleaſed, as often as you really are 
ſo; and you will ſeldom fail of pleaſing. Join 
to all the reſt the magnanimity of applauding 
freely in other women that beauty, and thoſe 
accompliſhments, which you yourſelves may 
chance not to poſſeſs, or to poſſeſs only in an 
inferior degree, How lovely and great will 
you appear by an unaffected attention to ſuch 
maxims! The ſparkling of wit, or the ſplen- 
dor of fortune in others, may amuſe and 
dazzle for a time; but you ſhall ſecure ſolid 
and laſting. eſteem. Your ſociety will be 


£ ſought, as eaſy and ſafe ; your friendſhip will 


be prized, as ſincere and affectionate; in your 


tender boſoms your acquaintance will long to 
repoſe 
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repoſe their art 3 and from your ſympathe- 
tic manner of entering into their concerns, | 
they will receive conlolation. | 


Burr is 4 no danger of ſinking into inſi- 


pidity, by ſuch a behaviour? Not the leaſt; 


if it is accompanied with tho e other qualities 


which women ought to cultivate. And what 


ſhould hinder the ſofteſt ſpirit of your ſex from 


acquiring, if ſhe will, any one virtue or ac- 


compliſhment proportionate to her capacity ? 


It is poſſible indeed, that ſuch a caſt of mind 
may be attended with leſs reſolution in diffi» 
culties, with leſs endurance of affliction, with 
leſs acuteneſs of wit, or leſs force of under- 


ſtanding; but by duc pains taken with herſelf, 


a woman of this fort will, I apprehend, be- 


yond all others, improve into that form of cha- 


racter, which we would willingly convince you 


is the moſt beautiful in a female. There are, 


Iwill acknowledge, now and then in ſome of 


a different mould, certain little caprices, or 
kvely fallies and ſtarts of humour, that are 


not unpleaſing on particular occaſions, But 
then they require to be bounded by decency, 5 
and blended with ſenſe; nor muſt the great 
principles of good affection be ever forgotten. 


= 


AMmoNecsT the many other advantages re- 
fulting from female meckneſs, I muſt not omit 
to mention how much it will conduce to Per- 
| ſonal Attraction. As it commonly implies 
Vol. II. Oy GO calm 
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calm paſſions, ſo it naturally produces, or hap- 


pily promotes, that ſerene manner which is | 


always engaging, (a flutter never is) and 
Which, meeting a ſentimental mind, refines 
very readily into a gracefulneſs of mein, more 
real than any that is acquired in gay aſſem- 
blies, and to an obſervant eye much more al- 


luring. Imagine a circle of handſome young 


women, where one is diſtinguiſhed above the 
reſt by a flowing yet compoled affability; by 
a meek look, and modeſt carriage, in which 
there appears no conſciouſneſs of beauty, no 
return upon herſelf, no ſtudy to become the 
object of the company, no viſible attention to 
her dreſs or perſon, but a recollected air, and 


ſteady regard to thoſe about her; what ſupe- | 


rior pleaſure and reſpect will her preſence ne- 
ceſſarily inſpire! Suppoſe her, if you will, 
entirely ſilent, from a diſpoſition to give place 
to others who may ſeem more deſirous of talk- 
ing; will not her very ſilence intereſt? But 
when, on finding room left her to ſhare in 
| the diſcourſe, ſhe ipeaks with that ſweetneſs 
of voice which often accompanies mild affec- 
tions, expreſſing in gentle unſtudied accents 


ſuch ſentiments as are worthy of herſelf; [ 


leave you to gueſs the effect on every ſuſcep— 
tible by-ſtander. Alas! my friends, what is 
all the momentary luſtre you are continually 
labouring to give thoſe lips, compared with 
the permanent beauties of a lovely mind, 
breathing from them in agrecable converſa- 


tion! 2 
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tion? Let me add, where the grace of meek- 


neſs has the ſoul in full poſſeſſion, it will be 
often ſeen beaming in the eyes with a bland 
ſenſibility, and ſporting on tne countenance in 


Placid ſmiles, more ſoft than the ſofteſt glow 


of a ſummer evening; eſpecially, when at 


any time the mind is exalted into livelier emo- 
tions of benignity and joy. Or once more 


let us ſuppoſe, that affliction has given to ſuch 
a face a caſt of ſolemnity and languor; it will 
ſtill retain a kind of ſober charm that is inex- 


preſſibly affecting. In truth, beauty never 
touches the heart ſo deeply, 2s when with a 


iweet unreluCtant ſurrender it ſeems ready to 
faint under th 1e ſhock of misfortune, or the 


load of ſorrow. But to proceed. 


I wourD ta ke 5 liberty to | obſerve, that 
Chriſtian meekneſs will be of particular uſe 
to prevent the Artful Behaviour fo frequently 


_ complained of in women, and in many inſtances 


{9 juſtly. The complaint, I confeſs, comes 
with an ill grace 3 thoſe men whoſe daily 


Nudy it is, in one ſhape or another, to impoſe 


on the ſex; nor can I doubt but many of the 
latter would have more fincerity, if the others 


had leſs deſign. They probably think them- 


ſclves juſtified in baffling art by art; and from 
the ſcience of defence and reſiſtance, they are 
too apt to paſs to that of ſtratagem and at- 


"tack, It is indeed marvellous to what lengths 
| many of them carry it, till they become mere 


4 | com- 
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compoſitions of hypocriſy; where each inge- 


nuous feeling is loſt, and every word, look, 


motion, and minute proceeding, is a lye. 
Whether it be that Nature has given them 


more ſubtilty, or that education has taught 


them more diſguiſe, or that their condition 
affords them greater leiſure to think of ſuch 
things, or that they are willing to make up in 


wiles what they want in ſtrength ; whether it . 


be owing to one, or to all of theſe cauſes, 1 


know not: but the fact is this, that there are 


very few men able to contend with a cunning 


woman in her own way. 


NEvERTHELESS, I muſt inform ſuch diſ- 


ſemblers, that cunning is not true ability; it is 


at beſt but left-handed wiſdom; it carries with 
it an obliquity, and an impotence, that a no— 
ble mind will, and that a capable one, ought 


to deſpiſe. I need not ſay, that it is diametri- 


caily oppoſite to the ſimplicity of the goſpel, 


which admits our being « wiſe as ſerpents“ 


only fo far as is conſiſtent with our being 
cc harmleſs as doves.” The maxims of a vir- 


tuous prudence are comprehenſive; and ſhe 


who has learnt, with an humble reliance on 
Heaven's direction, to apply them as occaſion 
requires, will never want the aſſiſtance of arti- 
fice. In ſhort, artifice is both a feeble auxili- 

; ary very often, and almoſt conſtantly betray- 
ing thoſe that truſt to it. Fond prepoſſeſſion, 
or unſulpecting candour, may no doubt be ea- 
fly 


de 
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ſily deceived by female diſguiſe; : but it is diffi- 
cult to act a part long. Diſſimulation will 
ſometimes let fall the maſk; and he has not 
the ſpirit of a man, who does not abhor and 
ſcorn the detected impoſtor. Mean. 2 
what a laborious taſk is hers! How anxious, 
ignoble, and wretched! From this, my fair 
di ſciples, native goodneſs and Chriſtian meek- 
neſs will fave you. By being what you ought 
to appear, you will be under no temptation 
of appearing what you are not. An obliging 

converſation, and ſoft deportment, will pro- 
ceed from you freely as from a living foun- 
tain, Having no bad paſſions to conceal, your 
thoughts and manners will be tranſparent. 
Truth will be your prompter, while Diſcre- 
tion is your guard. In you Virtue will wear 
her mildeſt aſpect, without conſtraint and 
without ſtudy. The baſeneſs and barbarity 
of inviting or encouraging addreſſes, which 
you mean not in the end to accept, you will 
avoid and deteſt, A proixcred heart you will 

refuſe with civility and gratitude, where you 
cannot return your own; or where you can 
and ought, you will accept with generofity | 
and affection. Let me add upon the whole;. 

that as every mode of diſſimulation is equally 
inudicious and unbecoming, ſo ſhe will always 
be the moſt attractive, while ſhe is the only 

| honourable character, who cultivates genuine 
worth inſtead of artificial forms, and practiſes 
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- undifſerſed (wecinels inſtead of ious 
EQUTIEſY+) 


SUCH a one was [{abella, the darling of al! 
who knew her. She lived indeed where Vir- 
tue was not eclipſed by fortune, and where 
depravity of manners did not prevent the ad- 
miration of excellence. Her mind was very 
early accompliſhed; it was that of a woman, 
when ſhe was yet but a child. It ſhone in her 
face with a generous warmth, and at the ſame 
time a calm intelligence, feldom feen in a 
- countenance fo young; it produced in her 
Whole e a mixture of ſoftneſs and 
dignity,  wiich ſhe alone did not perceive. 
In company, 5 merits of others, not her 
own, engaged al | her attention. She was ne- 
ver pert. Her diffidence kept her too fre- 
quently f:lent: when ſhe ſpoke, it was with 
{weet ſimplicity and ſmiling reſpect. Her 
voice was melody itfelſ, iteut that frivolous 
ume Which is often occaſioned by diflem- 
bling, and often by affe ctation. Amongſt her 
intimate companions ſhe was ſprightly and 
playiul: for them ſhe felt the enthuſiaſm of 
friendihip. Her pen flowed in a ſtream of ſen- 
timent alike tender and exalted ; it was the 
interpreter of her heart. Every duty becom- 
ing her ſtation, and conſiſtent with her years, 
ſhe fulfilled from inſtinct ſanctified by piety ; 
a picty, in | which meckneſs ſtill preſided. Hca- 

ven 
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yen beheld ſo gentle a ſpirit with complacence, 
and took her away from the evil to come; 
took her to itſelf, in all the purity of untainted 
virtue. She w as feized on a ſudden: I then 
ſaw her; ſhe was no w vay alarmed. Young 
and beautiful, admired and happy ſhe ſur- 
rendered her fout with a placid reſignation , 
ſhe ſmiled in her laſt moments; the ſmile. 
remained on her clay-cold viſage for ſome 
time after the informing mind was led. She 
was lov ely and plcafant in her life, and in her 
death an object of univerſal and affectionate 
lamentation. Her little ſtory furniſhes a proof, 
that ſentiment and meeknefs conjoincd, are ſu- 
perior to all other allurements; and that diſ- 
poſitions at once mild and virtuous require 
neither diſguit, te nor heightening. 


I PRESUME you know, that the language 
of inſpiration repreſents the internal character 
under the notion of a perſon or living form, 
which it ſtyles the Old or New Man, accord- 
ing as the principles of fin or of holineſs have 
the aſcendant. By the ſame figure of ſpeech, | 
the inward graces and decorations of a Chriſ- 
tian are here termed © the hidden man of the 
« heart, in that which is not corruptible a 
to contraſt them with that corporeal beauty, 
and thoſe external embelliſhments, which are 
immediately palpable to the ſenſes, and like 


„F them 
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them ſubje& to decay and corruption. Thus 


it is St. Peter would call off your too anxious 
attention from inferior, outſide, and ſhort- 


lived attractions, whether original or aſſumed, 


to ſuch as are of ſupreme value, being in their 
nature ſpiritual and immortal. Nor does he 


ſimply reſt there, but farther recommends the 
latter as highly acceptable to your Maker, 
„ even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
« ſpirit, which is in the fight of God of 


6 great price.“ 


SUC1 a ſpirit indeed bears a near reſem- 


pblance to his own moſt merciful and bleſſed 
attributes, to his well beloved Son and our 


divinely benevolent Saviour, to thoſe good and 
happy creatures that conſtitute the angelic 


world, and to all the excellent ones of human 


kind, both on earth and in heaven, that be— 


| long to the ſame great family of love, Such a 
ſpirit proceeds directly from the common pa- 


rent, and cannot but be pleafing to its author. 


What ſays St. James? * The wiſdom that is 


£ from above is firſt pure, then peaceable, 


gentle, and eaſy to be intreated, full of 


« mercy and good fruits.” Such is the tem 


per of Chriſtianity, and ſuch are its effects. 


Jo cheriſh them in yourſelves let all the 
preceding conſiderations incite you ; but above 
them all, be engaged by the divine ambition 


of 


— 
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of being approved by the Sovereign Judge and 
Rewarder of excellence. What can be added 
to ſuch an argument; or what can we offer 
upon it, that will be any way anſwerable to its 
dignity? To appear beautiful in the eye of 
_ God; to be beloved by the monarch of the 
_ univerſe; to be admitted, if I may uſe the 
. phraſe, as ſo many fair and ſhining pillars in- 
to his temple below ; while he contemplates. 
each with a pleaſing aſpect, and purpoſes to 
remove them in due time to his ſanctuary on 
high, where they ſhall remain his everlaſting. 

delight, as well as the never-ceaſing admira- 
tion of ſurrounding cherubims great Crea- 
tor, what can equal ſuch exaltation and fe- 
licity? | And can any of you, my hearers, be 
ſo deſtitute of every nobler ſentiment as not 
to aſpire after privileges like theſe? Un- 
moved by ſuch ideas, can you turn away with 
impatience, and run to ſcenes of dreſs and 
ſhow with the fame little inglorions paſſions 
as before; preferring to the approbation of 
the Eternal the ſlighteſt regards of the ſillieſt 
mortals? Go, thou fenicleſs creature, and 
boaſt of being admired by the butterflies of a 
day ! See what they will do for thee, When 
he whoſe favour thou neglecteſt, and for ſuch 
things, ſhall cauſe thy. beauty to conſume 
« like a moth,” and thy heart to fink within 
thee like a ſtone. Imagination ſhudders at 
the thought of that Say when thou ſhalt en- 
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ter, forlorn, forſaken, and trembling, thoſe 
diimal regions which the voice of adulation 
cannot reach, and nothing ſhall be heard but 
ſound» of reproach, and blaſphemy, and woe ; 
where ſtripped of every ornament that now decks 
thy body, and (tripped of that body itſelf, thy 
mind mult appear without ſhelter or covering, 
all deformed and ghaſtly, mangled with the 
wounds of deſpairing guilt, and diſtorted by 
the violence of envenomed paſſions, while 
demons ſhall mock at thy miſery. Save us, 
almighty Redeemer, fave theſe young people 
from a doom ſo drcadful! 


| Wovurp you concur to prevent it? Begin 
with reſtraining the love of ornament ; or ra- 
ther, turn that dangerous affection into a 

| higher channel, and let it flow: it will then 
become ſafe, uſeful, and noble. Here you will 
have ſcope for the largeſt fancy. To the a- 
dorning of the character we wiſh you to ſet | 
no bounds. In dreſſing the ſoul for the com- 
pany of ſaints, of angels, of God himſelf, 
you cannot employ too much thought or time, 
In ſtudying and cultivating * the hidden man 
« of the heart,” you will every day diſcover 
new. charms, that will improve with age, 
bloom in ſickneſs, live in death, ſurvive the 
defolation of the grave, aſcend triumphant to | 
the world of perfect beauty, and continue to 
brighten under the ſmile of Heaven for ever. 
In a word, all the beſt beings 1 in the creation, 
toge= 
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together with the Creator himſelf, concur in 
loving and honouring a beauteous mind. 


No is this a düftinkllon, for which you 
muſt contend with too many competitors. 


Carry the paſſion for dre's almoſt ever ſo high, 


you will ſtill have the mortification to find 


ſome one or other outſhine you in taſte, or 


in magnificence 2 but the palm of wiſdom vou 5 


may bear away from the greater part unen- 


vied, if you will only allow them the ſuperi- 
ority of faſhion. Oh! that I knew how to 
awaken on this ſubje& the ſpirit of ambition 5 
in thoſe who are ſo prone to indulge it on a2 
thouſand others. Happy preacher, couldſt 
thou behold thy hearers filled with emulation 


to excel one another, in all the modeſt graces 


and mild accompliſhments that can adorn their 
ſex! Happy Britain, were this the æra in 


which Religion, with her whole train of Vir- 
tues, might riſe into repute amongſt thy chil- 


dren; in which thy ſons might be «<< as plants 


=, grown up in their) youth,“ and thy <* daugh- 
cc ters as corner- ſtones poliſhed after che ſimi- 
s litude of a palace! i 
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_ HF preiche can readily ſuppoſe, that 


many things advanced on the ſubje& of 


Women, in the courſe of theſe Sermons, will 
be deemed by the generality of his own ſex_ 
too ſoothing, while, by the majority of yours, 

many will be judged too ſevere; ſuch is the 


force of prejudice on both ſides. That he him 


felt is quite impartial, it is impoſſible for him 
to be certain. He can only ſay, that he has 


: | honeſtly endeavoured, according to the beſt 


of his capacity, to hold the balance even. 
"F hroughout the whole, he had but one ſingle 
point to ſtudy; which was, to advance what 
he believed to be true, and what he hoped at 
the ſame time might be uſeful. He knew, 
and conſidered, that he 18 accountable at a 
higher tribunal than any upon earth. If he 
has wiſhed to pleaſe, it was from a ſolicitude 
& for your good to edification.?” If he has hap- 

pened to offend, it was without malignity or 
deſign. He ſhould be ſorry to be counted your 

enemy, for telling you the truth. But his 


concern in that caſe would be for you, not 


for himſelf; he is ambitious of your appro- 
bation, but he is much more ſo of his o wn. 


IIs happieſt days having been chiefly paſſed 
in the converſation of women of worth and 
Unger 
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4 underſtanding, it is certain, that for Sh he 
has ever entertained a peculiar eſteem, He 
pretends not indecd, that even amongſt them 
he has found out a jewel without a flaw. But 
_ notwithſtanding their imperfections, juſtice ex- 
acts from him this teſtimony, that, when they 
have, in any tolerable degree, approached to 
the ſtandard of what we have ſo often ſtyled 
Female Excellence, they have appeared to 
him, with a few exceptions in favour of the 
other ſex, by far the devouteſt worſhippers, 
the warmeſt friends, and the moſt ſentimental 
as well as entertaining companions. What he 


bas principally to lament is his meeting with ſo 


ſmall a number, who have had elevation 
enough to practiſe an entire ſimplicity of man- 


b ners, ſenſe. enough wholly to forget their per- 5 


ſons in the company of men, and meekneſs 
enough to be quite content when not the ob- 
jects of immediate attention. 55 


Ir the preacher . „ 
principles of candour, to account for ſome 
paſſions in the ſex that ſeem at firſt ſight leſs 
innocent, or leſs excuſable; it was under the 
ſanction and impreſſion of that great evangeli- 
cal law, “ Judge not, that ye be not judged. 
% For with what judgment ye judge, ye ſhall 
ce be judged : and with what meaſure ye mete, 
& it ſhall be meaſured to you again.” If he 
has addreſſed thoſe young perſons who formed 
e FF Mg, * 
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his audience, in a ſtyle of peculiar tenderneſs, 
the reaſon, in plain terms, was becauſe he 
felt it; nor does he think, that either as a 
man, or as a preacher, he ought to ſuppreſs, 
if he could, an affection which Nature has im- 
planted, and which, kept within proper e 
IG does not + provi : 


't ks hs „ . inſtruction _ 
under the ſmiles of complacence, or to enforce 
admonition with the fervours of friendſhip ; 


lay, ye cenſors of the ape, is he really to 


blame? Is an auſtere countenance the proper 


5 face of zeal, or a diſtant formality the genu- 
ine mafk of holineſs? To diſguſt by rude- 
neſs, or to diſcourage by rigour—is that the 


way to win fouls? Was it the way of the 
Aßpoſtles, or their Maſter? Merciful Saviour 
1 what words can paint thy benignity, into 


whoſe lips grace was poured, who didſt © not 


„ break the bruiſed reed, nor quench the 


„ ſmoking flax,“ whoſe character was like 
that of thy Father, love? I touched before 


on the ſpirit that breathed in his teaching: 
let me juſt add here, that his parables, which 
made ſo great a part of it, were pointed to 
the imagination no leſs than to the heart; 
preſenting the ſtrongeſt pictures of lite and 5 
nature, at the ſame time that by theſe very 
means they impreſſed the nobleſt leſſons of pie- 
ty and truth. 10 ſpeak 1 in ns will any 
| . Ons | 
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one ſay, that the ſeverity of cenſure muſt never 
be ſoftened, nor the awfulneſs of ſolemnity 
tempered; not even when the preacher has 
the Youthful and Gay for his hearers? They 
ſurely are ſtrangers to true Wiſdom who ſup- 
poſe her monitions incompatible with chear- 
ful images or joyful ideas; ſurely thoſe are 
unacquainted with the human mind, who hope 
to reform its errors without conciliating its 
aſſections, or think that the tutoring of terror 
alone will produce the love of goodneſs. 


Ix ſome ſentiments which I have offered to 
your conſideration, I ſhould not be ſurpriſed if 
J have been taxed with idle refinement. We 
live in an age, when whatever 1 is held by the 
Few moſt ſolid and valuable, is by the Many 
derided as viſionary, or decried as infignifi- 


125 cant. In the preſent age an accompliſhed fe.” 


male is apt to be ſhunned under the notion of 
a Learned Lady; and the Virtuous Woman 
in the Proverbs would be in danger of being 
ridiculed as a compoſition of affectation. In 
this age the ſubject of dreſs and ornament, 
I am ready to acknowledge, is better under- 
ſtood than formerly; but in theſe how often 
are modeſty, frugality, and ſimple elegance, 
given up to levity or faſhion, to vain competi- 
tion, or miſtaken. appearance | In this age the 
AriAneſs of female decorum, and the retirings | 
of female reſerve, muſt expect to be con- 


Aer 
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| firued into ignorance of the world, if not into- 
hypocritical airs of female ſanctity. In this 


polite age, I had almoſt aſked, where is the 


man that believes any woman to be modeſt at 


heart; and where is the woman that dares to 
be ſuperior to the follies of her ſex? A paſſi- 


on exalted by generoſity, and refined by ſen- 


timent, in which the man, not the equipage, 
was regarded, in Which the higheſt gratifica- 


tions of ſenſe were the loweſt objects of affec- 


tion - ſuch a paſſion is now confſidered by the 


generality as romance. Such lovers might 


exiſt in the days ot od: or poſſtbly may be yet 


kound in the obſcurity of retreat; but in the 
gay world, where all is tainted with fenſuality, 
and facrificed to ſhow, they would appear too 
ungentcel to be reſpectable, and too inſipid to 
be happy. Here, alas! how few have the for- 


titude to live to their own hearts, the worth 
to cultivate the joys of friendſhip, or the ſouk 
to ſcek conjugal felicity in conjugal eſteem! 


Amidſt the hurry and diſſipation of diverſions, 
the profiigacy or inſignificance of play, the fu- 


tility or frivolouſneſs of formal viſiting; what 


regard or what room is left for ſelf-poſſeſſion 
or mutual confidence, for rational converſa- 


tion, or improving ſtudy, for the pleaſing cares 


of a family, or that amiable mixture of minds 


without which ſocial life is modiſh diſguiſe or 


mean indulgence? Is it neceſſary to add, how 


ſcanty a portion of time is now given to pri- 
vate 
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vate devotion ; ; how little the ſabbath is made 
a day of reſt from the toil of pleaſure, or the 
tumult of paſſion ; ; and to what raill. ry from 


the licentious of both ſexes ſhe is expoſed, 
who would fill up the duties of that day with 


ſeriouſneſs, reverence, and conſtancy ? Let me - 


only ſubjoin, that the modes of breeding now 
eſtabliſhed for young women are ſuch, that 
__ compoſure and ſoftneſs are hardly deemed con- 

_ fiſtent, that a demeanour, perfectly attentive, 
is in hazard of paſſing for want of vivacity, 


and a temper thoroughly meek for want of 
ſpirit. : 


Bur what are you to infer from all this? 
That you muſt « follow a multitude to do 
evil,” or reliquiſh Wiſdom, becauſe ſhe is re- 
nounced by fools? She till continues to be 


* juſtified of her children” and be aflured, | 


my dear auditory, that thoſe very fools ſhall 
be forced one day to acknowledge her worth. 
A few ſhort years rolled away, and this gaudy _ 
ſcene will diſappear. Where are now many of 
the miſerable flutterers, that we have ſeen fret 
their hour on the ſtage of Vanity? Doctrine 
| like this They too once deſpiſed as idle refine- 
ment, or diſreliſned as nauſeous dulneſs. Do 
you imagine they are of the ſame mind Rill? 
How, think ye, will it appear to yourſelves i in 


the decrepitude of age, and on the bed 1 


death? By what ſtandard ſhall you then wiſh 


to 


to have regulated yourſelves 
ſonable women and virtuous believers, or by 


the manners and maxims of a diſtracted and 
degenerate 867 
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; by that of rea- 


AcAlxs-r the latter let me warn you, by 


every thing that is prudent and good, by all that 
can promote the importance of your ſex, the 
reformation of ours, and the happineſs of both; 
let me warn you, in the name of your coun- 


try, in the name of your poſterity, in the | 


name of God] ſuffer not Folly to deceive, or 
Flattery to abuſe you. 
very diſtant, in which beauty ſhall fade as a 
flower, by the courſe of nature: the period 
may be near at hand, when it ſhall ſhrink at 
once, under the violence of diſeaſe. 
you may try to forget it, life is all uncertain: 
and when thoſe eyes, now full of lucid ſpirit, 
| ſhall ſink in darkneſs, when that complexion, a 
now bright and blooming, ſhall die away into 
a livid hue, aud men ſhall turn with horror 
from thoſe features which they behold at pre- 
ſent with delight; what will the world avail _ 
ou, or the world's applauſe? Death, I fay, 
Death is no courtier; he will ſhew you to 
yourſelves as you really are, diveſted of every _ 
external decoration and ſkin-deep allurement. 


The time cannot be 


However 


If deſtitute of mental acquiſitions and moral _ 


graces, the unfading luſtre of an enlightened £5 
5 foul, « the hidden and ee man of 


« the 5 
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< the heart ;” what will it avail you that you 
are now fair and flattered ? The reputation of 
wit, the popularity of politeneſs, the profeſſi- 
on of piety itſelf, will, in that conjuncture, be 
alike ineffectual. It is only the retroſpect of 
capacity well employed, the conſciouſneſs of 
| benevolence worthily exerted; and the prin= 
ciples of faith and hope poſſeſſing the min id, 
that will then ſupport and gladden it. 


Wurkr there is nothing but a piQure of 
virtue, or a few ſhadowy qualities that may 
ſubſiſt without any real excellence, death will 
hide them for ever in the night of deſpair. 
The blackneſs of darkneſs will cloſe upon the 
naked and wandering ghoſt ; while its loath= 
ſome remains are conſigned to oblivion and 

putrefaction in the priſon of the grave, with 
the proſpect of a worſe doom hereafter. But 
where there is a living image of true goodneſs _ 


begun in this ſtate, death will deliver it with 
ſafety into the finiſhing and of Eternity, to 


be produced with every mark of honour | in 


the open view of Heaven; where its now mor- 
tal partner, reſcued from the diſhoncurs of 


the duſt, and brightened into the graces of 


eternal youth, ſhall rejoin it in triumph, to 
ſuffer the pang of ſeparation no more. —PFver- 
laſting Jehovah, what a crown of joy will it 
_ confer upon the preacher in that day, if this 
little ſervice thall be rewarded with the re- 
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| flexion of having contributed to the ſalvation 


or improvement of any of theſe young perſons 
whom he now addreſles! If ever thine ear 


was open to my cry, hear me, O Lord, hear me, 
in their behalf. What cannot thy ſpirit per- 
form, by the weakeft hand? May that ſpi- 
rit © ſeal them unto the day of redemption Y?— 
At that glorious period, may I meet you all 


amongſt “ the redeemed of the Lord;” hap- 


py to fee you ſhining, with immortal ſplen- 


dor, in © the general aſſembly and church of 


cc the firſt-born z?? tranſported to think, that 
I ſhall live with you for ever; and Joining in 
the gratulations of your fellow angels around 
the throne of God, when he ſhall, in the ſight 
of all, © clothe you with the garments of ſal- 


« vation, and cover you with the robe of righ- 


„ teouſneſs, as a bridegroom is decked with 
«© ornaments, a as a bride 1s adorned with | 
00 her jewels. Amen. 
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